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R e a d e r ; ’

C U a l l e ^ e
T he A u s t ra lia n  R e a d e rs  C h a l le n g e  

(A R C ) is a p ra c t ic a l w a y  to  h e lp  

a ll A u s tra lia n s  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  jo ys 

o f re ad in g  and  the in c a lc u la b le , life lo n g  

b e n e fits  that fo llo w .

R e c e n t  re se a rc h  has s h o w n  th a t in 

so m e  re m o te  in d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n it ie s  

il lite ra c y  rates are  as high as 93 per cen t. 

R e se a rc h  c o n s is te n tly  lin k s  lo w  lite ra c y  

w ith  p o o r h e a lth , s o c ia l an d  e c o n o m ic  

o u tc o m e s . O u r  p a rtners at th e  Fred  H o l

lo w s  Fo u n d atio n  (F H F ) h ave  been  w o rk 

in g  w ith  in d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n it ie s  fo r 

m a n y  y e a rs , se e k in g  to b u ild  b ro ad  and 

s u s ta in a b le  h e a lth  s tra te g ie s . T h e ir  a p 

p ro a c h  is c o n su lta t iv e , w o rk in g  c lo s e ly  

w ith  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  th e y  s e rv e . T h e  

F o u n d a t io n  h as b eg u n  to  a d d re s s  l i t 

e ra c y  th ro u g h  th e ir  'L i t e r a c y  fo r L ife ' 

in it ia t iv e .

A R C  seeks to ra ise  fu n d s to  su p p o rt 

th e  li te ra c y  w o rk  o f F H F . A t th e  sam e  

t im e  A R C  h o p e s  to p ro m o te  a lo v e  o f 

b o o k s  an d  re a d in g  am o n g  th e  b ro a d e r 

A u s tra lia n  co m m u n ity .

H o w  A R C  w o rk s

A R C  is a s im p le , p ractica l and  fun  p ro ject 

that e n co u rag e s  p a rt ic ip a t io n  fro m  re ad 

e rs o f a ll ages.

R e a d e rs  p ay  $5 to re g is te r an d  a re  

th e n  c h a lle n g e d  to re ad  ten  b o o k s , at 

le a s t se ve n  o f w h ic h  m u st c o m e  from  

th e  s p e c ia l ly  p re p a re d  A R C  b o o k lis ts . 

T h e re  a re  b o o k lis ts  fo r e v e ry o n e  from  

p re -sc h o o le rs  (w ith  re ad -a lo u d  title s) to

a d u lts . T h e re  is a lso  an  in d ig e n o u s  a u 

th o red  list.

R e a d e rs  w h o  s u c c e s s fu lly  c o m p le te  

the C h a lle n g e  re ce ive  a ce rtifica te  signed  

b y  s w im m e r  Ian  T h o rp e . Ian  T h o rp e 's  

F o u n ta in  fo r You th  T ru st is a p a rtn e r o f 

A R C .

Interested readers can  register through 

the A R C  w eb s ite , p a rtic ipating  bookshops 

and  reg istered  sch o o ls . L ib ra r ie s  are  w e l

co m e  to reg iste r to re ce ive  A R C  posters. 

H is to r y

A R C  d e v e lo p e d  fro m  the e n o rm o u s ly  

su c c e ss fu l R ive rb e n d  R ead ers  C h a lle n g e  

(R R C ), run for the last tw o  ye a rs  by R iver- 

bend  B o o ks , a Q u e e n s la n d  in d e p e n d e n t 

b o o ksh o p .

In 2 0 0 4 , its first year, R R C  w a s  taken  

up  b y  1 1 2  s c h o o ls  a n d  re a d e rs  o f a ll 

a g e s . F u n d s  w e re  ra ise d  to  p u rc h a s e  

$ 5 0  0 0 0  w o rth  o f b o o k s  fo r th e  F H F  

(w ith  m u c h  a p p re c ia te d  h e lp  fro m  th e  

A u s t ra lia n  B o o k s e lle rs  A s s o c ia t io n  an d  

th e  p u b l is h e r  A lle n  & U n w in ) .  O v e r  

3 8  0 0 0  b o o ks  w e re  read  by yo u n g  A u s 

tra lia n s  d u rin g  the firs t R R C .

In 2 0 0 5  R R C  c o n t in u e d  to g ro w . 

S ch o o l reg istra tion s in c re a se d  by 4 9  per 

c e n t , w it h  s c h o o ls  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  

Q u e e n s la n d , N e w  South  W a le s , V ic to r ia  

an d  W e s te rn  A u s t ra lia . G e n e ra l p u b l ic  

re g is tra tio n s  rose by 9 0  per ce n t . M a n y  

p a re n ts , te a c h e rs  an d  o ld e r  te e n a g e rs  

p a r t ic ip a te d  th ro u g h  th e  n e w  'a d u lt '  

b o o k lis t .

Te ach e rs , lib ra r ia n s  and  parents have 

p ro v id e d  tre m e n d o u s  s u p p o rt  to  th e  

C h a lle n g e , a p p re c ia t iv e  o f the  o p p o rtu n 

ity for th em , th e ir  students and  th e ir c h i l

dren  to co n tr ib u te  to the  live s  o f in d ig e 

nous A u s tra lia n s  in a d ire c t w ay . W e  a lso  

re ce ive d  m an y  reports o f studen ts , often 

re luctan t readers, tak ing  on the C h a lle n g e  

w ith  gusto . R eaders v is ite d  the C h a lle n g e  

w e b s ite  in d ro ves , su b m ittin g  re v ie w s  of 

the b o oks they read .

T o w a rd s  A R C
B u i ld in g  on th e  s u c c e s s  o f  R R C , th e  

A u s t ra lia n  R e a d e rs  C h a l le n g e  w i l l  be  

la u n ch e d  n a t io n a lly  in M a rch  2 0 0 6  w ith  

the  fu ll su p p o rt o f th e  A u s t ra lia n  b o o k  

in d u s try  an d  se e k in g  to  in v o lv e  m a n y  

m ore  A u s tra lia n s  in the  e ffo rt to ad d ress 

the c r is is  in in d ig e n o u s lite ra cy .

W h a t ca n  y o u  d o ?
S ta rt a t th e  A R C  w e b s ite , h t tp :/ / w w w . 

r e a d e rs c h a lle n g e .c o m .a u . From  1 S e p 

te m b e r th e  s ite  w i l l  a c c e p t  re g is tra tio n s  

fro m  in d iv id u a ls , s c h o o ls , b o o k  c lu b s  

a n d  lib r a r ie s . R e g is te re d  s c h o o ls  a n d  

lib ra r ie s  w i l l  re c e iv e  an  A R C  p a c k  w ith  

fu l l- c o lo u r  p o ste rs  an d  A R C  s t ic k e rs  (to 

id e n t ify  b o o k lis t  t it le s ) in  e a r ly  F e b ru 

a ry  2 0 0 6 .

W e  e n co u ra g e  read ers  o f a ll ages to 

take  up the C h a lle n g e  an d  h e lp  m ake  a 

p o s it ive  and  p ra c t ic a l co n tr ib u tio n  to lit

e ra c y  in A u s tra lia .

Slick Hughes, Riverbend Books, Bulimba Qid

New grads and old hands
O n M o nd ay 25  Ju ly  the  A L IA  N e w  

G ra d u a te s  G ro u p  a n d  th e  re 

v i t a l i s e d  N S W  A L I A  g ro u p  

jo in t ly  hosted  a ve ry  su cce ss fu l n e tw o rk 

ing  e ve n t . T h e  floo d  o f R S V P s  re q u ire d  a 

la te  sw itc h  o f ve n u e  to the  S tate  L ib ra ry ! 

J a c q u e l in e  S m ith  (M a c a r t h u r  C l in ic a l  

L ib ra ry ) , Sue W a ld e n  (Leg a l In fo rm a tio n  

A c c e s s  C e n tre  (L IA C ) , S ta te  L ib ra r y  o f 

N S W ) an d  N S W  state lib ra r ia n  an d  A L IA  

v ice -p re s id e n t D ag m ar S c h m id m a ie r  A M  

sp o k e  on  'M a rk e tin g  y o u r lib ra ry ; m ar

ke tin g  y o u rse lf '.

Ja c q u e lin e 's  c a re e r  in c lu d e s  a stin t 

at B a n k s to w n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  u n d e r th e  

le a d e rs h ip  o f that le g e n d a ry  lib r a r ia n , 

C e c  C h u rm . H e r top tip s w e re : 'T L C ' = 

th in k  lik e  the cu sto m e r; e n su re  s c a la b i l

ity and  v ia b ility  -  th in k  o f sy m b io tic  re la 

t io n sh ip s  and  the m a x im  o f u nd e r-p ro m 

is in g  and  o ve r-d e live r in g ; and  rem e m b e r 

th e  f iv e  Ps o f s o c ia l m a rk e t in g : p r ic e , 

p r o d u c t , p ro m o t io n , p la c e  a n d  p e o 

p le . S h e  urged us to m a rk e t a ll a sp e cts

o f the lib ra r ia n 's  ro le  —  from  sto ry te lle r 

to te ch n o lo g is t .

S u e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f th e  

L IA C  s e rv ic e  an d  its p ro m o tio n a l s tra t

e g ie s . H e r  m a rk e tin g  m a n tra s  in c lu d e : 

c o m m u n ic a t e  s t r a t e g ic a l l y ;  b e  c l i 

e n t fo c u s s e d ; fa c i l it a te  s p e c ia l e v e n ts  

th ro u g h  p ro v id in g  s c a la b le  a d v ic e  an d  

s u p p o r t  a n d  a lw a y s  in v o lv e  

stakeh o ld e rs . The  'C r im e  at yo u r 

lib ra ry ' e -p rogram , for e x a m p le , 

w as  m ad e  re levan t and c re d ib le  

to its se c o n d a ry  sch o o l m arke t 

through thoughtfu l listen ing  and  

b u ild in g  on c lie n t  fe e d b a ck .

D a g m a r  b r ie f ly  e x p la in e d  

A L IA 's  le a d e rs h ip  ro le  an d  th e  

m a rk e tin g  su p p o rt it o ffe red  to 

in d iv id u a ls  an d  lib ra r ie s . H e r  

a d v ic e  w a s  to  be  p r o a c t iv e , 

p o s it iv e , and  m aste r the  a rt o f 

th e  o n e - m in u te  p re s e n ta t io n .

B e in g  p ro v o c a t iv e  a lso  has its 

p la c e : if  l ib r a r ie s  a re  so  fa n 

t ft O V /< '

ta stic , she  c h a lle n g e d  the g ro up , w h y  do 

w e  a ll use an d  lo ve  G o o g le ?

A le x  B y rn e , U T S  u n iv e rs ity  lib ra r ia n  

and  in c o m in g  IF L A  p re s id e n t, w il l  o ffe r 

id eas an d  c h a lle n g e s  fo r both n e w  grads 

an d  o ld  h a n d s  a t th e  n e x t  A L IA  N S W  

even t on 12 O c to b e r.

Anne Doherty and Maggie McElhill

l-r: Sue Walden, Dagmar Schm idm aier A M  and M aggie  
McElhill at the recent ALIA  N ew  Graduates Group and 
ALIA N SW  jo in t event held at the State Library o f  N SW
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