
ALTA education forum
M arie  M urphy, manager, education, policy and research

S om e 45 pa rtic ipan ts took part in an ed ucation  forum  hosted 

by A L IA  at the State L ib ra ry  o f N e w  South W a le s  on M o n ­

day 11 A p r il. The  forum  a im ed  to co n tin u e  the co n su lta tio n  

p rocess in itiated  to re v ie w  the A L IA  Education  Statem ents w ith in  

the co n te x t o f the A L IA  Ed u catio n  F ram e w o rk , begun in O c to ­

ber 2 0 0 4 , and to stim u la te  debate  on the issues and ch a lle n g e s 

co n ce rn in g  the ed ucation  o f 21st cen tury lib ra ry  and in fo rm ation  

p ro fess io n a ls .

T h e  E d u ca tio n  R e fe re n ce  C ro u p  in v ited  a ll those w h o  had 

been in vo lved  in the e a rlie r  con su lta tio n  phase  to attend the fo ­

rum , w ith  the resu lt that a broad cro ss-sectio n  of the secto r w as 

represented  —  u n ive rs ity  and T A FE  ed ucato rs and  o ther tra in ing  

p ro v id e rs , em p lo ye rs and recru itm en t co n su ltan ts , o ther lib ra ry  

and a llie d  asso c ia tio n s , and A L IA  groups.

A L IA  v ice -p re s id e n t/p re s id e n t-e le c t , D ag m ar S c h m id m a ie r  

A M , w h o  had k in d ly  p ro v id ed  the ve n u e  for the day, o f f ic ia lly  

op ened  the fo ru m . Estab lish ing  the co n te xt for la ter d iscu ss io n  

by p a rtic ip an ts , G i ll ia n  H a lla m , A L IA  p resid ent and  c h a ir  o f the 

E d u ca tio n  R e fe re n ce  C ro u p , o u tlin e d  the cu rre n t issues fa c in g  

LIS  e d u ca tio n  as w e ll as the im p ortan t ro le  p layed  by A L IA  in 

e d u ca tio n  for the p ro fession .

A n  update on both voca tion a l and h igher ed ucation  provided  

p a rt ic ip a n ts  w ith  a b ro ad e r u n d e rstan d in g  o f so m e  o f the im ­

portant issues con fro n tin g  LIS ed u ca tio n . N ic o la  B u rrid g e  sp oke 

o f the  re ce n t re v ie w  o f the M u se u m s an d  L ib ra ry/ln t'o rm atio n  

S e rv ic e s  T ra in in g  Package and  the su b seq uen t d e ve lo p m e n t o f 

a rev ised  tra in ing  p ackag e . She o u tlin ed  va r io u s  asp ects o f the 

packag e  and the q u a lif ic a t io n s  w ith in  it, and  e x p la in e d  h o w  it 

w il l in f lu e n c e  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n  e d u ca tio n  o ffered  through the

T A FE  sector. Paul G e n o n i from  C u rtin  U n iv e rs ity  d iscu ssed  the 

situation  in h igher e d u ca tio n  w h e re  m any lib ra ry  sch o o ls  have 

been forced  to am algam ate w ith  larger facu lties o r d isc ip lin e s . H e  

d eta iled  the structu ra l and f in a n c ia l pressures w ith in  the h igher 

e d u ca tio n  secto r w h ic h  in e v itab ly  im p in ge  on LIS cou rses.

Forum  partic ipan ts w e re  rem inded  that an integral part o f the 

ed ucation  p rocess is pro fessional d eve lop m ent. W h ile  in d iv id u a l 

p ra c tit io n e rs  m ust be p repared  to keep  th e ir  s k il ls  up to date , 

em p lo ye rs  m ust reco g n ise  th e ir ro le  in p ro v id in g  op p o rtu n itie s 

for further deve lop m ent in the w o rk p la ce . Form er A L IA  president, 

C h ris  M a c k e n z ie  d e scrib e d  h o w  B risb an e  C ity  C o u n c il lib ra ry  

had set in p la ce  a program  to e n ab le  staff to engage in p ro fes­

sio na l d e ve lo p m ent a c tiv it ie s , n ow  in co rp o rated  into A L IA 's  P D  

sch em e .

A lso  h igh lighted  w e re  secto r-sp ec ific  in it ia t ive s , for e xam p le  

the deve lopm ent of te ach e r- lib ra rian  standards by the A L IA -A S L A  

P o licy  A d v iso ry  C ro u p  and the cu rren t p ro ject o f A L IA  H ealth  L i­

b ra ries A u stra lia  to d eve lo p  co m p e te n c ie s  for hea lth  lib ra r ia n s . 

R e le van t w o rk  be ing  undertaken  by o ther p ro fession a l a s so c ia ­

tions in th is area w as a lso  d iscu sse d . Sue H e n c z e l p rov ided  in ­

sights into the SLA  co m p etencies for sp ec ia l and corporate  lib ra ry  

p ro fessio n a ls .

In the afternoon session  pa rtic ip an ts  offered  feed b ack  on the 

draft Edu cation  Statem ents, e ffe c tive ly  va lid a tin g  them  as an e x ­

pression  o f A LIA 's ro le in LIS  e d u ca tio n . The  Education  R efe rence  

G ro up  w il l now  m ove to fin a lise  the draft statem ents for presenta­

tion  to the ju ly  m eeting  o f the A L IA  Board  of D ire c to rs .

Further reports on the Education  Reference G ro up  w ill appear 

in future issues o f in C ite . ■
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