
Introducing library technician groups
T h is m onth  w e  featu re  the first o f a 

num ber of artic les pro filing  the A L IA  

L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n  g roups. In future 

issues w e  a lso  p lan  to p ro file  lib ra ry  te ch 

n ic ia n s  from  the va r io u s g roups. T h is  w il l 

g ive everyo ne  a ch an ce  to learn of sp ec ific  

a ctiv it ie s  that groups are organ ising  and of 

the ca re e rs  of som e o f ou r m em bers.

Rebecca Evans, convenor, ALIA National 
Library Technician Group

Queensland Library Technician Group
Form ed in 1 9 7 8 , the Q u e e n s lan d  L ib ra ry  

T e c h n ic ia n  G ro u p  has gone from  strength 

to stre n g th . T h e  o r ig in a l m e m b e rs  la id  

the fo un d atio n  for the group to co n tin u e  

p la n n in g  events and  sem ina rs  o f in terest 

to th e  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n  c o m m u n ity  o f 

Q u e e n s la n d .

R e flectin g  on the last tw e lv e  m onths, 

Q u e e n s lan d  lib rary  te ch n ic ian s  have been 

a b u sy  b u n ch . C u rre n t co m m itte e  m em 

b e rs  (Je n n ife r  P a rk e r (c o n v e n o r ) , T rish  

D 'A rc y  (d epu ty  co n ve n o r), A n n e  C o ll in s  

(se cre ta ry ), H e len  T ro c h o u lia s  (treasurer), 

R obyn  C a r li le , Lyn Boggarts, A n n a  D re w , 

A n n a  Jo hnson , M egan M ag u ire , M argaret 

M o w b e rry , Sue S a w y e r and  m yse lf) have 

o rgan ised  lib rary  tours, guest speakers, the 

a n n u a l L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  d in n e r d uring  

L IW , and  the an n u a l C h ristm as b reakfast.

H igh  I ights in c lu d e :

• Ip sw ich  library tour —  visits to Ipsw ich  

L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm ation  S e rv ic e , Ips

w ic h  H osp ita l L ib ra ry  and U n iv e rs ity  

o f Q u e e n s lan d  Ip sw ich  L ib ra ry

• M arian  M o yle  v is it  —  e xp e rie n ce s  of 

w o rk in g  in the U n ited  A rab  Em ira tes

• N atio n a l L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n s  D ay  A n 

nual D in n e r—  in c lud in g  presentation  

o f the Q u e e n s lan d  L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n  

o f the  Year (R e ce n t G ra d u a te ) A w ard  

to A n n a  D re w

• T o o w o o m b a  lib ra ry  to u r —  v is its  to 

Toow o om ba C ity  L ib rary , Toow o om ba 

Reg ional A rt G a lle ry  and  Toow o om ba 

Lo ca l H isto ry  L ib ra ry , w ith  a pit-stop 

at a w in e ry  on the w a y  hom e

• A n n u a l C h r is tm a s  B re a k fa s t  at the  

W att C a fe , N e w  Farm

• Free Trade Agreem ent Sem inar —  Tom 

Jo yce  (U Q  cop yrig ht o fficer) spoke of 

the im p lica tio n s  of the FTA  on lib ra r

ies

• A sk in g  the right q uestio n s w o rk sh o p  

—  A ng e la  V ilk in s  shared  her sk ills  and 

kno w led g e  on h o w  to co n d u ct better 

re fe ren ce  in te rv ie w s .

2 0 0 4  a lso  saw  the d e ve lo p m e n t and 

la u n ch  o f the  Q u e e n s la n d  L ib ra ry  T e c h 

n ic ia n  C ro u p  S o c ia l Page on th e  A L IA  

w e b s ite  (h ttp ://a lia .o rg .au /g rou ps/lib tq ld / 

s o c ia l/ ) , a l lo w in g  us to p u b l ic is e  o u r 

events and sem inars to A L IA  m em bers and 

po tentia l m em bers.

O u r cu rren t a c tiv it ie s  in c lu d e  ou r a n 

nual d in n e r on 2 4  M ay d uring  L IW  2 0 0 5  

w ith  the p resenta tion  of the Q u e e n s lan d  

L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  o f th e  Y e a r (R e c e n t  

G raduate ) A w ard , w ith  guest speaker Barb  

Ew ers , Q U T  L ib ra ry  c o m m u n ica tio n s  and 

exte rna l re lations m anager. The  next fu n c 

t io n , on 14 Ju n e , is ou r A n n u a l G e n e ra l 

M eeting  and  e le c tio n  o f o ffice  bea rers , at 

Q U T  La w  L ib rary . H op e  to see you at one 

o f ou r even ts/sem in ars in the future!

Sharon Uthmann, Q U T Library, ALIA Qld 
Library Technician committee member

ACT Library Technician Group
The  A C T  group w as  form ed in 1 9 8 2 . Both 

the 3rd  N ationa l L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ian s  C o n 

fe rence , held  in 1 9 8 5 , and the 9th N ation 

al L ib ra ry  Te ch n ic ian s  C o n fe re n ce , held  in 

1 9 9 7 , w e re  co n ve n e d  in C a n b e rra .

D u r in g  the last year, the A C T  group 

has o rg an ised  and attended a num b er of 

ac tiv it ie s , in c lu d in g :

• R iv e r s  o f  O p p o r tu n ity  III h e ld  in 

W agg a W agga in M ay (o rg an ised  by 

the V ic  and  N S W  Tech s), w ith  seven  

C a n b e rra  m em bers attend ing

• a m id-year d inner w ith  a turnout o f 25 

peo p le

• a p re se n ta tio n  d in n e r in A u g u st fo r 

Beth C la ry , be ing  the jo in t d in n e r for 

A L IA  2 0 0 4  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  T e c h n i

c ian  o f the Year A w ard .

Th e  end o f the year saw  an o th er d in 

ner, again w ith  a good turnout, w ith  Board 

m em ber and fe llow  N S W  tech n ic ian  Kevin 

D u d e n e y  attend ing . H e  b rie fed  the group 

and an sw ered  questions on the u pcom ing  

n e X f co n fe re n ce  in Sydney, 2 0 0 5 .

R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  a tte n d e d  th e  N P C  

C anb erra  reg iona l fo rum .

A  breakfast m eeting w as held w ith  R e

b e cca  Evans (C onveno r, N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  

T e c h n ic ia n  G ro u p ) w ith  fifteen  C a n b e rra  

m em bers and representatives from  Syd ney 

also  in atten d an ce .

C a n b e rra  Institute o fT e ch n o lo g y  c o n 

tinu es to be a fo cus w ith  the  g roup . The  

g roup  w a s  re p re se n te d  at th e ir  A w a rd s  

n ig h t an d  a ls o  at an  in d u s try  su p p o rt 

g a th e rin g . S e ve ra l te c h n ic ia n s  a re  c u r

re n t ly  in v o lv e d  w ith  te a c h in g  u n its  in 

the lib ra ry  s tu d ie s  p rog ram  at C IT . W e  

re g u la rly  ad ve rtise  ou r a c t iv it ie s  (m a in ly  

d in n e rs ) an d  a lso  fo rw a rd  the C a n b e rra  

em p loym ent positions from  Lib tec  w h ich  

are then posted on th e ir n o tice  board  and 

W e b C T .

Beth Clary, convenor, ACT Library Technician 

Group

Book detectives at neXt 2005
I n a w o rld  w h e re  som etim es books on loan from  lib ra rie s  are  

'd e la y e d ' and  tak e  fo re ve r to retu rn  to the  o rig in a l len d in g  

library , som eth ing ob v io usly  needs to be done. Reun iting  long- 

lost books w ith  th e ir o rig ina l lend ing  institutions is the ro le  o f the 

L ib ra ry  Book R e co ve ry  A g en cy  (L iB R A ), a n ew  se rv ic e  based in 

U lt im o , Sydney, and  ow ned  and operated by W inston  M acA rth u r 

Leeds and  V ic to ria  Fo llo w s.

'W e 're  re a l ly  b o o k  d e te c t iv e s ,' s a y s  W in s to n  L e e d s , 'a b it  

l ik e  C S I  fo r  b o o ks , I  g u e ss , w h e re  w e  need  to u n d e rta k e  so m e 

se r io u s  in v e s t ig a t io n s  an d  trace  the m is s in g  b o o ks b y  w h a te v e r  

m e a n s  p o ss ib le .'

'W e  can  end up ch e ck in g  through seco n d h an d  bookshop s, 

op shops and ch u rch  fa irs as w e  try to lo cate  that m issing  bo ok,' 

adds V ic to ria  Fo llo w s.

Som e of these books have been m issing  for years and  so m e

tim es the tra il goes c o ld , but e ach  ca se  h o ld s the  p ro m ise  o f

e n o rm o u s  p le a su re  fo r F o llo w s  and

Leeds w h en  th ey  reu n ite  an o ve rd u e  National Library & Information Technicians Conference

book w ith  its grateful library .

L iB R A  w il l  be m ak in g  an a p p e a ra n c e  at n e X t 2 0 0 5 : A L IA  

N atio n a l L ib ra ry  and In fo rm ation  T e c h n ic ia n s  C o n fe re n ce , 6 -9  

Septem ber, at the S yd n ey  C o n ven tio n  C en tre , D a rlin g  H arbou r. 

Partic ipants at the co n fe rence  w il l have the op portun ity  to jo in  in 

one o f V ic to ria  and W inston 's C o ld  Book Cases as they search  for 

c lu e s  to the w h ereabou ts o f a long-lost book. U sing  c lu e s  located 

throughout the e xh ib it io n  and co n fe re n ce  lo ca tio n , p a rtic ip an ts  

w il l have a great tim e assisting  the book detectives in the ir search  

for the lost tom e and in reun iting  it w ith  its lib rary .

If you w a n t to d isc o v e r the  se c re t —  you  h ave  to p lay  the 

gam e!

Rob Thomson, organising committee member, neXt 2 0 0 5 ,

http://conferences.alia.org.au/libtec2005/
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