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A re you creating a work which you w ould  like to share with 

others on a non-profit basis w hile  continuing to exercise  
all you r copyr ight  o w n e r  rights, inc luding  the right to 

m ake a profit for yourself?

If so, a creative com m on s  licence may suit your needs. 

Creative C o m m o n s  is a new  international m ovem ent which 
assists creators w h o  wish to share their work with others, for non­

com m ercial uses such as study, research and comment, while a s ­

serting their authorship and rights to control com m ercia l  uses.

Like the free open-software movement, sparked by Linux, the 

creative  co m m o n s  project is deve loping  lega lly-based arrange­

ments and understandings about the w ays  creators can  protect 
their w o rk s  w h i le  e n co u ra g in g  certain p u b lic  interest uses of 

them. The idea w a s  form ally  launched  in 2 0 0 1  and continues 

to evo lve .  It is supported by a range of w e ll-know n intellectual- 

property experts , such as Lawrence Lessig o f Stanford University, 
w h o led the legal battle, unfortunately unsuccessful,  to challenge 

copyright term extension  in the M ick ey  M o u se  case ,  Eldred v 
Ashcroft. Lessig uses a creative co m m o n s  approach  to license 

uses of his ow n  works and has public ised the m ovem ent in his 

book, The future o f  ideas: the fate o f  the com m ons in a co n ­
nected w orld , published by Random  House, N e w  York, in 2 0 0 1 .  

Creative co m m o n s  licensing is also backed by the United States 

Center for the Public D om ain.

Creative C o m m o n s  offers a number o f licences designed to 

a l low  the licensee  to use the copyright w ork on the basis of o ne  

or more o f the fo l low ing conditions:

Attribution : O th er p e o p le  m ay use, m odify  and distribute the 

work  as long as  they give the original author credit. 

Non-commercial distribution: Other people  may use, modify  and 

distribute the work  but for non-com m ercial purposes only. 

No derivative works: Other p e op le  may use and distribute the 
work, but cannot m odify  it to creative derivative works.

Share-and-share alike: Other peop le  m ay modify  the work and 

distribute derivatives , but on ly  on the condition  that the 

derivatives are  m ade availab le  to other peop le  on the sam e 
licence terms. This term can not be used with the 'N o  deriva­

tives' term, b ec a u se  it applies only to derivate works.

See  their w e b s ite  at h ttp :/ /w w w .creat ivecom m on s.org  for 

further information.

W h ile  Creative  C o m m o n s  is an international m ovem ent, it 

requires national affiliation so that each jurisdiction develops  the 

licensing m odels  appropriate  to their national legal system.

The Q u e e n s la n d  University o fT ec h n o lo g y  (QUT) has signed 

a m em orandum  of understanding with Creative C om m ons as the 
Australian affiliate institution, and work on the Australian version 

of the l icen ces  has b een  carried out by a drafting team  led by 

Q U T  head of the School o f Law, Professor Brian Fitzgerald, and 

Blake D a w so n  W aldron solicitor Ian Oi.

Q U T  deputy vice-chancellor, Tom Cochrane, w h o  con venes  

the Australian Libraries' Copyright Com m ittee, Professor Fitzger­

ald and Mr Oi launched the Australian creative com m ons project, 
at a C opyright Society  o f Australia sem inar held at the Sy dney 

office o f B lake D a w so n  W aldron on 3 1  March.

Australia  jo in s  a g ro w in g  list of iC o m m o n s  [sic] countries  

w'hich include the United Kingdom, China, France, Finland and 

Japan. Information about the Australian pro ject  is ava ilab le  from
http://w w w.creat ivecom m ons.org .au . ■
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■  P o w e r f u l  i n d e x i n g  a n d  

r e t r i e v a l  t o o l s  o f f e r  h i g h l y  

f l e x i b l e  a n d  s u p e r - f a s t  

s e a r c h  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  b o t h  

l i b r a r y  s t a f f  a n d  c u s t o m e r s .

■  W e b - c e n t r i c  SPVDUS 
e m p o w e r s  b o r r o w e r s  t o  

a c c e s s  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  v i a  

t h e  i n t e r n e t ,  b o o s t i n g  s t a f f  

p r o d u c t i v i t y .

H  B a c k e d  b y  l i b r a r y  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  

l i b r a r i e s  a n d  c u s t o m e r  

s e r v i c e .
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