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Library and Information Week 2004
o w n  and  lo ad ed  —  the  right in 
fo rm ation  at the right tim e is a L i
brary and  In fo rm ation  W e e k  (L IW )  

them e that lends itself to a w id e  range of 
a d v o c a c y  o p p o rtu n it ie s  across a ll lib ra ry  
and  in fo rm ation  sectors, to sh o w case  cur
rent and  n ew  se rv ice s  and  p roducts , and  
p rom ote  a ca ree r in the sector.

The n e w  L IW  posters p ro m o te  the  
know led ge , skills and va lue  the lib rary  and 
in fo rm ation  professional brings to in fo rm a
tion  se rv ices. The poster sci-fi: dow n and  
loaded  in p a rticu la r features this (the m er
chand is ing  cata logue is at http://alia.org.au/ 
ad vo ca cy/a lw / 2 0 0 4 / ca ta lo g u e .h tm l). The 
posters are not badged  for L IW  and  so w ill 
not b e c o m e  o u td a ted  b eyo n d  the w eek 's  
ce leb ra tions. They  are also  su itab le  for d is 
p lay  in any  w o rk p lace .

V a lu a b le  re sources on  p u b lic- acce ss  
in ternet se rv ices , in c lu d in g  g u id e 
lines on issues such as internet c o n 
d itions of use p o lic ie s  and  filtering , 
p repared  by A L IA 's  O n lin e  C on ten t 
and  R e g u la tio n  re fe ren ce  g roup  
are  a v a ila b le  at h ttp ://alia .org .au/ 
advocacy/internet.access/. N etA lert, 
the fed era l g o ve rn m en t's  In tern et 
Sa fe ty  A d v is o ry  B o d y  'h e lp in g  
ch ild re n  and  fam ilie s  e n jo y  a ll the 
benefits  o f the  in terne t in a safe 
and  re w a rd in g  w a y ' is p a r t ic ip a t 
ing in L IW  by d is tr ib u tin g  th e ir 
p ro m o tio n a l m ateria ls . A L IA  is 
d e lig h ted  that N e tA le r t  [http: 
//w w w .n e ta le r t .ne t.au ] has d ec id ed  
to partner w ith  us for L IW  2004.

Th is y e a r  a lso  h ap p en s  to be 
the 21st a n n ive rsa ry  o f M e m  Fox's 
ico n ic  ch ild ren 's book Possum  M ag 
ic. The A L IA  C h ild re n 's  and  Youth  
S e rv ic e s  g roup  p ick ed  up on this 
last year and  the pu b lishe r S c h o la s 
tic has responded en thusiastica lly  to 
our p roposal to ce leb ra te  the a n n i
ve rsary  w ith  ou r sector d u ring  L IW . 
Sch o la s tic  is p ro v id in g  p rom otion a l 
m ateria ls and  M em  Fox has agreed  
to a ttend  a c h ild re n 's  and  m e d ia  
e ven t at a S y d n e y  p u b lic  lib rary. 
H o p e fu lly  M e m  w il l  h ave  tim e  for 
som e read ing . I w ill  long rem em ber 
her talk at the 2003 Sp ec ia l, H ea lth  
and Law  con feren ce  d inner in w h ich  
she em b ellished  stories from her life 
w ith  read ing s of her books. W h y  
w as a ch ild ren 's  au tho r speak ing  at 
a d in n er for sp ec ia l, hea lth  and  law  
lib rarians a num b er of delegates at

m y tab le  w o n d e re d ?  N o-one w as in d o ub t 
as the ta lk  un fo lded  and  I w as  not the o n ly  
o n e  w h o  shed a few  tears w ith  Koala Lou. 
H av in g  seen the m ed ia  c lip s  o f O p p o s itio n  
Leader M a rk  Latham  read ing  Koala Lou  to 
ch ild ren  I w as  de ligh ted  to hear that M e m  
is go ing  to g ive  h im  som e read ing  tips!

W ith  this th em e  h o w  c o u ld  w e  not 
c o n t in u e  to ra ise  the  issue o f co p y r ig h t 
and  the  A u s tra lia /U S  trade  ag reem en t. 
( http://a I ia .o rg .a u / a d v o c a c y / in q u ir ie s /  
d e ta il.p h p ? ID = 1  8) If the  ag reem en t goes 
ahead  as is p ro p o sed  it w ill  h ave  a se r i
ously  detrim en ta l im p act on ou r ab ility  to 
access  'th e  right in fo rm a tio n  at the right 
tim e '. It is o b v iou s that the governm en t c a 
p itu la ted  at the last m inute  to U S  dem and s 
on copyrigh t and  in te llectua l property, h a v 
ing said  o n ly  a few  w e ek s  befo re  the last 
frantic nego tia tions that the copyrigh t term  
and  re lated  matters w e re  not open  for n e 
gotiation . As H e len  Roberts, the co n ve n o r 
of ALIA 's C opyrigh t and  IP  com m ittee , ap tly  
said at its recen t m eeting  'the  U S  has been  
focused on the n ew  eco n o m ie s  in its nego 
tia tions and  the A ustra lian  g overnm en t the 
o ld  e co n o m ie s .' A L IA  has been  inv ited  to 
m ake  a su bm iss ion  to the Sen a te  Treaties 
c o m m itte e  in q u iry  in to  the  trade a g re e 
m ent and  w e  expect to be appearing  at the 
hearing  on 14 M a y  w h ic h  p rovides a good  
op po rtu n ity  for us to m ake  ou r points and  
segue w ith  L IW .

The fed era l g o ve rn m en t is yet to  re 
spond to the report Libraries in the on line  
environm ent from  the Senate  Environm ent, 
C o m m u n ica tio n s , In fo rm ation  Tech n o log y  
and  the  Arts co m m ittee . A L IA  w ill  host a 
n u m b er o f fo rum s d u rin g  L IW  to d iscuss 
the o u tco m es  o f the report and  future a c 
tion.

M oyra  M cA llister, F A L IA
C ongratu lations to M o yra  M cA llis te r  on her 
Fe llo w sh ip . M o y ra  is an outstand ing  p ra c 
t itioner he ld  in high regard by those w h o  
have had the p leasu re  o f w o rk ing  w ith  her. 
M oyra 's  Fe llow sh ip  w as presented at a ve ry  
successful and  en jo yab le  function  in M arch  
held by A L IA  V ic to r ia  to ce leb ra te  the past, 
present and  future.

Voting
The ba llo t for v ice-president and d irectors 
c lo ses at c lo se  o f business on 14 A p ril. 
D o n 't  m iss this o p p o rtu n ity  to sh ap e  the 
future o f you r assoc ia tion . s

2 6 / / /  C V /  i f ' A p r i l  2 0 0 4

mailto:jennefer.nicholson@alia.org.au
http://alia.org.au/
http://alia.org.au/
http://www.netalert.net.au
http://a

