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I n s p i r e !

...g ives a vo ice to the 
new generation of library 
and information profes­
sionals. If you have any 
suggestions or top ics 
for this column, please 
contact the column co ­
ordinator, Kate Watson, 
k.watson@cqu.edu.au.

University made me 
an achievement junkie!

ewsflash\ At t h e  re la t ive ly  y o u n g  a g e  
o f  3 3  y e a rs ,  n e w l y  g r a d u a t e d  l ib ra r ­
ian Kim M o o d y  c o n f e s s e s  to  o u r  ro v ­

ing  r e p o r t e r  t h a t  s h e  is in f a c t  a n  a c h i e v e m e n t  
j u n k i e .

'Yes, I'm afraid it's true —  you see /  have 
spent 17 out o f my 33 years studying 
within form al educational institutions. 
That's ju st over h a lf my life ! i'm  afraid 
that i f  i  don't have the deadline o f an 
8000 word assignment hanging over my 
head, i  ju st don't know what to do with 
m yself!

B u t  it s e e m s  k e e p i n g  b u s y  is n o t  K im 's  
o n l y  p r o b l e m  —  a p p a r e n t l y ,  r e c e i v i n g  c o n ­
s t a n t  f e e d b a c k  in t h e  f o r m  o f  a s s i g n m e n t  
g r a d e s  e v e r y  f e w  w e e k s  h a s  a l s o  r e s u l t e d  in 
a n o t h e r  h a b i t  —  Kim h a s  a n  i n s a t i a b l e  n e e d  
fo r  c o n s t a n t  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h e r  w o r k ,  s o m e ­
t h i n g  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  h a p p e n  in t h e  
w o r k p l a c e .

'D on't get me wrong, my work co l­
leagues and managers are great, and 
they do com m end me on m y work 
where appropriate, but it's ju s t not 
enough! i  want them to te ll me h o w  
good it is —  do / get 90 per cent, or only 
75per cent? How am igoing in relation 
to my colleagues? i  mean, / know  life 
is not meant to be a com petition, but 
format study certainly is, and i'm  hav­
ing trouble breaking the habit. Can i  get 
patches for this addiction f

Kim is n o t  a l o n e  —  m a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
t h a t  s h e  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  a r e  h a v i n g  s i m i l a r  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a f te r  
t h e  f a s t - p a c e d  w o r l d  o f  u n iv e r s i ty .  It s e e m s  
c o n s t a n t  h i g h - l e v e l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t i m u l a t i o n ,  
p r e s s in g  d e a d l i n e s  a n d  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  g o a l s  o f  
a s s i g n m e n t s  a n d  1 4 - w e e k  s e m e s t e r s  c a n n o t  
b e  e f f e c t iv e ly  r e p l i c a t e d  b y  e n t r y - l e v e l  j o b s .  
So w h a t  c a n  t h e  g r a d u a t e  d o  to  e a s e  t h e  t r a n ­
s i t io n  f r o m  u n iv e r s i ty  t o  w o r k ?

'To be honest, / have been lu cky in a 
way. A s part o f m y university course,
/ con d u cted  a research  p ro je c t on 
censorsh ip  in libraries. M y su perv i­
so r on the p ro ject suggested / subm it 
m y p aper to the ALIA  2004  con fer­
ence. She even suggested that / e lect 
to have it p e e r review ed. That rea lly  
frightened me at first! But / figured that 
i f  she thought / cou ld  do it, i  p robably  
could. A n d  i'm  so g la d  that i  d id  it.

'M y paper was accepted, which gave 
me a focus for a ll the intellectual en­
ergy I  had left at the end o f my studies. / 
had to finalise the paper, incorporate the 
changes suggested by the reviewers ana 
prepare the presentation for the confer­
ence. But that was ju st the beginning.

'Presenting at the conference opened up 
many more doors for me, both in terms 
o f career development and intellectual 
stimulation. A fter my presentation i  was 
approached to run workplace training 
workshops, assist in the creation o f p ro­
fessional developm ent materials, have 
my paper published, and write articles 
for Q u i l l  ana inCite.
W h i l s t  r i f l ing  t h r o u g h  K im 's  d e s k  fo r  a d d ­

e d  dirt ,  th is  r e p o r t e r  a l s o  u n c o v e r e d  a lo n g  ' to  
d o '  list w r i t t e n  o n  a n  A U A 2 0 0 4  C o n f e r e n c e  
n o t e p a d .  T h e  list a p p e a r e d  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  i d e a s  
for  f u tu re  p ro je c t s .  W h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  th is  
list, Kim r e s p o n d e d ,

7  can't believe you went through my 
desk! Are you sure you work for i n C i te r  
But yes, the presentations /  attended at 
the conference were very stimulating 
—  /  found  /  was jotting down ideas for 
future research projects andprofessional 
development activities a ll the time. Ana 
hand back my pocket calculator!

S o  it s e e m s  t h i s  a d d i c t i o n  c a n  a t  l e a s t  
b e  m i t i g a t e d  in s o m e  w a y  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  K e e p i n g  b u s y  w i t h  
s u c h  p r o j e c t s  h a s  a  t h r e e f o l d  i m p a c t :  t h e y  
h e l p  t h e  g r a d u a t e  t o  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  h i s  o r  
h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  skills, t h e y  m a k e  m e a n i n g f u l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  t h e  p r o f e s s io n ,  a n d  t h e y  e a s e  
t h e  t r a n s i t io n  f r o m  un ive rs i ty  t o  th e  en t ry - lev e l  
w o r k p l a c e .

S o  w h a t  a r e  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  p r o s p e c t s  for  
r e c o v e r i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t  j u n k i e s  l ike Kim?

'W ell, /  have to say the future is look­
ing bright. /  have learnt over time that 
being a librarian does in fact contain 
many challenges, ju st in different ways 
to those i  faced as a student. /  literally 
learn something new  every day. Mean­
while my external professional activities, 
such as article writing and researching, 
help to keep my professional knowledge 
fresh and broaden my perspective. Each 
activity also results in feedback o f some 
kind or another, whether it be in having 
an article accepted for publication, a pat 
on the back after a successful presenta­
tion, or whether it be as sim ple as my 
own personal reflection on what has 
been achieved . '

A n d  s o ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  i n s ig h t f u l  r e p o r t  
fi led, th is  r e p o r t e r  is s i g n in g  off. D a m n  s h a m e  
a b o u t  t h e  p o c k e t  c a l c u l a t o r ,  t h o u g h . . .

W hen K im  isn 't co n d u ctin g  im aginary in terv iew s  

w ith  h erse lf, sh e  is  a re fe re n ce  lib ra ria n  a t 

Q u e e n sla n d  U n iv e rsity  o f  Technology, G a rd en s 

Poin t. K im 's p ro fe ss io n a l p o rtfo lio  is  available  

o n lin e  a t h ttp ://h o m ep a g e .p o w eru p .co m . 

au/~ jayjay/.
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