
Congratulations to ALIAs newest Fellow!
Janine Schmidt, was presented with an ALIA Fellowship at the recent ALIA2004 Biennial conference.

J a n i n e  B e t t y  S c h m i d t ,  B A ,  M L i b ,  F A L I A

J an in e  S c h m id t  h a s  ta k e n  a s t ro n g  l e a d e r ­
s h ip  ro le  in A u s t ra l ia  in l ib rary  a n d  infor­
m a t io n  s c i e n c e .  W i th  c rea t iv e ,  in te l l igen t  
a p p r o a c h e s  a n d  a  c o m m i t m e n t  to  e x c e l ­
le n c e ,  s h e  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  g iv en  o f  h e r  
t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  to  d r iv e  c h a n g e  for th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  l ib ra r ie s  a n d  th e i r  c l ien ts ,  a n d  
for th e  p ro f e s s io n .

As un iv e rs i ty  l ib ra r ia n  a t  t h e  U n iv e r ­
sity o f  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  s h e  h a s  t r a n s f o r m e d  
w h a t  w a s  a large ,  b u t  in m a n y  w a y s  very  
t r a d i t i o n a l ,  l ib r a r y  in to  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
w h i c h  is u s e d  as a b e n c h m a r k  by  m a n y  
un ivers i t ie s  w i t h i n  a n d  b e y o n d  A ustra lia .  
S h e  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  fu l l e s t  a d v a n t a g e  o f  
t h e  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a ­
t io n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  to  m a k e  t h e  U n ive rs i ty  
l ib ra ry  a c c e s s i b l e  to  t h e  w h o l e  U n i v e r ­
sity o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  has  
c o l l a b o r a t e d  c l o s e l y  w i th  o t h e r  u n iv e r s i ­
t ies  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  to  g ive  th e i r  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  s ta ff  a c c e s s  to  t h e  l ibrary . 
T h an k s  to  h e r  d e d i c a t io n ,  d r ive  a n d  l e a d ­
e r sh ip ,  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  Cy- 
b ra ry  h a s  r e c e i v e d  v a r i o u s  a w a r d s  a n d  
d i s t inc t ions ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  A us t ra l ian  U n i ­
vers i ty  T e a c h i n g  A w a rd ,  a n d  t h e  C y b e r ­
s c h o o l  w o n  t h e  ALIA I n n o v a t io n  A w a rd  
r e c o g n i s i n g  n e w ,  o r i g i n a l  a n d  c r e a t i v e  
p ra c t i c e s  in a library. M o r e  recen t ly ,  t h e  
i n a u g u r a l  ALIA E x c e l l e n c e  A w a r d  w a s  
p r e s e n t e d  to  J a n i n e  for th e  U n ive rs i ty  of

Q u e e n s l a n d  Ip sw ich  Library, r e c o g n i s i n g  
e x c e l l e n c e  in b u i ld in g  d es ig n  a n d  se rv ic e  
del ivery.

At b o th  th e  State Library of N e w  Sou th  
W a l e s  a n d  th e  U nivers i ty  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  
Jan in e  has  c h a m p i o n e d  staff d e v e l o p m e n t  
a n d  cu l tura l  c h a n g e  as w a y s  o f  im p ro v in g  
se rv ices .  S h e  has  a l s o  a d o p t e d  a m a r k e t ­
ing  a n d  p r o m o t i o n s  a p p r o a c h  to  in fo rm  
u s e r s  o f  t h e  s e r v ic e s  a v a i l a b l e  to  t h e m ,  
s e e k  th e i r  f e e d b a c k  a n d  to  p o s i t i o n  t h e  
l ib rary  in th e  m i n d s  o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n s ib l e  
for  p o l i c y  a n d  fu n d in g .

J a n i n e  is a  t i r e l e s s  a m b a s s a d o r  fo r  
A us t ra l ian  l ib ra r ia n sh ip ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c ro ss -  
s e c to ra l ,  n a t io n a l  a n d  in t e r n a t i o n a l  c o l ­
l a b o r a t i o n .  S h e  is a n  a d v o c a t e  fo r  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
p a r t i c u la r ly  in th e  n e w  in fo rm a t io n  s o c i ­
e ty  w h e r e  th e  dig i ta l  d iv id e  is ve ry  real .  
J a n in e ' s  e x t e n s i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  p u b ­
l i c a t io n s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  
a l o n g  w i th  h e r  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  n a t i o n a l  
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  f o r u m s  
a n d  a s s o c ia t io n s  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
in f luen t ia l  ro le  s h e  h a s  p l a y e d .

Jan ine 's  c a r e e r  h a s  s p a n n e d  th e  a c a ­
d e m i c  l ib ra ry ,  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  a n d  t h e  
s t a t e  l ib ra ry  s e c to r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l ib r a r y  
a n d  i n f o rm a t io n  s t u d ie s  e d u c a t i o n .  S h e  
h a s  w o r k e d  w i th  s e n i o r  p e r s o n n e l  f rom  
c u l tu r a l  h e r i t a g e  in s t i tu t io n s  o n  v a r io u s

n a t io n a l  t a sk  fo rc e s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e s ,  in ­
c l u d i n g  T o w a rd s  F ed e ra t io n  2 0 0 1 .  J a n in e  
h a s  s p o k e n  w i d e l y  o n  t h e  n e e d  to  p r o ­
m o t e  a n d  m a rk e t  l ibrary  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  
s e rv ic e s ,  r e a c h i n g  o u t  to  all l ib ra ry  s e c ­
to rs  a n d  o t h e r  c u l tu r a l  a n d  in f o r m a t i o n  
a g e n c i e s .

A s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  J a n in e ' s  c a r e e r  
w a s  d e v o t e d  t o  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  A l ­
t h o u g h  w e l l - k n o w n  a n d  r e s p e c t e d  as  an  
i n n o v a t i v e  m a n a g e r ,  c l o s e  b e n e a t h  th e  
s u r f a c e  is J a n in e  t h e  tea cher .  H e r  i n n o v a ­
tive a p p r o a c h  to  c u r r i c u lu m  d e v e l o p m e n t  
a n d  t e a c h i n g  w h i l e  a t  Kuring-Gai  C o l le g e  
o f  A d v a n c e d  E d u c a t io n  in th e  la te  1 9 7 0 s  
a n d  ea r ly  1 9 8 0 s  g av e  h e r  a na t io n a l  r e p u ­
ta t io n  in th is  field.  J a n in e  g e n e r o u s l y  a n d  
c o n s t a n t l y  s h a r e s  h e r  k n o w l e d g e  w i th  
o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p ro f e s s io n  a n d  is 
w e l l - r e g a r d e d  by  m a n y  as  a m e n to r .  S he  
w a s  p r e s id e n t  o f  ALIA's E d u c a t io n  for Li­
b r a r i a n s h i p  S e c t i o n  in 1 9 8 1 ,  a n d  w a s  a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  ALIA B o ard  o f  E d u c a t io n  
f ro m  2 0 0 0  to  2 0 0 1 .

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
to  l ib r a r ia n s h ip  m a d e  by  J a n in e  S c h m id t  
l ies n o t  o n l y  in t h e  e x c e l l e n t  m a n a g e ­
m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  
l ibrary , b u t  in t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  l ib ra r ­
ians  as  l e a d e r s  in th e  u s e  o f  g o o d  m a n ­
a g e m e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  as  in n o v a to r s .  
H e r  ac t iv i t ie s  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  a very  
p o s i t iv e  i m a g e  o f  A us t ra l ia n  l ib rar ies  a n d  
l ibrar ians  o u t s id e  th e  l ibrary a n d  i n fo rm a ­
t ion  sec tor ,  b o t h  n a t io n a l ly  a n d  i n t e r n a ­
tionally .  W i th in  th e  U nivers ity  of  Q u e e n s ­
l an d ,  J a n i n e  is r e c o g n i s e d  as  o n e  o f  th e  
m o s t  a b l e  m a n a g e r s  a n d  h e r  a d v i c e  a n d  
o p i n i o n s  a r e  s o u g h t  by  s e n i o r  off icers  o n  
m a t t e r s  n o t  ju s t  p e r t a i n in g  to  l ibrar ies .

J a n in e  is r e g a r d e d  h ighly  by h e r  pee rs  
for  h e r  p ro f e s s i o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  h e r  
c o m m i t m e n t  to  t h e  p ro fe s s io n .  S h e  is t h e  
p r o t o t y p e  for a p o s i t iv e  im a g e  of t h e  p r o ­
fe s s io n  —  d y n a m i c ,  c h ic ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  
a r t i c u la t e ,  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  in te l l igen t .

H e r  c o m m i t m e n t  to  b r o a d e r  p ro f e s ­
s io n a l  id ea ls  is d e m o n s t r a t e d  by  h e r  p a r ­
t i c i p a t i o n  in p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
a n d  h e r  r e c o rd  o f  p u b l i c a t io n  a n d  c o n fe r ­
e n c e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  b o t h  in A us t ra l ia  a n d  
o v e r s e a s .  H e r  c a r e e r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  s h o w  
t h a t  s h e  h a s  m a d e  s ig n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u ­
t io n s  to  th e  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  li­
b ra ry  p ro fe s s io n  in a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  a reas .  
T hese ,  a n d  h e r  w i l l in g n e s s  to  p a r t i c ip a te  
a n d  s h o w  l e a d e r s h i p  in ALIA a n d  o t h e r  
p ro fe s s io n a l  a r e n a s  m a k e  J a n in e  S c h m id t  
a m o s t  d e s e r v i n g  r e c i p i e n t  o f  th e  d i s t in c ­
t io n  o f  F e l lo w  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  L ibrary  
a n d  i n fo rm a t io n  A s s o c ia t io n .  *

N e w  T r e n h o l m e  d i r e c t o r  o f  l i b r a r i e s

After an extensive international search, Janine Schmidt has been appointed as 
Trenholme director of libraries at McGill University. Her term in office will begin 
on 1 February 2005.

Janine comes to McGill after serving for a decade as university librarian at 
the University of Queensland, where she won several awards including the ALIA 
Library Manager of the Year (1999) and received an ALIA Fellowship in 2004.

Under Janine's leadership, the University of Queensland library system suc­
cessfully integrated information technology systems, developed the University of 
Queensland Cybrary, refurbished existing buildings, installed more than 1100 com­
puters in learning centres, collaborated in the development of multimedia teaching 
initiatives, and provided services to more than 3000 students and 5000 staff.

Janine has published widely in a variety of professional and academic journals, 
with particular attention paid to the evolution of the role of libraries in the 21st 
century. She is a frequent speaker at Australian and international conferences, has 
served on national committees in Australia, and consulted widely around the world 
on library developments.

She is an outstanding librarian and manager who is firmly committed to ad­
vancing information delivery services while preserving the finest aspects of librar­
ies as physical spaces and academic commons. Janine has a finely-tuned sense of 
the teaching, learning, and research communities and that will make her a truly 
outstanding Trenholme director of the McGill Libraries. We are delighted that she 
will be joining us at McGill and I look forward to working with her as we continue 
to invest in the future of McGill by investing in the future of our libraries.
Professor A nthony C  M asi, D ep uty P rovost a n d  c h ie f inform ation o fficer
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