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Literacy, num eracy in spotlight
Kalgoorlie M iner, 1 6 September, 
by M egan Sadler

G o ld f ie ld s  ed u cato rs  spent N a tio n a l 
L ite racy  and  N u m e racy  W e e k  lea rn 
ing n ew  skills to help boost literacy. A 
num ber of p ro fess ional d eve lop m en t 
w orkshops w ere  held during the w eek  
to teach educators the skills to evaluate 
children 's literacy and num eracy.

Books bonanza 'too little , too la te ’ 
Ham ilton Spectator, 1 6 Septem ber

Libera l spokesm an for Loca l G o v e rn 
ment in V ictoria, John Vogels, described 
the V ic to rian  governm ent's 'B o o k  B o 
nanza' funding as 'Too little, too late'. 
H e  said that under the B racks Labor 
governm ent, the state governm ent had 
reduced d irect funding to libraries, and 
had left councils  to m ake up the short
fall.

L ib ra ry  tu rn s new  le a f
W ollond illy  Advertiser, 14 Septem ber

W o llo n d il ly  residents are being  given 
a ch a n ce  to have the ir say about the 
future of public library services. Librar
ies A liv e ! are co n d u c t in g  a study of 
co m m u n ity  w an ts and  needs. M ayo r 
M ichae l Banaskik said that it was about 
'm ak ing  sure that in the future w e  are 
p rov id ing  the right lib rary  serv ices to 
the right people '.

W ord  on lib raries  gets out 
N ew castle Herald, 13 September, 
by N eil Keene

N e w ca s t le  and Lake M a cq u a r ie  resi
dents b o rrow  m ore books per cap ita  
than any other m ajo r tow n  or c ity  in 
N e w  South W a le s . N o e lle  N e lson , li
brary and cultural developm ent m anag
er at N ew castle  C ity C ounc il, said that 
the N ew castle  library had established a 
reputation for being an industry leader 
in m aking the co llection  attractive and 
enticing.

A w ard-w inn ing  lite ra c y  program
M ord ia lloc Chelsea Leader,
13 Septem ber

C h e lsea  P r im ary  Scho o l has w o n  an 
A ch ie v e m e n t A w a rd  du rin g  L ite ra cy  
and N um eracy W e e k  in recognition of 
its efforts to boost literacy. The literacy 
co-ordinator at the school said that the 
school had been channe lling  funds and 
resources into boosting literacy levels, 
and the effort w as beginning to be re
warded.

It’s now  up to B racks
W angaratta Chronicle, 10 Septem ber, 
by Peta Carlyon

The Federal G overnm ent has a llocated

$550 000 from its R eg io n a l Partner
ships program to kick-start an ambitious 
$2.5 m illion  public  library com plex  for 
the Wangaratta region. The Council, and 
the G ou lb u rn  O ve n s  Institute of TAFE 
have each  p rovided  $500 000 to the 
pro ject, w ith  the rem ain ing  $900 000 
expected  to com e from  the V ic to rian  
L iv ing  Libraries and C o m m un ity  Su p 
port Fund programs. The proposed li
brary com plex w ill com bine the existing 
com m unity and TAFE libraries.

L ib ra ry  is the favo u rite  spot
The M ornington-Southern Pen insu la
M ail, 9 Septem ber

The n ew  M orn ington  Library has w on  
the 'Year of the Bu ilt Environm ent 2004 
—  M y  Favourite  P la c e ' com p etit io n . 
M em bers of the p ub lic  w e re  asked to 
nom inate their 'favourite p lace ', m any 
entrants highlighted their appreciation  
of the spacious new  building, and oth 
ers bragged about the co lle c tio n , the 
staff and the new  facilities.

N ew chapter fo r lib raries  
W arrnam bool Standard, 9 Septem ber, 
by Vanessa Burrow

M o y n e  Sh ire lib raries are about to be 
the subject of a m ajor review. O pen ing  
hours, book stock levels, and the m o 
b ile library service have all been exam 
ined. A  2003 rev iew  has found that the 
Corangam ite Regional Library Corpora
tion, o f w h ich  M o yn e  is a part, rated 
w e ll be low  average com pared to n ine
teen sim ilar rural services. The council 
w ill consu lt w ith  the stakeholders af
fected by the proposed changes to the 
library services.

Funding breakthrough
Glen Innes Examiner, 9 September, 
by Lisa W illiam s

The G len  Severn  Learn ing  C en tre  has 
received  a Federal G overnm ent grant of 
$309 000 under the Reg ional Partner
ships program. The funding provides the 
final funds required to com m ence con 
struction of the centre. The new  centre 
w ill include a learning library with high- 
tech equ ipm ent, a U n ive rs ity  of N e w  
England Access Centre, multi-function 
rooms, conference facilities, art gallery 
and public spaces.

O h baby, h ere ’s a good read
Cam pbelltow n-M acarthur Advertiser, 
8 September, by Rebecca  Senescall 

C am belltow n  C ounc il is considering a 
proposal under w hich  each new  baby in 
the region w ou ld  be given a children's 
book and library m em bership ap p lica 
tion form. The aim  of the schem e is to 
enco u rag e  literacy. C o u n c illo r  Aaron

Ru le said that this w as a 'w a y  of w e l
com ing  the new -born  into ou r c o m 
m unity and re in fo rcing  the va lu e  that 
council and com m un ity  p lace on read
ing and learning.'

Bigger lib ra ry  plan
M anningham  Leader, 8 Septem ber

M ann ingham  C o u n c il has app lied  for 
the lib ra ry  to be m o ved  to a p rim e 
lo ca tio n  in the  ex p an d ed  W e s t f ie ld  
D oncaster Shopp ing tow n . If the plans 
are approved, the lib rary w o u ld  m ove 
to a prim e location  near the cinem as, 
restaurants and recreation area. The size 
of the library w ou ld  increase by thirty- 
two per cent.

L ib ra ry  funds petition  
attracts w ide support
M erredin-W heatbelt M ercury,
8 Septem ber

A lm ost 18 000 peop le  have signed a 
petition ca llin g  for increased  funding 
for W estern  Australian public  libraries. 
The petition w as launched  in April to 
facilitate com m unity input into the cam 
paign, and to p rovide a vo ice  for W e st
ern Austra lian  lib rary users w h o  w ant 
the state governm ent to adequately fund 
the public library service.

Learning is fun at lib ra ry
Riverine Herald, 8 Septem ber 

C am paspe  Reg iona l L ib rary  hosted a 
'Life is Learning ' cam paign during Sep 
tember. The cam paign w as designed to 
h ighlight the array of resources a va il
ab le to the com m u n ity  at V icto rian  li
braries.

Booking a place in national aw ards
South Coast Register, 8 September, 
by Am anda Beadm an 

N ow ra  teacher-librarian, C ec ily  Trevil- 
lion, w as recently selected as the N ew  
South W a les  nom inee for the 'Australian 
Teacher-Librarian of the Year A w ard '. Ms 
Trevillion was nom inated by her school 
p rinc ip a l and other staff m em bers in 
recognition of her passion and devotion 
to her chosen career. The national w in 
ner of the aw ard  w ill be announced  on 
International School Library Day, M o n 
day, 25 October.

State  lib ra ry  now easier to access
Sunshine Coast W eekly, 8 Septem ber

The State Library of Queensland recently 
launched a revamped website: http://www. 
slq.qld.gov.au. Extensive staff and public 
input from client groups, surveys and in
terviews assisted in helping to create the 
improved website. The new website fea
tures clearer navigational structure with 
an emphasis on helping users find the 
information they want quickly.
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Books as yo u th fu l bond
Com m unity New s —  M oreland,
7 September, by Robert Fedele 

B runsw ick  Library's LA R FF  —  Lots of read 
ing for fun —  bookclub  is still going strong. 
D eve loped  to prom ote reading to teenagers, 
the focus of the bookclub  is books, but it is 
also about fun, friendsh ip  and  in teraction  
w ith other young people.

Sto ry tim e  fo r tin y  tots
Ferntree G u lly M ail, 7 Septem ber

The Eastern Regional Libraries have launched 
a 'R ead  w ith  m e' program . U n d e r the p ro 
gram , each  ch ild  born in Knox, the Yarra 
Ranges, and M aroondah  w ill rece ive a new 
book. The p ro ject w as partly  funded  by a 
$40 000 state governm ent grant. The project 
also aims to encourage new  parents to take 
an active interest in reading to their children. 
The story also featured in the M a ro o nd ah  
Leader, 'L ite racy  starts w ith  young '; and in 
the M aroondah-Yarra Ranges Journal 'Start
ing them young '.

The c lever w ay  to get kids reading
W est Australian, 4 September, 
by Heather Zubeck

W h a t  is the secret to getting ch ild ren  inter
ested in non-fiction books? W e ll,  accord ing  
to Heather Zubeck, the trick is to offer them 
visua lly  exciting illustrations a longside gory 
and h ilarious stories from history.

L ib ra ry  sem inars
con fron t serious learn ing  problem s
Noosa News, 3 Septem ber 

The N oosa  Lib rary is hosting free in fo rm a
tion seminars for peop le w ith  learn ing prob
lems in O ctober. The program is designed for 
people w ith  learning problem s such as audio 
processing disorder, d ysp honetic  dyslex ia , 
dyspraxia, reading com prehension , reading 
disorder, scoptic sensitivity syndrom e, visual 
perceptual deficit and visual processing d is
order.

Youth rules, ok?
Cooma M onaro Express, 2 Septem ber

The Coom a Library recently opened its young 
adults' section. The open ing w as celebrated  
by Youth Rule, a youth night featuring music, 
prizes, food and drinks and w h ich  w ill also 
g ive young people the opportunity to chose 
the d irec tion  that the young  adu lt section  
takes.

National Simultaneous 
Storytime
The resp onse  to N a t io n a l S im u lta n e o u s  
S to ry tim e  w as trem en d ou s this year. Too 
m any articles appeared to list each one, but 
here are a select few ...

Fun in m iddle o f  m uddle
W ollonclilly Advertiser, 14 Septem ber

M o re  than 200 ch ild ren , teachers and par
ents crow ded  into Picton M a ll for a reading 
of M ik e  Dum bleton 's ch ild ren 's book Mud- 
dled-up farm. D ancing  singing and craft a c 
com pan ied  the storytelling.

No m uddle o ver book launch
Springvale Dandenong Leader,
13 Septem ber

Muddled-up farm  is a hit w ith  local yo u th s
Bayside Star, 8 Septem ber

C h ild ren  flock to lib ra ry
Hunter Ba iley  News, 8 Septem ber

“M uddled up” fo r all the right reasons
Bunyip, 8 Septem ber

R eading queue
Cam den Advertiser, 8 Septem ber 

C lare  P rim ary  students  
jo in  national lite racy  event
Northern Argus. 8 Septem ber

A nim al sounds at the lib raries
South G ippsland Sentinel Times,
7 Septem ber

D iscoverin g  in the magic o f  reading
Cowra Guardian, 6 Septem ber 

Books, hooks and m ore books  
Cootam undra Herald, 6 Septem ber 

G et m uddled w ith  N ational S to ry tim e
Cowra Guardian, 30 August ■

Information 
Management in 
the digital age.
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meeting a huge variety of people?
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(Comm unication and Inform ation Technology)
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A C T
• 12/10 APSIG lunchtime seminar
Born digital: future challenges for her
itage conservation. NLA Conference 
Room, 4th floor, 12:30-1:30pm. Three 
speakers: Prof A Galla, ANU; Kevin 
Bradley, NLA; plus another NLA expert 
will report on latest developments. 
Contact: Marie Sexton, ph 02 6247 
7795, msexton@netspeed.com.au
• 13/10 ACTive ALIA Library visit: 
tour the new National Museum of 
Australia library. Learn about NMA 
library services and collections, how 
it supports the work of NMA. Lawson 
Cres, Acton Peninsula, NMA Admin
istrative Annexe (ex hospice — long 
white building), enter via ramp 
4:30pm. RSVP (for catering purposes) 
by e-mail to: Sherrey Quinn, ph 02 
6257 9177, sherrey.quinn@alianet. 
alia.org.au
• 15/11 APSIG visit to the Pacific 
Manuscripts Bureau, ANU Visit the HQ 
of the PMB followed by a talk by Prof 
Brij Lai, ANU, on Pacific researches and 
use of the microfilm produced by PMB. 
Meet in the foyer, Coombes Building, 
ANU, 4:30pm for 5:00pm. Refresh
ments. Contact: Deveni Temu, ph 02 
6273 1040, dtemu@csu.edu.au

N S W
14/10 Australian Training Prod
ucts. Free workshops for VET librar
ians and content creators in TAFE, 
schools and registered training or
ganisations. Getting your materials 
published by ATP, 8:00-9:00am and 
Librarians: finding materials for staff,
10:00am—12:00pm. Cliftons, Level 
2, 200 George Street, Sydney. Seats 
are strictly limited. Contact Australian 
Training Products, ph 03 3965 5060, 
events@atpl.net.au
• 27/10 NSW New Graduates 
Group. Librarians 71 the Pub Come 
and join the NSW Mentoring Group 
for our regular informal gathering. All 
library-types welcome! Chat about 
work, the profession, or whatever. 
1st floor bar, Agincourt Hotel, corner 
Harris and George Streets at Railway 
Square, from 6:00pm. Contact Aly- 
son Dalby, ph 02 9256 5413, alyson. 
dalby@racp.edu.au

N T
• 8-9/10 2nd ALIA Top End 
Symposium. Switching Tracks: new 
roles for Library and Information 
Workers. Charles Darwin University, 
Palmerston Campus, NT. Contact: Di
anne Wilcox, ph 08 8988 2723, 
dianne.wilcox@cdu.edu.au

continued next page...
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