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The strong support o f  

our sponsors and m any  

exhibitors ensured tha t 

delegates could benefit 

professionally from the 

conference experience. ..

A L IA  has had a high pro file  in c o p y ­
right and intellectual property ad vo ­
cacy over the last few  years. This has 

been in large part due to the excellent work 
of Co lette  O rm onde, our copyright adviser. 
Colette brought to the position her inquiring 
m ind honed by her dual career as journalist 
and librarian, an excellent understanding of 
party po litica l operations, and long experi­
ence of the parliam entary process. These she 
put together w ith  her passion and com m it­
ment to defend the rights of libraries and their 
users to access inform ation  in a copyrigh t 
regim e that provides fair b a lan ce  betw een  
the rights of users and copyright rights ho ld ­
ers. Co lette retired on 24 Septem ber and is 
cu rren tly  in the L ibyan  desert on the first 
o f m any w ondrous retirem ent travels. T im e 
w ith  grandchildren, w riting and the beach all 
feature as w e ll. I have know n and adm ired  
C o le tte  s ince I first w orked  w ith  her in the 
Com m onw ealth  Parliament in the late 1980s. 
She joined A L IA  eight years ago to work with 
then executive d irector V irg in ia W a lsh  as re­
search officer and I am certain ly glad that she 
stayed on when I becam e executive director. 
Co lette  advises that she w ill be keep ing an 
eye on politics and copyright and w ill keep in 
touch w ith us, and no doubt her letters to the 
editor w ill appear regularly in newspapers.

I am  deligh ted  that Rob B rian , form er 
N e w  South W a le s  p a rliam en ta ry  lib rarian  
and  U N S W  law  lib rarian  has jo in ed  us in 
the  cop yrigh t and research  position . Rob 
a lso  brings an ex ce llen t understand ing  of 
copyrigh t leg islation  and p ractice , the par­
liam entary  process and law  lib ra riansh ip . 
Rob is based in Sydney and copyright@ alia . 
org.au and rob.brian@ aiia.org .au  w ill reach 
him . W e  are fortunate to have Rob jo in  us. 
To quote a m em ber of our Copyright and In ­
tellectual Property Po licy A dvisory G roup, 'If 
anyth ing cou ld  reconcile  me to Colette leav­
ing, it w ou ld  be the fact that you 've  got Rob 
to replace her! G reat cho ice .'

As this issue arrives in your letter box, 
over 800 delegates w ill have en jo yed  our 
A L IA  B ienn ia l Conference 2004 Challenging 
ideas on the G o ld  Coast. The program  did 
cha llenge us w ith  ideas. The strong support 
o f our sponsors and m any exhibitors ensured 
that delegates cou ld  benefit p ro fess iona lly  
from  the co n fe ren ce  ex p erience , and the 
socia l events lived  up to the A L IA  repu ta ­
tion. Papers w ill be on our w ebs ite  soon. 
M y  thanks go to the con ference  organising 
com m ittee for the resounding success of the 
conference and it w as fitting that at the c los­
ing ceremony, the Association conferred Fel­
low ship on conference chair Jan ine  Schm idt

for her outstanding contribu tion  to the p ro ­
fession throughout her career. Thanks also to 
our sponsors, exhibitors, all those institutions 
w h o  have supported the partic ipation  of or­
ganising com m ittee m em bers over the past 
tw o years, their staff as delegates, and those 
delegates w ho  attend self-funded. See you in 
Perth 2006!

W e  w e re  honoured  to have IF LA  p res i­
dent Kay Raseroka at con ference w ith  us on 
the G o ld  Coast. Kay inspired us all and it was 
great that she w as ab le  to spend tim e w ith  
our N ew  Graduates G roup  members.

During the last w eek  of August, I attended 
the IFLA  W o rld  Library and Information C o n ­
gress in Buenos Aires, together w ith our presi­
dent Imogen G arner and a strong Australian 
con tin g en t [w h ich  a lso  boosted  the loca l 
leather goods industry!]. O u r Argentinian co l­
leagues are to be com m ended  on hosting the 
first IFLA  conference in South A m erica ; and 
putting together a program that raised the pro­
file of the sector in Argentina and the region. 
The closing 'page ' o f the spectacu lar cultural 
even ing  featured m ore than 100 sch oo lch il­
dren, each w earing a t-shirt representing one 
of IFLA's m em ber countries, jo in ing  a cho ir 
on the stage and p lacing children's books into 
a g lobe frame. The books w e re  donated by 
the w ealth ier schools in Buenos A ires to be 
distributed to less-advantaged schools. To me, 
this also symbolised the clearly-evident differ­
ences in the degree of challenges library pro­
fessionals around the w orld  face to ach ieve  
eq u itab le  access to inform ation  for lib rary 
services and freedom  of information in their 
country. O n  the w orld  scene, the Australian 
library and inform ation services sector is ex­
em plary and increasing ly being prom oted in 
this international forum through the participa­
tion of Australian m embers in IFLA .

Im ogen G a rn e r hosted a re cep tion  for 
IFLA  president-elect and A L IA  Fe llo w  A lex  
B y rn e  w h o  is p rom oting  partnersh ips and 
collaboration  between library associations as 
one of his presidential themes. Eve W oodber- 
ry, Australia's representative on the Copyright 
and O ther Legal Matters com m ittee, advises 
that she and C anad ian  colleagues w ere  suc­
cessful in having free trade agreements as the 
theme for a C LM  open session at the congress 
next year in Oslo. The M anagem ent of Library 
Associations Section  executive w ill hold its 
mid-term m eeting at A L IA  H ouse next Feb­
ruary and library association representatives 
from our region w ill be invited to participate. 
The m eeting w ill im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w  A L IA  
Information O n lin e  2005 to give participants 
the opportunity to attend. »
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