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Moving beyond the stereotype

P ic tu re  y o u rse lf  at a party ... A  glass 
o f yo u r favo u rite  beve rag e  is in on e  
hand and you are surrounded by peo ­

p le that you  are u n fam ilia r  w ith . The host 
ushers you tow ards a c irc le  o f peop le, does 
the basic  in trod uctions  and  then drifts off 
to w e lc o m e  o ther guests. A fter com m ents  
ab ou t the host's n ew  house and  the dead  
pot p lants in the corner, the con ve rsa tio n  
w ith in  the group turns to the top ic  of w ork. 
The w o m an  opposite  you —  w h o  w orks in 
a bank, asks —  'S o  w h a t line  o f w o rk  are 
you in?'

'I 'm  a lib ra r ia n ' you  reply. A  look  of 
ex c item en t d eve lop s  on her fa ce  and  she 
exc la im s: 'O h . . .  it must be lo v e ly  to read 
books all day, I w o u ld  love your jo b !'

W e  have all been in this situation at least 
o n ce ... and it is not surprising that som e of 
us have  d ev e lo p e d  som e sn ap p y  and  in ­
fo rm ative  rep lies that ch a llen g e  the lib rar­
ian stereotype. W e  asked n ew  graduates to 
share their best response to this regular so­
c ia l situation, w ith  the added  incen tive  that 
the best entry w o u ld  w in  a free registration 
to the 2nd A L IA  N e w  Librarians' Sym posium , 
thanks to the generosity of Thom son G a le .

W ith  m ore than 100 en tries  re ce ived , 
it b ecam e c le a r that Austra lia 's n ew  lib rar­
ians are a p o s itive  and  p ro a c t iv e  b u nch , 
com m itted  to chang ing  p u b lic  percep tions 
abou t w h o  lib rarians are and  w h a t w e  do. 
M ost o f a ll, n ew  lib ra rians  w a n t to m o ve  
beyond  stereotypes w ith  style and  a sense 
of humour.

Som e of the h igh ly-com m ended  entries 
w ere :

'O h , I d on 't read the books, darling , I b e ­
cam e a lib rarian  for the m oney, p o w er 
and  prestige! Yes, thank  yo u , an o th e r 
B o lly  w o u ld  be m arve llo u s !' Catherine 
Doran

' . . .d o n 't  forget I stam p them  too, just like 
you.< laugh>  N o  really, I'm  just a pas­
s ionate  co m b in a tio n  o f teacher, infor 
m ation therapist and com puter hacker.' 
Lesley Ngatai

'Books? No, too busy m anaging, co llab o ra t­
ing and initiating. Love this song —  lets 
start a d an ce  floor —  sh ow  them  w h a t 
bankers and  lib rarians are re a lly  lik e !' 
Kate W atson

'B e in g  a librarian isn't about read ing books 
all day. It is abou t em p o w erin g  peo p le  
to access inform ation  and  expand  their 
k n o w led g e . T ru ly  a re w a rd in g  p ro fes ­
sion !' K elly C lossop

'R e a d .. .  I w ish ! B e tw e e n , the w e b , user 
in fo rm ation  needs, in n o va tiv e  se rv ice  
de livery , chan g e  m an ag em en t and  in ­
form ation  literacy, I iisten to m y books 
in the car.' Scott Cadoo

But the w inn ing  entry cam e from  E liza ­
beth Beales from the Barossa C ounc il Pub lic  
Lib rary (SA ) w ith  (to be said in the very  best 
Carson from Q ueer Eye  vo ice ):

'O h  no, w e 'v e  so m oved  on from there. It's 
not just about books any  m ore. W e 'r e  
in to  jz s c h u c h in g  y o u r m in d , not just 
shushing your m outh.'

O u r com petition  judge Lee W e lc h  said: 
'O u r  w in n e r  not o n ly  m ade me laugh out 
lou d , th is p a r t ic u la r  "2 5  w o rd s  or less" 
seem ed to m e to sum up every th ing  about 
b reak ing  stereotypes w ith  positive hum our 
and  co n s id e rab le  e leg an ce . It is a c la ss ic  
one- liner w ith  broad  ap pea l, it m akes use 
of a mass m edia phenom enon, and I cannot 
w a it to try it out at the next 'd o ' I go to that 
is infested w ith  anyone  s illy  enough to put 
dow n  a partying librarian on the loose.'

So forget the 'S h h h ', get out there and 
'jzschushz ' —  yeah, baby!

N e w  lib ra r ian s , te c h n ic ia n s  and  stu ­
dents w ill  h ave  the  c h a n c e  to 'jz s ch u ch  
their m inds' at the 2nd A L IA  N e w  Librarians' 
Sym posium . Beyond  the stereotype w ill ex­
am ine the m any w ays libraries and librarians 
are m ov in g  beyond  trad itiona l stereotypes 
—  not on ly  the 'bun  and glasses' image, but 
w hat libraries do, ho w  w e  do it, the services 
that w e  offer, and the w a y  that w e  m arket 
ourselves —  all the issues that im pact upon 
new  professionals.

T h e  s y m p o s iu m  p ro g ram  has th re e  
streams:

• Career and life planning, w h ich  w ill in­
c lu d e  personal and career deve lopm ent 
activ ities, w ork/life b a lan ce  and assoc i­
ated issues, as w e ll as personal success 
stories from your n ew  librarian peers.

• Libraries and the future, w h ich  w ill en ­
com pass the latest innovations and ideas 
in our profession, p red ictions and pos­
sib ilities for future skills, d eve lop ing  c a ­
reers and n ew  industry d irections.

• Libraries and the world, w h ich  w ill ad ­
dress issues of a c tiv ism  and  so c ia l re ­
sponsib ility , w o rk in g  overseas and  the 
exp erience  of in ternational 'n e w  librar­
ians'.

D o  you  w an t to k n o w  m ore? W h e th e r  
you  are an em p lo ye r o f n ew  graduates or 
a potentia l delegate, you can  register your 
in terest n o w  by c o m p le t in g  the form  on 
the N LS2  w ebsite. For m ore inform ation on 
the 2 nd A L IA  N e w  L ib ra rian s ' Sym posium , 
c h e ck  ou t h ttp ://co n fe ren ces .a lia .o rg .au /  
n ew lib ra r ia n 2 0 0 4 /  for new s, program  in ­
form ation  and m ore com petitions. W e  look 
forw ard  to seeing you soon in A d e la id e ! ■
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