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Join us at ALTA 2004

S eptem ber is b iennial conference 
month, this year on Q ueensland 's 
G o ld  Coast from Tuesday 21 to 

Friday 24. The format and content of the 
biennial conference is designed to encour­
age delegates to network across the va ri­
ous library and information services sectors 
and related areas, to learn from colleagues 
and speakers, to celebrate success, and to 
spark new  ideas for practice and profes­
sional developm ent. This is certa in ly the 
case for A L IA  2004 C ha llen g in g  Ideas  
[http://conferences.alia.org.au/alia2004/]. 
It is a particular pleasure and rare oppor­
tunity for A L IA  to have both the president 
of IFLA  Kay Raseroka and vice-president, 
president-elect A lex Byrne speaking. Kay 
w ill also be the guest speaker at the N ew  
Graduates G roup dinner.

Being in Q ueensland , the them e and 
program are in keeping with the Q ueens­
land government's theme of the Smart State. 
There w ill be warm  sunshine (though the 
locals w ou ld  love rain) and a stimulating 
social program —  the A LIA  directors and 
staff are off to the Sunset B B Q  at the Surf 
Club on W ednesday night with all the other 
ex-surfies and 'couldabeens'.

In August the conference com m ittee 
had a site tour of the just-opened venue 
the G o ld  Coast Convention and Exhibition 
Centre. It is ideally located dose to accom ­
modation —  a w alkw ay across to the C on ­
rad Jupiters Hotel and the monorail —  two 
large shopping com plexes, restaurants, 
transport and the beach. All our conference 
rooms and the exhibition hall are close to­
gether. W ith  lots of glass and natural light 
there is a feeling of space and connection 
with the outside environment.

Com e and see us at the A LIA  stand —  
Jason Hargraves, Susan Magnay, Georgina 
D ale  and I, as w e ll as A L IA  directors w ill 
be there. Kay Poustie, o u rW A  Local Liaison 
O fficer w ill be there to promote the A LIA  
2006 conference in Perth.

IFL A  conference
As IFLA  made one of its rare ventures into 
the southern hemisphere for the W o rld  Li­
brary and Information Congress in Buenos 
Aires in August. A L IA  president Imogen 
G arner hosted a reception to recognise 
Alex Byrne's vice-presidency of IFLA. A L IA  
and L IA N Z A  members, the IFLA  govern ­
ing board and staff, the executive of the 
M anagem ent of Library Associations Sec ­
tion, and the W L IC  conference comm ittee 
attended.

D o n ’t m ention the Free Trade A greem ent!
W e  have now  begun our cam paign w ith 
the governm ent, opposition, Dem ocrats, 
G reens and Independents to get am end ­
ments incorporated into the C o p yrig h t A c t  
to redress the im balance in favour of rights 
holders created by the terms of the Aus­
tralia U S  Free Trade Agreement. See Colette 
O rm onde's article ( p i2) for details on the 
im plications for access to inform ation of 
the FTA legislation.

N ational S im ultaneous Storytim e  
Storytim e of The M u d d le d  U p  Farm  hap­
pened all around the country at 11:00am 
on 3 Septem ber. W e  are very p leased to 
have Australia Post as the sponsor this year. 
O u r N SS  advisory com m ittee is w ork ing  
on new  ideas for the book selection and 
related activities for N SS  2005. W e  have 
recently been successful in taking out 
the tradem ark for N ationa l Sim ultaneous 
Storytim e. N SS continues to be a part of 
Nationa l Literacy and N um eracy  W e e k  
(N L N W ) and included in the launch of 
N L N W  by the Federal M inister. This year 
our Childrens and Youth Services Section 
was invited by N L N W  to judge an on line 
writing competition.

M em bership renew als
The response rate for m embership renew ­
als this year has been terrific. Thank you 
to all w ho  have renewed. If you have not 
yet renewed, you w ill find that you are re­
stricted in accessing some services, such as 
the members-only section of our website. 
It is easy to renew and if you w ant quick 
access to the w ebsite  contact us here at 
Nationa l O ffice  and pay over the phone 
or by fax and you can be on line  again 
w ithout delay.

Farew ell Trish

Patricia Lee retired from A L IA  on 1 Sep ­
tember after ten years of terrific service to 
m embers as m em bership officer. As Trish 
said to the Board when they farewelled her 
at the Ju ly meeting, her job is the best be­
cause she gets to know so many members 
and things that happen in their lives —  like 
the new baby's name, the new job, and the 
new house. W ith  A LIA  National O ffice  be­
ing re lative ly small (twenty-two full- and 
part-time staff), w e  get to experience a lot 
in our lives together, and Trish has been a 
big part of that. F1er quiet thoughtfulness, 
celebration of events, creativity, and that 
new  idea a day w ill be dearly missed. 
Probably not so much by Trish, as she and 
husband Phillip  head off to Italy for a w a lk ­
ing holiday. ■
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