
C h in a  r e v e a le d  t h r o u g h  

N a t io n a l  L i b r a r y ' s  A s i a n  c o l le c t io n
T he fascinating observations of Eu 

ropean travellers to C h ina —  from 
the earliest adventures of M a rco  

Polo in 1295 to the eve of W o r ld  W a r  II 
in 1939 —  are revealed  in the National 
Library 's latest exh ib ition , Xanadu: 
Encounters w ith China , on show  from 
19 August to 14 N ovem ber 2004.

Xanadu  is an exh ib ition  of m ore 
than 150 items chosen ex c lu s ive ly  
from the library's co llections, includ ing 
the London  M iss io na ry  So c ie ty  —  an 
alm ost-unrivalled co llection  in Ch inese 
language of observations about the so
c ia l life of 19th cen tu ry  C h in a ; W a lte r  
Perceval Yetts —  con ta in ing  m ore than 
3000 items re lating to C h inese art, ar
chaeo lo g y  and the orig ins of C h inese  
script; and m ateria l from  the library's 
p ictures, m anuscrip ts and ephem era  
collections.

Jan Fu llerton , d irector-general of 
the N a tio n a l L ib rary  of A ustra lia  said, 
'The quality  and breadth of the library's 
Asian  C o llec tio n  is outstanding, and a 
cred it to the foresight o f the library's 
policy-m akers im m ediate ly after W o r ld  
W a r  II.'

Items in the exhib ition in 
clude the Munster Atlas of 1550, 
the oldest atlas in the Library's 
co llection ; the first M arco  Polo 
b iography (1486-1557); Jesuit 
engravings dep icting the fabu
lous summ er pa lace  'Yuanm ing 
Yuan'; printed records of the 
Boxer Rebellion ; photographs 
of foot b ind ing and of the Em 
press Dow ager; a 19,h century 
lithograph of the interior of an 
opium  den; journals describing 
Elizabethan travel through China; 
drawings of China's imperial ar
chitecture by Australian architect 
Hardy W ilson ; and rarely-seen 
photographs portraying Hong 
Kong, Beijing  and fashionable 
Shanghai in the 1930s.

Travel accoun ts by Australian  
jou rna lis t G eo rg e  'Pek in g ' M orrison  
(1862-1920) transport the v isitor into 
turbu len t 19lhcen tu ry  C h in a  and the 
program of the first Australian perform 
ance  of Pu cc in i's  opera 'Turandot' in 
1928 is a reference to 20lh century con 
tem porary culture.

C eleb ra ting  th e  Lan tern  Festival in a Chinese h om e  

in  Ju lie t Bredon, Chinese New Year Festivals... 
Shanghai: Kelly a n d  Walsh, 1930. NLA C ollection

Curator Martin Terry said, 'Xanadu is 
a mirror-reflection of a Ch ina that does 
not exist any more. Visitors w ill gain a 
greater understanding of the history of 
the coun try  and its society. There is a 
strong people-focus in the exh ib ition , 
through the draw ings and photographs, 
w h ich  depict all aspects of the life of the 
court, as w e ll as street life.' ■
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