
R e a d in g  a n d  l i t e r a c y  f o r  f a m i l i e s  

a t  L o g a n  C i t y  C o u n c i l  L i b r a r i e s
I n June 2003, Logan C ity C ounc il 

Libraries rece ived  funding from the 
State Library of Q ueensland 's 'L i ­

brary Innovation Grants' program to run 
a series of fam ily literacy workshops. The 
program, titled 'Reading and Literacy for 
Fam ilies' (RA LF ), w as to p rovide free 
adult education and literacy workshops 
for parents and carers and their children 
under the age of five, as w ell as to pro­
mote Logan City Council Library services 
and resources.

The RA LF workshops com m enced in 
M arch  2004 at the Logan C ity Council 
L ibraries' Central Branch located at 
W oodridge. Professional early-childhood 
educators (Beverley  Broughton, Jennifer 
Cartmel, W e n d y  Pini and Barbara Reed 
from Q U T  and Griffith  U n ivers ity) 
planned and presented the sessions with 
Logan C ity Council Library staff. W o rk ­
shops w e re  im plem ented w eek ly  and 
consisted of two-hour sessions of learn­
ing activities and discussion on specific 
topics includ ing: raising a reader, w rit­
ing for toddlers, helping your child learn 
through television and videos, techno l­
ogy for toddlers, and making your own 
learning resources from everyday mate-
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rials. These workshops w ere  
then revised, im proved and 
repeated in M ay and June.

To attract parents and 
carers w ho  w ere non-library 
users, the sessions w ere  
advertised through a series 
of library outreach visits 
to com m unity and support 
groups throughout Logan.
Ind ividual parents and tw o 
groups from com m un ity  
centres registered to attend 
the workshops. These groups 
included  students from 
the M abel Park FJigh Schoo l, P O W E R  
parenting program and participants from 
Boystown's G lugor House.

O vera ll, the RA LF program did en ­
courage non-library users to becom e ac ­
tive members, w ith  approxim ately sixty 
per cent of parents in terview ed  stating 
that they had joined the library as a re­
sult of the program. Thirty-nine parents 
and twenty-eight children (including sev­
enteen children under 18 months of age) 
attended the workshops. Approxim ately 
eighty-five percent of attendees had 
never visited the council libraries and yet 

gave positive feedback 
about the program 
w ith com m ents such 
as 'I w ish som eone 
had told me about the 
library before ', and 
one parent rem arked 
that 'instead of taking 
the children to a shop­
ping centre for a free 
outing ' that they w ere  
in future 'going to visit 
the library for some 
free activ ities '. The 
majority of participants 
w ere also interested in 
attending future work-

Presenter Barbara Reed with two workshop participants

shops and other library programs. O n e  
of the other benefits of the program has 
been the establishm ent of a w ider and 
m ore active  network w ith  com m unity 
organisations and parenting groups in 
the local area.

A  resource package of materials 
from the program is being com piled and 
revised and w ill be ava ilab le to any in­
terested libraries or organisations by the 
Decem ber. This package w ill inc lude 
user and presenter handouts, activ ity  
ideas, and resource lists. If anyone is in­
terested in receiving a package or w ould  
like further information about the grant 
program p lease contact jenn iferha ll@  
logan.qld.gov.au.

O utreach  visits are curren tly  being 
scheduled  w ith  com m un ity  organ isa­
tions from August to O ctob er 2004 to 
advertise the workshops and strengthen 
networks w ith  local organisations. From 
the experience gained during the grant 
workshops, library staff at Logan w ill 
be ab le to conduct another series of 
R A LF  w orkshops during N ovem ber 
and throughout 2005, thus ensuring the 
continuation of this project at Logan City 
Council Libraries.

Je n n ife r  H a ll, y o u n g  p e o p le s  lib rarian ,

L o g a n  C ity  C o u n c i l  L ib ra rie s

RALF participants in the Logan City Council library
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