
Prahran Mechanics’ Institute update

Catherine Milward-Bason, secretary-librarian, Prahran Mechanics' 
Institute; Mr Tony Lupton, Member for Prahran; Councillor Melina 
Sehr, Mayor o f City o f Stonnington; and Mr Alfred Lazer, AM, 
president, Prahran Mechanics' Institute Committee

I n the M a y  2 0 0 4  issue of inCite ( p 2 6 -  

27) ,  Christine W orthington from the 
Prahran M e c h a n ic s '  Institute talked 

about m em bersh ip  libraries in the m o d ­
ern era . O n  1 M a y  2 0 0 4 ,  the institute 
ce lebrated its 1 5 0 th  anniversary. During 

the ce lebrations the current secretary li­
brarian g ave  a lecture about the original 

ob ject ives  o f the Institute in the modern 
era a nd  a fo rm er se c re ta ry  librarian, 

B ruce  Turner, g a v e  an o v e r v ie w  o f  the 
highlights and lowlights o f the Institute's 
history. Bruce w as  then presented with a 

certif icate o f  life m em bersh ip .

A  highlight on the da y  w a s  the a n ­
n o u n ce m e n t  by Tony Lupton, on beh a lf  
o f the M inister for Local G o v ern m e n t ,  
o f a $ 1 0  0 0 0  grant w h ich  will be  used 
to set up a publish ing  arm of the Insti­

tute. Mr Lupton then 
o p e n e d  the 15 0 t h  
A n n iv e rsa ry  G a lle ry ,  

a p e rm a n en t  instal­
lation in the Insti­
tute's library w h ich  

in clu des  im ag es  and 
d o c u m e n ts  from  the 

Institute's history.

The p u rp o se  
o f  the p u b lish in g  
p ro ject  is to fa c i l i ­
tate the p u b lish in g  
o f  V ictor ian  history, 
part icu lar ly  local 
histories. The a im  is 
to assist those  in d i­
v idua ls  and  organ isat ions ,  particu larly  
historical soc ie t ies ,  w h o  w o u ld  o th ­

e rw ise  h a ve  d ifficu lty  in getting their 
small  histories into print. W atch out for 
Prahran M e c h a n ic s '  Institute Press! ■

i n f o r m  » >  in n o v a t e  » >  in s p i r e

Australian 
Library and 
Information 
Association

excellence

Nominations are now being called 
for the following excellene awards of the 

Australian Library and Information Association

National Excellence Award (2003)
The National Excellence Award recognises excellence in any area, field 

or aspect of practice in the library and information services sector. This 
award is peer or self-nominated. Nominees may be: a personal member 

of ALIA or the nominated ALIA representative of an institutional 
member; a group comprising personal members or the nominated ALIA 

representatives of an institutional member; an institutional member.

Metcalfe Medallion
The Metcalfe Medallion recognises high achievement by a personal 

financial member in their first five years of practice in libraries 
and information services. Achievement would be commensurate 

with experience and should show a contribution beyond the normal 
requirements of the nominee’s employment. This may include but not 

be limited to initiative, a commitment to innovation in practice, and 
leadership. This award is peer-nominated.

Nomination forms
Nomination forms and further information: 

http://alia.org.au/awards/
ALIA National Office, PO Box 6335, Kingston 2604 

' ' ph 02 6215 8235, aWardS@a1ia.org.au

Nominations close 1 August 2004

E x p r e s s i o n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  c a l l e d  

f o r  A L I A  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p s

ALIA By-laws advisory group

The role of the By-laws Advisory Group is to review and 
revise on a continuing basis the by-laws of the Association to 
ensure clarity and internal consistency, without the intention 
to change the Association and its structure.

The group acts on matters referred by the ALIA Board 
of Directors. It may also advise the Board of Directors of 
elements of the ALIA Constitution and By-laws potentially 
requiring review.

At least two members are required on this committee.
ALIA interlibrary lending expert advisory group
The role of the Interlibrary Lending Expert Advisory Group
is to advise the Board on:
• the Association's management of actions referred by the 

ACLIS National Council;
• interlibrary lending and resource sharing policy and 

practice matters of interest and concern to members;
• matters relating to the Association's responsibilities for 

the ILL voucher system;
• representation on appropriate bodies;
• development of policy statements or documents relating 

to interlibrary lending and resource sharing;
• other matters as determined by the Board.

There is one vacancy on this committee.
ALIA new generation policy and advisory group 
The New Generation Policy and Advisory group exists to help 
strengthen the participation of a new generation of library 
and information professionals in the Association. The group 
advises the Board of Directors on services for students and 
new professional members.

There are four vacancies in this group.
The term of all appointments is two years from 

the 2004 annual general meeting. Further details 
and information about how to nominate are avail­
able from Mary Ann Ryan, phone 02 6215 8214, or e-mail
maryann.ryan@alia.org.au.
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