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A life well-lived
I rene M e e u w isse n  O A M  w a s  born in 

Yorkshire in 1 9 2 6 .  Her first job  w a s  

in the B u y in g  D ep a r tm e n t  o f  Ley- 

land M otors , and  after tw e lv e  m onths 

she  m o v e d  to the T ech n ica l  D iv is ion , 

w h e re  all the records  o f  the c o m p a n y  

w e re  kept. R e a l is in g  that sh e  n e e d e d  

so m e  skills in this a rea  sh e  jo in ed  the 

Library Associat ion  and started to study 

by co rre sp o n d e n c e .  In 1 9 4 8  Irene w ent 

to the B irm in g h a m  Library S u m m e r  

Sch oo l,  and as she  said  'It o p e n e d  my 

eyes to possibilities and w h e n  at the end 

o f  the year  an o p e n in g  c a m e  for an a s ­

sistant at the M otor Industry Association 

in London, I applied . '

In 1 9 5 5  Irene arr ived  in Austra lia  

with her h usb an d  Peter, and  in M arch  

1 9 6 9  she  c o m m e n c e d  w o rk  as  librar­

ian at D a n d e n o n g  G ir ls  High S c h o o l .  

Sh e  says  'B y  1 9 7 2  I rea l ised  to d o  the 

job  pro per ly  I n e e d e d  to h ave  training 

in e d u c a t io n  and  w o rk e d  part-tim e 

and studied part-time for a y e a r  to get 

accre d ita t io n  as  a teach er- l ib rar ian .  ! 

spent m any happy  years  at w h at  is n o w  

C le e la n d  S e c o n d a ry  C o l le g e  retiring in 

1 9 9 1  on m y birthday.'

Irene w a s  an act ive  and com m itted 
librarian w h o  took great pride  in her 
profession. In 1 9 7 5  she revived the V ic ­
torian group  of the Library Associat ion  

o f  Austra l ia , S c h o o ls  Libraries Section  
and  w a s  a p p o in te d  h onorary  s e c r e ­
tary. Sh e  initiated tw o  g roups  in the 
south -east  —  in 1 9 7 7  she  w a s  deputy  
chair  and  then chair  o f the D a n d e n o n g  
Cluster of Libraries, and in 1 982  she set 
up another group, the Southern Region 

R e S O U R C E  sharing group, a c o - o p e r a ­
tive n e tw o rk  o f  o v e r  5 6 0  sch o o ls  and 

all p u b l ic  l ibraries in the M e lb o u rn e  
So uth ern  M e tropo litan  R eg ion . It w a s  

through this group that I met Irene, and 
it w a s  b e c a u s e  o f her en th u s iasm  and 
pro fe ss io n a l ism  that the group  c o n t in ­
ued as long and productive ly  as it did. 
The g r o u p  p ro d u c e d  severa l  p u b l i c a ­
tions, a n d  w a s  a s ign if ican t  n e tw o rk ­
ing o pportu n ity  for sch o o l  and p ub lic  
l ibrarians. Sh e  w a s  a great  m entor for 
you nger m em bers  of the profession, and 
a fine role  m odel.

From 1 9 8 2  to 1 9 8 5  sh e  w a s  
pres ident  o f  the Library A ssoc ia t ion  of 
Australia, School Libraries Section, and 
national president from 1 9 8 5  to 19 8 6 .

In 1 9 8 5  she  
p r o m o t e d  
the establish­

m ent o f  the 
Y oung A u s ­

tral ia's  Best 
Book A w ard s  (YABBA) and  w a s  honor­
ary secretary. She served as a m em ber of 

the co m m ittee  until 1 999 . In 1 992 she 
w a s  a w a rd e d  a Letter o f Recognition  by 
ALIA, a very  p leasant su m m e r even ing  
that I rem em b er ,  he ld  at the LaTrobe 
U niversity c a m p u s  at A bbotsford.

Irene w as  indefatigable. Her involve­
ment with m any com m unity  groups and 
in part icu lar  her thirty years  o f  serv ice  
to the Cystic  Fibrosis Society  w a s  recog­
nised this year  with the a w a rd in g  of the 
Order o f Australia. Irene died on 1 4  May. 
Her contribution to librarianship  in V ic­

toria has been  signif icant and generous. 
It w as  indeed a life w ell- l ived .

Irene is surv ived  by her h usb and  
Peter, son B o b  and  d a u g h te r  Jane. 
H er d a u g h ter  Su e  p r e d e c e a s e d  her in 

2 0 0 0 .

C h r is t in e  M a c k e n z ie ,

Yarra P le n ty  R e g io n a l L ib ra ry
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A u s t r a l i a ’s  L i b r a r y  N e t w o r k

Evolving to meet your needs

C u rre n t in n o v a tio n s , fu tu re  d e v e lo p m e n ts
Join us at the 2004 Kinetica Annual Users Meeting at the 
National Library of Australia, Canberra F rid a y  1 3 th  A u g u s t 2 0 0 4

Th is  ye ar's  m e e tin g  w ill  b e  a o n e  d a y  e v e n t fo cu s in g  on :
• strategic activities at the National Library for electronic services;
• the redevelopment of the Kinetica system;
• presentation of the 2nd Annual Kinetica Innovation Award.
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R e g is te r n o w
at http://www.nla.gov.au/kinetica 

For m o re  in fo rm a t io n
Phone: 1800 026 155 Email: kinetica@nla.gov.au N A T IO N A L

LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

July 2004 / C V  £  * ’ 19

http://www.nla.gov.au/kinetica
mailto:kinetica@nla.gov.au

