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25 May — national what day?
J  5 M a y  is national w h a t  d ay? '  This 

F  w a s  o n e  o f  the tw e n ty  q uest ion s  

d e v is e d  by staff in library studies 

for a quiz  w h ich  w a s  part o f  the ce lebrations 

for National Library Technician 's  D ay  at the 

V ictoria  U niversity o f Technology.

To ce lebrate , p rom ote  and advertise  our 

national day as  part of Library and Informa­

tion W eek , Library and Cultural Studies e n ­

listed the help of Kerrie Kelly, co n ven o r  o f the 

Victorian Library Technician 's  G ro u p  of ALIA, 

and  M argaret  Roberts  and Tania Barry w h o  

are  a lso  m em bers  o f  this group.

Kerrie sp o k e  ab out ALIA, w h at  the A sso ­

ciation does  for technicians, and the va lue  of 

n etw ork in g  possib il i t ies  for students. Kerrie 

h igh lighted  co m m ittee  m eetings,  w h e re  all 

are  w e lc o m e ,  the Techs on Tour event w h e re  

part ic ipants  ca n  look  b eh in d  the s c e n e s  at 

a c h o i c e  o f  three sp e c ia l  l ibraries, and  the 

Job  Seekers  forum w h ich  will  co v e r  resum e 

w rit in g  and  in terv iew  skil ls  and  w h ich  is 
scheduled  for October, as events that students 

w o u ld  be interested in attending.

Tania Barry ta lked to the students about 

the im portance o f continuing professional d e ­

v e lo p m e n t  (CPD). Sh e  d e scr ib e d  h o w  ALIA 
has fo rm ally  re co g n ise d  C P D  with the n e w  

Certif ied Practit ioner (CP) ca teg o ry  of m e m ­

bership . Sh e  e m p h a s ised  the im p ortan ce  of 
networking and described it as a great benefit 

to active ALIA m em bers. Tania felt that one  of 

the easiest  w a y s  to do this is to subscribe  to 

the m any e-lists that w e re  ava i la b le  through 
ALIA.

O n e  o f  Tania 's  jo b s  at the m o m e n t  is to 

find posit ions  suited to the D ip lo m a  that 

might not be library related. Tania asked stu­

dents to think outside the square —  jobs such 
as hum an resources officer, training work  and 

project work, and events m an ag em en t  —  she 

a lso  suggested  that students sh o u ld  look at 

ALIAnet w h e re  M eredith MartinelIi exp lores

brary t e ch n ic ia n s  [http://alia.org.au/awards/ 

d u n n .w i ls o n / 1999/].

M a rg a re t  R oberts  a lso  su g g ested  that 
students think outs ide  the square  and look at 
w ork in kn o w le d g e  managem ent, records and 

cu stom er se rv ice  areas  as  well  as traditional 
library work . M argaret  said it w a s  important 

to go  to co n fe re n c e s  and that library te ch n i­
c ia n s  sh o u ld  not rely  on their  e m p lo y e r  to 

fund this a ttendance .  She suggested students 
put $ 1 0 . 0 0  a w a y  a w e e k  to c o v e r  the costs 

o f co n fe re n c e  registration and a c c o m m o d a ­
tion.

M argaret  has just taken up a posit ion  
with  E B S C O  as a library s e rv ice s  m anager ,  

a posit ion  sh e  d e sc r ib e s  as her d rea m  job . 
H o w ev e r ,  sh e  ca u t io n e d  students that they 
should  not e x p e c t  to fall into their dream  job 
straight aw a y :  they m ay be lucky, but that for 

most it w a s  a long road.

After  the talk  by the Library T ech n ic ia n  

G roup , there w a s  a presentation o f the V icto­
ria University Library Technician G ra d u a te  of 

the year. Barbara M ontenegro  w a s  presented 
with  a cert if icate  from ALIA and a p a c k a g e  
o f  prizes inc luding  a year 's  free m em bersh ip ,  
and a year's free subscription to an ALIA jour­

nal of her ch o ice .

Library and  cultural studies teacher, Sue  
R eyno lds ,  then ran a q u iz  with the students 
to test their kn o w le d g e  of m any things library. 
The departm ent presented Kerrie and the rest 
o f  the group from ALIA with Victoria  U niver­
sity b ookm ark s  and then to lunch at the Ter­
race  Restaurant to thank the ALIA co m m ittee  

for their time and  contributions for students 
at Victoria  University o f  Technology.

A  great  ce le b ra t io n  w a s  had by all. The 

day  w as  organised by Sue  Reynolds and Mary 
Carroll . G reat  w ork !
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National Library Technicians Day at the Victoria University of Technology

the range  o f  skil ls  that ca n  be used  b y  li-

m n m n
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