
Trading books: publishing and 
selling books about Asia and the Pacific
T h e  A s ia - P a c i f i c  S p e c i a l  Inter

est  G r o u p  (A P S IG )  a r r a n g e d  a 
lu nch t im e  s e m in a r  o n  6 N o v e m 

ber at the  N at iona l  L ibrary o f  Australia  
w h ic h  f o c u s s e d  on  c u rre n t  t ren d s  in 
p u b l i sh in g  a n d  s e l l in g  b o o k s ,  a top ic  

o f  interest  to a c a d e m i c s ,  r e s e a rc h e r s  
a n d  l ib ra r ia n s .  T h e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  a n d  
d iv e rse  a u d i e n c e  w h o  c a m e  to listen 
c o n f i r m e d  this c h o i c e  o f  top ic .

Sally Burdon o f  th e  A s ia  B o o k -

quiet^ s u b u r b  on 
th e  o u te r  e d g e  o f  

C a n b e r r a ,  h as  d e v e l o p e d  an  in tern a
t ional trad e  a n d  c l ie n te le .

S a l ly  c o m e s  f ro m  a l o n g - e s t a b 
l ish ed  b o o k s e l l in g  fam ily .  P r e v io u s ly  

o p e r a t i n g  a s  T h e  O l d  B o o k r o o m ,  in 
F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 3  th e y  d e c i d e d  to ta k e  
the  p l u n g e  a n d  c h a n g e  f ro m  a g e n 
eral b o o k s h o p  s e l l in g  a w i d e  va r ie ty  
o f  b o o k s  to the A sia  B o o k ro o m  —  and 
th e y  h a v e  not re g re tte d  th e ir  m o v e .  
T h e  r e s p o n s e  h as  b e e n  s t ro n g  a n d  
w i d e l y  s u p p o r te d  in tern at ion a lly ,  e s 
p e c ia l ly  from  the U n ite d  States, G re a t  
Brita in  a n d  E u ro p e .  N o w  d e m a n d  is 
g r o w in g  from  the A s ia n  reg ion .

C a n b e rra  is o n e  o f  the w o rld 's  c e n 
tres fo r  th e  s tu d y  o f  A s ia  w ith  m a n y  
v i s i t in g  s c h o la r s  a n d  s tu d e n ts  a n d  a 
la rg e  p o p u la t io n  o f  a c a d e m i c s .  W ith  
the A ustra l ian  N at iona l  U niversity, the 
A u stra l ia n  D e f e n c e  F o rc es  A c a d e m y  
a n d  the N a t io n a l  L ibrary  o f  A ustra lia 's  

e x t e n s iv e  c o l l e c t io n s  o n  A s ia ,  it is a 
natural fo c u s  for re se a rc h ers .

S a l ly  is a g re a t  su p p o r te r  o f  A s ian  
studies  a n d  regrets  the present  d e c l in e  
in th e  s tu d y  o f  A s ia n  la n g u a g e s  a n d  
su b je c ts  w ith in  A u stra l ian  univers it ies  
d u e  to la c k  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  su p p o r t .  
S h e  fe e ls  it is im p ortan t  for e v e r y o n e  
to fo s te r  an  u n d e r s t a n d in g  b e t w e e n  
A u stra l ia  a n d  o u r  n e ig h b o u rs .

The  distr ibution  o f  the c a ta lo g u e s  
fro m  th e  A s ia  B o o k r o o m  o n  th eir  
w e b s i t e  h a s  b e e n  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s fu l  
in g e n e r a t in g  sa le s  fro m  o v e r s e a s  a n d  
Sa l ly  thinks that th ey  a re  better k n o w n

o v e r s e a s  than in A ustralia . Previously ,  
m a iled -o u t  c a ta lo g u e s  w o u ld  gen erate  
m ail  o r d e rs  a f e w  w e e k s  later. W ith  
the  s p e e d  o f  the internet a nd  e -m a il ,  
o r d e rs  n o w  a rr iv e  v e r y  q u i c k l y  a n d  

h a v e  a rapid  turnaround .

S h e  h as  n o t ic e d  a m a r k e d  im 
p r o v e m e n t  in th e  q u a l i t y  o f  b o o k  
p r o d u c t io n  in A s ia .  M a n y  f ine  n e w  

b o o k s  a re  b e in g  p ro d u c e d  in T h a i la n d  
a n d  India. O n e  o f  the A s ia  B o o k r o o m  
s p e c ia l i t i e s  is c h i ld re n 's  b o o k s  on 
A s ia n  t h e m e s .  T h e y  a re  d e v e l o p i n g  

their  b ack lis t  o f  titles a n d  out-of-print  

items.

It w a s  great h earing  o f  a success fu l  
A u stra l ian  e x p o rt  b u s in e ss .

M o r e  in form ation  c a n  b e  fo u n d  at 
h t t p : / / w w w .A s ia B o o k r o o m .c o m .

lanTempleman of  Pandanus B o o k s  

at th e  A u str a l 
ian N a t io n a l  

U n iv e rs ity ,  had  
just  re tu rn ed  
fro m  a w r i te rs '  

fe s t iv a l  in N e w  

C a l e d o n i a  a n d  
g a v e  us an  up- 
t o - t h e - m i n u t e  
rep o rt  o n  c u r 
rent p u b l i s h in g  
tren ds .  A g a in ,  the  internet is m a k in g  
a s tron g  im pact .

P a n d a n u s  B o o k s  h as  b e e n  set  up 
r e c e n t ly  at the  R e s e a r c h  S c h o o l  o f  
P ac i f ic  a n d  A s ia n  S tu d ie s  in o r d e r  to 
p u b l ish  b o o k s  o n  their  s u b je c t  d i s c i 
p l in e s  on  A s ia  a n d  the  Pacific .  S o m e  
a re  written by A N U  researchers , w h i le  
o th e rs  a re  se le c te d  from  offers  m a d e  
to th e m .  P r o b a b ly  th e ir  b est  k n o w n  
p u b l i c a t io n  to d a te  is White butter
flies b y  C o l in  M c P h e d r a n '  p u b l i sh e d  
in 2 0 0 2 ,  w h ic h  h as  r e c e i v e d  v e r y  
w a r m  r e v ie w s  both in A u stra l ia  a n d  

o v e r s e a s  a nd  has  so ld  v e r y  w e l l .  C o 
lin M c P h e d r a n  w ro te  o f  his e a r ly  life 

as  a s c h o o l  b o y  as part o f  the e l ite  in 
B u rm a  just  prior to the S e c o n d  W o r ld  
W a r.  W h e n  w a r  b r o k e  out, still o f  

s c h o o l  b o y  a g e ,  h e  th en  e s c a p e d  
the  J a p a n e s e  b y  w a lk in g  th rou gh  the 
m o u n ta in s  to sa fe ty  to India but w a s  

fo rc e d  to lea ve  his m other, dy ing ,  b e 
h ind  o n  the track as  w h ite  butterf lies  
settled  on  her body. A s  a y o u n g  m an , 
h e  la n d e d  by an  o d d  c i r c u m s t a n c e  
in B o w r a l ,  N S W  a n d  still lives there .

T h ere  is a  fi lm  op t io n  o n  the  title a n d  

Ian is h o p e fu l  that it w i l l  b e  m a d e  as  

an A u stra l ian  m o v ie .

Ian e x p l a i n e d  h o w  P a n d a n u s  

B o o k s  tries to a c h i e v e  a b a l a n c e  e a c h  

year  on A s ia  a nd  the Pacific  a n d  a ls o  a 

b a l a n c e  o f  n o n -fic t ion  a n d  f ict ion .

O n e  c h a l le n g e  for a press ,  w h ic h  

m ust o p e r a te  on  c o s t - r e c o v e r y  l ines,  

is h o w  it m a n a g e s  the  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  

a c a d e m i c a l l y  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k ,  w h ic h  

has  m o d e s t  m a rk et  potentia l .

O v e r s e a s  d is t r ib u t io n  is im p o r 

tant,  a n d  p r o b l e m s  in this  a r e a  c a n  

c a u s e  sm all  p u b l ish e rs  to fail.  FHe has 

re c e n t ly  set up  an  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  

the U n iv e rs ity  o f  H a w a i i  Press  w h ic h  

w il l  ac t  a s  their  N orth  A m e r i c a n  d i s 

tributor. The  Pacific, w h ic h  is in c lu d e d  

in P a n d a n u s  B o o k s '  brief,  c a n  b e  d if

ficu lt .  O fte n  l ib rar ies ,  institutes  a n d  

u n iv e r s i t ie s  in th e  p a c i f i c  la c k  the  

fu n d s  to  p u r c h a s e  w e s t e r n  b o o k s .  

Ian is try ing  to d e a l  w ith  this p r o b le m  

by s e e k in g  s p o n s o rs h ip  for p a r t icu la r  

Pacific cou ntr ies  so  that c o p ie s  c a n  b e  

distr ibuted  on  a gratis  b as is .

In 2 0 0 4 ,  P a n d a n u s  B o o k s  h o p e s  

to p u b l i sh  tw e n t y  titles c o m p a r e d  to 

fi fteen this year .  A n  in te re s t in g  n e w  

d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  b e  th e  f r e e - to -a i r  

p u b l ic a t io n  on  the  internet o f  all n e w  

titles, s o m e t im e s  w ith  a d d it io n a l  da ta  

or  i l lus tra t ions  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b e  in

c lu d e d  in the  printed  v e r s io n  b e c a u s e  

o f  costs .

Ian is w o r k in g  h a rd  to b u i ld  up  

their  b a ck l is t  o f  titles.

P a n d a n u s  B o o k s  a l s o  h a n d le s  the 

s a le s  o f  all p u b l i c a t io n s  in c lu d in g  

b a c k  titles from  the R e se a r c h  S c h o o l .  

This  is a  g reat  h e lp  to r e s e a rc h e r s  as  

un ivers ity  p u b l ic a t io n s  a re  often hard 

to a c q u ir e .

A  m o st  in te re s t in g  rep o rt  o f  a 

n e w  but  v i g o r o u s  a n d  s u c c e s s fu l  

publisher .

M o r e  in fo rm at io n  c a n  b e  fo u n d  at 

h t t p : / / w w w .p a n d a n u s b o o k s .c o m .a u .

T h e  A s ia  P a c i f ic  S p e c i a l  Interest  

G r o u p  a r e  v e r y  g ra te fu l  to th e  O n e -  

U m b r e l la  for s p o n s o r in g  the  re f re sh 

m ents  at  the  e ve n t .  ■
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