
Changes to the Commonwealth Parliamentary Library
O n 24 March, the speaker of the 

House of Representatives, Neil 
Andrews issued a statement on 

Parliamentary Library matters. Following 
is an outline of the proposals suggested 
to protect the independence of the Par
liamentary Library.

The 2002  Report on Aspects of the 
Administration of the Parliament by the 
Parliamentary Service Commissioner, M r 
Andrew Podger, and the House's August 
2003 resolution establishing the Depart
ment of Parliamentary Services (DPS), 
both included im portant elem ents in
tended to protect the independence of 
the Parliamentary Library.

In response, a package of proposals 
has been developed to give effect to the 
Parliament's wish to protect the inde
pendence of the Parliamentary Library.

The package consists of proposals 
for a more form al establishm ent of 
the jo in t Library C om m ittee, drafting  
instructions for am endm ents to the 
P a r lia m e n ta ry  S e rv ic e  A c t  1999, and a 
duty statement and selection criteria for 
the position of parliam entary librarian, 
to be created as a statutory office.

The proposal to establish a Joint 
Standing Committee on the Parliamenta
ry Library arises from the parliamentary 
resolutions establishing the DPS, and 
w ill be the subject of further consulta
tion with Senators and Members.

The Parliamentary Service Com m is
sioner's report proposed that the parlia
mentary librarian have a senior position 
with the DPS. The resolutions passed by 
the House and the Senate require that 
the parliam entary librarian be a statu
tory position with direct reporting lines 
to the presiding officers and the relevant 
library committees.

It is proposed that the Act be 
amended to create a statutory position 
of parliam entary librarian, set out the 
functions of the parliamentary librarian, 
and require those functions to be per
formed, among other things, in a timely, 
impartial and confidential manner and 
on the basis of equality of access for all 
Senators and Members.

The Bill w ill require the parliam en
tary librarian to have professional quali
fications in librarianship or information 
management, and to hold professional

mem bership of a recognised profes
sional association in such a discipline.

The Bill w ill contain provisions 
relating to the statutory appointm ent 
that largely m irror those covering the 
secretary to the DPS, including that an 
appointm ent may only be term inated  
by the presiding officers after receiving 
a report from the Parliamentary Service 
Commissioner.

As proposed in the resolutions 
passed by the House and the Senate, 
there w ill be a significant role for the 
Library Com m ittee in advising the pre
siding officers on the annual resource 
agreement between the parliam entary  
librarian and the secretary to the DPS. 
As well, the parliamentary librarian will 
report to the Library Com m ittee at least 
once a year.

W hen a draft Bill is available, fur
ther consultation w ill take place with  
party leaders and independents. At this 
stage, prelim inary recruitm ent action 
w ill begin, although an appointment to 
the statutory position of parliam entary  
librarian w ill have to await passage of 
the Bill. ■
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A t  C h e s s  w e  h a v e  t h e  i n d u s t r y  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  
t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  e q u i p m e n t  t o  m a k e  y o u r  n e x t  l i b r a r y  
m o v e  f a s t ,  s i m p l e ,  s e c u r e ,  a n d  1 0 0 %  r e l i a b le .

•  F u l l y  e n c l o s e d  t r o l l e y s  s a f e g u a r d  a g a i n s t  l o s s
•  F i x e d  h e i g h t  s h e l v i n g  p r e v e n t s  d a m a g e  t o  b o o k s
•  R a p i d  a c c e s s  c o n t e n t s  d u r i n g  t r a n s p o r t  

i f  r e q u i r e d
•  E f f i c i e n t  r e l o c a t i o n  a n d  r e i n s t a l l a t i o n
•  S e q u e n t i a l l y  n u m b e r e d  t r o l l e y s  p r e s e r v e  y o u r  

l i b r a r y  n u m b e r i n g  s y s t e m .

P h o n e  A u s t r a l i a  w i d e

B r a n c h e s  A u s t r a l i a  w i d e ff- .i

W e  w r o t e  t h e  b o o k

y o u r  c o m p a n y  c a n  
h a v e  it a l l:

P h a r m a c e u t ic a l ,  c h e m ic a l  a n d  

m e d ic a l  jo u r n a ls .  P a te n ts  a n d  

t r a d e m a r k s .  D o m a in  n a m e s .

S c h o la r ly  s o u rc e s  a n d  

e n g in e e r in g  l i t e r a tu re .  M a r k e t  

r e s e a rc h  a n d  b r o k e r a g e  re p o r ts .

N e w s  a n d  m o r e .

D ia lo g  m a k e s  i t  e a s y .

Dialog
©2004 Dialog

T H O M S O N

D IALO G

May 2004 /// T V £ * ? 31


