
I t  s a l l  h a p p e n in g  

@ y o u r  L i b r a r y  in  2 0 0 3
S ince  M a y  2001 representatives of the various lib rary 

services in South Austra lia  have been m eeting to d e ­
ve lop  a year-long program  to prom ote the libraries of 

South Australia.

The sector is vast, w ith  m ore than 120 public  libraries. In 
addition, the m ajority of the state's 900 prim ary and second­
ary schools and tertiary institutions also have libraries. A  range 
of specialist libraries are located w ith in  various governm ent 
departments and institutions and industry sectors.

The concept for the year is to have activities and a media 
cam paign that keeps libraries in the minds of people —  users, 
funders and po licy  makers. It is broad enough for all libraries 
—  school, TAFE, specialist, academ ic , pub lic  and the State, 
small and large —  to participate.

The 2003 program  rece ived  a w e lco m e  boost w ith  the 
C o un c il of Australian  State Libraries recently  fina lis ing  the 
agreement w ith  the A m erican  Library Association for the use 
of their '@ your library' prom otional cam paign. This cam paign 
has been h igh ly successful in raising the profile of libraries 
throughout the Un ited  States and offers an excellent platform 
for a program of activities.

The ob jectives of the program  are to increase a w a re ­
ness and support for libraries by com m un icating  c learly  and 
strongly w hy libraries are both unique and va luab le; and to 
update the image of libraries and library staff for the 21st cen ­
tury, sustaining and strengthening their relevance.

The expected  outcom es are increased  lib rary usage; 
stronger com m itm ent to funding, sponsorship and partner­
ships; a higher profile for the sector amongst po licy  makers; 
and positive recruitm ent impact.

What’s on and when!
Every  month there w ill be som ething happening  during 
'2003 @ you r lib rary ' w ith  the em phasis on partic ipation  by 
as m any libraries as possib le. In A pril the them es are 'D o ­
ing business@ your lib rary ' and 'N a tiona l Youth W eek @ yo u r 
library'.

Searching for information? The answer is just a click away!
O n  Tuesday 18 February 2003, The M in iste r Assisting the 
Prem ier in the Arts, the H onou rab le  M r John H ill, o ffic ia lly  
launched the new  public library network website [http://www. 
libraries.sa.gov.au].

'L ib raries are p laces of education , recreation  and self- 
help. And  because they offer free access to all, they bring

opportunity to a ll', said M inister H ill.
'The new  website links all South Aus­
tralians to pub lic  libraries across the 
state p rovid ing  access and o n lin e  
information tw enty four hours a day, 
seven days a w eek .'

Libraries.sa provides topical, and up-to-date w eb  links and 
databases that are re levant to the questions asked every day 
in the 138 South Austra lian  Pu b lic  Libraries. It strengthens 
the range of subject know ledge ava ilab le  in each library and 
reduces duplication  of w eb  pages across libraries.

Three key w ords sum m arise the opportun ities that the 
w ebsite offers —  search, locate and explore.

• Search for inform ation.

• Locate your local library.

• Explore what's on at your library.

The many great innovations included  on the site are:

The 24-hour library: an a lphabetical list of popular topics with 
links added and m aintained by library staff across the state 
to bring users the best inform ation sources on the web.

O n lin e  databases: access to tw o  on line  m agazine databases 
—  The Australian and N e w  Zea land  Reference centre and 
the Health  &  W e llness  Resource Centre —  giving access 
to thousands of o n line  articles.

Ask a librarian: users can either contact their local library or 
just c lick  on ask a librarian  for an on line  librarian to help 
find w hat they are looking for.

Subscription service: the easy-to-follow subscription facility  
enables users to receive, via e-mail, the latest information 
on new  w eb  links, services and events from their local 
library.

Locate a library: look ing  for a lib rary? This com prehensive  
fac ility  m akes it ve ry  easy. D e ta ils  in c lu d e  the full a d ­
dress, phone and fax num bers, e-mail address, website, 
opening hours and inform ation on the services provided 
at each library.

The C ouncil of Library Adm inistrators of South Australia, 
P LA IN  Central Services and the Electron ic  Information C o m ­
m ittee w orked together to develop  this va luab le  extension to 
existing library services.

Co llaboration  betw eek local and state grovernments w as 
essential to the success of this project that aim ed to provide
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Jenny Paradiso, the holiday fun fairy from the West Torrens Libraries

the best information tool for South Australians.

H olid ay fun@ your lib ra ry
The 'H o lid ay  fun@ your library' cam paign was launched in Run- 
d le M a ll on 7 D ecem ber 2002. It was a fantastic morning w ith  
continuous storytime sessions featuring pub lic  library staff and 
some media celebrities. M o re  than 700 promotional bookmarks 
w ere  handed out to Christm as shoppers during the launch. You 
can see pictures from the event at http://www.plain.sa.gov.au/ 
PCSnews/dec02/dec02 launch.htm .

M ed ia  support w as excep tiona l w ith  radio spots on 
M IX  102.3 and 5A A , T V  advertisem ents on C hanne l 9 and 
editorial, advertisem ents and articles in the Advertiser and the 
Sunday M ail, editorial and listings in Adelaide's Child  and press 
and radio coverage across the regional centres.

Fifty-three public libraries participated in 'H o lid ay  fun@ your 
lib rary ', w ith  m ore than 200 hours of activities. To help w ith  
local prom otions and publicity, full-colour posters and t-shirts 
w e re  distributed to all libraries. Com m ents from participating 
librarians included:

'. . . I 'v e  had lots and lots of com m ents about the com m er­
cia ls from fam ily and friends, plus library customers. Must say, 
w asn 't expecting them  to show  the ads during the cricket! And 
not o n ly  did they show  during the Sunday  m atch, but I had 
people informing me they saw the ads every day from new  years 
day onw ards!' Jenny  Paradiso, W est Torrens.

'Q u ite  a few  peop le  in the Barossa have com m ented  on 
seeing the advertisem ent on the television, including some non­
library users w h o  I have chatted to at other functions —  and 
w e  have one regular custom er out here at M t P leasant w h o  
was disappointed to find that the library staff w eren 't w earing  
fairy w ings like he ex p ec ted !'V ick i Flutchinson, library services 
manager, Barossa C ouncil Pub lic  Library.

G o o lw a  Library reported that a very  burly builder w orking 
on the site of their new  b u ild ing  asked w h y  they w e ren 't all 
w earing  w ings. M itcham  Library decided  to be proactive and 
w ent out and bought w ings for staff. ■
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