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T he A s ia - P a c i f i c  S p e c i a l  Inter
est G r o u p  is p l e a s e d  to report  

on  th re e  A u st r a l ia n s  w h o  h a v e  
m a d e  a m ark ed  contribution to our  lo

ca l  reg ion . C a n b e r r a  m e m b e r s  h e a rd  
a b o u t  their  w o r k  at to a re c en t  lu n c h 
t im e m eeting .

G e o r g e  M iller ,  w h o  h as  b e e n  
c l o s e l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  I n d o n e s ia  
a n d  S o u th e a s t  A s ia  fo r  m o r e  th an  
thirty  y e a rs ,  to ld  o f  his r e c e n t  trip to 
th e  is la n d  o f  F lo res  in Eastern  I n d o 
n e s ia  w h e r e  th e  N u s a t e n g a r r a  A s s o 
c ia t io n , o f  w h ic h  he is a  m e m b e r ,  has 

b e e n  e n c o u r a g in g  s m a l l  g r a ss - ro o ts  
p ro je c ts  for the past  d e c a d e .  T h e  a im  
o f  the A u stra l ia n -b a se d  A s s o c ia t io n  is 
to he lp  im p ro v e  v i l l a g e  in frastructure  
b y  p ro v id in g  a d v ic e ,  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  a 

l im ited  fu n d s  to v a r io u s  c o m m u n i t y  
g r o u p s  u n d e r ta k in g  w o r k s  s u c h  as  
p r o v id in g  c l e a n  w a t e r  a n d  b u i l d in g  
s c h o o l  fac il it ies . O n e  o f  their  p ro je c ts  
w h ic h  G e o r g e  d e s c r ib e d  to the m e e t 
ing w a s  the b u i ld in g  o f  library sh e lv e s  
a n d  the don at io n  o f  a sm all  c o l lec t io n  
o f  b o o k s  to a s c h o o l .  G e o r g e  sa id  that 
a r e a s  s u ch  as  F lo res  h a d  not b e e n  
m u c h  e f f e c te d  b y  th e  p re s e n t  f i n a n 
c ia l  c r is is  in In d o n e s ia  a s  th e y  h a d

n e v e r  re c e iv e d  m u c h  fu n d in g  b e fo re  

a n y w a y .  For details  o f  the w o rk  o f  the 
N u s a t e n g a r r a  A s s o c ia t i o n  c o n ta c t :
m i l l e r @ c y b e r o n e .c o m .a u .

E w a n  M a id m e n t  is th e  p r o je c t  
o f f icer ,  P aci f ic  M a n u s c r ip t s  B u re a u ,  
w h i c h  is h o u s e d  at th e  A u stra l ia n  

N a t io n a l  U niversity . It is a c o - o p e r a 
t iv e  u n d e r ta k in g  o f  m a jo r  l ib rar ies  
in te re s te d  in the  m ic r o f i lm in g  o f  

o r ig in a l  d o c u m e n t s  r e la te d  to the  
Pac if ic .  M e m b e r  l ibraries  c o m e  from  
A u stra l ia ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  a n d  th e  P a c if ic .  T h ro u g h  th e  
p ro je c t ,  c o p i e s  o f  the  m ic ro f i lm  a re  
d istr ibuted  w o r ld - w id e .  Its w e b s i t e  is 
h t tp :/ / r sp a s .a n u .e d u .a u /p a m b u / .

E w a n  re c e n t ly  v i s i te d  th e  C o o k  

Is lands  at the u rg ing  o f  the  N a t io n a l  
L ib ra ry  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  FHe f i lm e d  
a r c h iv e s  o f  th e  C o o k  Is la n d s  F e d 
erat io n  w h ic h  w a s  the  M a o r i  g o v e r n 
m e n t  o f  the  C o o k  I s la n d s  b e t w e e n  
1 8 9 0  a n d  1 9 0 0  w h e n  th e  C o o k  Is
la n d s  w e r e  a British Protectorate .  In 
1 9 0 0  the C o o k  Islands w e r e  a n n e x e d  
b y  Britain a n d  s o v e r e ig n ty  w a s  t ran s
fe r re d  to N e w  Z e a l a n d  in 1 9 0 1 .  H e  
a l s o  m ic ro f i lm e d  e a r ly  re c o rd s  o f  the 

N e w  Z e a l a n d  a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  

the  C o o k  Is lands, b e t w e e n  1 9 0 0  
a n d  1 9 4 1 .  T h e  w o r k  w a s  s o m e 
t im e s  te d io u s  a n d  to o k  c a r e  as  
th e  p a p e r  u sed  in th e  p r e s s - c o p y  

letter-books  w a s  thin a n d  frag i le . 
To c o m p e n s a t e  for the  a m o u n t  o f  
w o r k  n e e d e d  o v e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  
w e e k s ,  th e  b e a u t y  o f  the  C o o k  
Is lan d s  w a s  a p le a s u r e  to E w a n .  
U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  B a r r y  H o w a r th ,  
a v o l u n t e e r  r e s e a r c h e r  w o r k in g  

o n  the  p r o je c t  w ith  E w a n ,  g o t  
d e n g u e  fe v e r  a n d  w a s  v e ry  ill for 
s o m e  t im e.

S a ra h  A r u n d e l ,  n o w  w o r k 
in g  in the  A u stra l ia n  T ax  O f f ic e ,  

v o l u n t e e r e d  th ro u g h  A u s A I D 's  
A u st r a l ia n  Youth A m b a s s a d o r s  
fo r  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s c h e m e  
w h ic h  p l a c e s  y o u n g  p e o p l e  in 
p ro je c ts  w h e r e  th e y  c a n  use  their  
e x p e r t i s e .  S a ra h  w a s  a s k e d  to 
set up the library o f  the  V a n u a tu  
F a m ily  H e a lth  A s s o c ia t i o n .  D e -
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sp ite  h a i l in g  from  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  Sarah  

fo u n d  the  h e a t  a n d  h u m id i ty  in Port 

V ila  to b e  in it ia lly  v e r y  d a u n t in g .  S h e  

s trove  to set up a sys tem  w h ic h  c o u ld  

b e  m a in t a in e d  w h e n  s h e  left. A s  a 

lot  o f  th e  m a t e r ia l s  w e r e  p a m p h le t s  

a n d  sm a ll  b o o k le t s ,  s h e  a r r a n g e d  it 

as  a s e l f -h e lp  c o l l e c t io n .  S a ra h  c o u ld  

s e e  that it w o u l d  b e  usefu l for the  lo 

c a l  staff  to i n c r e a s e  th e ir  c o m p u t e r  

skil ls  a n d  re c o rd  k e e p in g  a b i l i t ie s  so  

s h e  e m p h a s i s e d  this  in staff  tra in ing .  

S e x  e d u c a t io n  is a s e n s i t iv e  t o p ic  in 

V a n u a tu  a n d  S a ra h  a d m i r e d  th e  fac t  

that the lo c a l s  w e r e  k e e n  to im p r o v e  

their  l ives  th ro u g h  an  u n d e r s t a n d in g  

o f  r e p r o d u c t io n .  S a ra h  r e p o r te d  that 

s h e  b e c a m e  q u i te  fluent  in the  lo ca l  

p id g in  la n g u a g e ,  B is la m a ,  a s  s h e  felt 

that it w a s  im p o rta n t  for her  to b u ild  

up  rapport w ith  the loca ls  if t h e y  w e r e  

to regard the c o l lec t io n  as  their's  w h e n  

sh e  returned  to A u stra l ia .

T he  m e m b e r s  o f  A P S I C  w e r e  v e r y  

im p re sse d  b y  th e se  p re se n ta t io n s  a n d  

the  a p p l ic a t io n  a n d  d e d ic a t io n  w h ic h  

these  A u stra l ian s  s h o w e d  in co n tr ib u t

ing to the re g io n .  ■

8 / / /  C V  £  * * March 2003

mailto:miller@cyberone.com.au
http://rspas.anu.edu.au/pambu/

