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Recent problem.i 
with e-mail-borne 
viruses have led 
many in the media 
industry to predict the 
demise of the e-mail 
newsletter...

H e b r e w  c a t a lo g u in g
C ataloguers of materials in Hebrew , Y id­

dish, Ladino, Judeo-Arabic, A ram aic, 
and any other language that uses the 

H eb rew  a lphabet w ill find the Yale U n ive r­
sity Library's H eb ra ica  Team w ebs ite  useful 
[h ttp ://w w w .lib ra ry .ya le .ed u /ca ta lo g in g /  
hebraicateam /]. The site inc ludes ca ta logu ­
ing tools and background  and links on the 
H eb rew  language, as w e ll as an introduction 
to the twenty-two character H eb rew  a lp h a ­
bet and an o n line  H eb rew  keyboard . There 
is an on line  Hebrew-English dictionary, and 
an exp lanation of gematria, the num erology 
system.

R eally  S im ple  Syndication
Recent prob lem s w ith  e-m ail-borne viruses 
have led m any in the m edia industry to pre­
d ict the dem ise of the e-mail newsletter and 
its rep lacem ent w ith  a m ore user-directed 
technology such as R ich Site Sum m ary, also 
known as RSS. Using an RSS reader, users can 
get the content of synd icated  materials w ith ­
out the risk of picking up a virus. As more and 
m ore people a llo w  their content to be synd i­
cated, this may becom e a more v iab le  option 
for many. Syndication  generally means creat­
ing an X M L  file of material that news aggrega­
tors can read and display. W ebReference .com  
[h ttp ://w w w .w ebreference.com /authoring/ 
languages/xml/rss/] has some useful inform a­
tion for those w h o  w an t to know  m ore about 
this em erging technology.

Blog too ls
Trawling for useful blog content might seem a 
daunting task, as so m any blogs are personal 
rants or raves, w ith  little to offer librarians or 
researchers. But a cou p le  of tools such as 
Technorati [http://www.technorati.com /] and 
B log lines [http ://w w w .b log lines.com /] may 
help  w ith  d iscovery. In add ition  to offering 
a keyw ord  search of approx im ately 360 000 
w eblogs, Technorati a llo w s bloggers to see 
if other sites are link ing to theirs, so it may 
be a handy tip to pass on to your b logging 
custom ers. B log lines a llo w s you (or your 
lib rary users) to subscribe to the RSS feeds 
of favourite  blogs. B log lines also m onitors 
w hen  specified  b log sites are updated. You 
do not have to know  anyth ing about RSS to 
use B loglines —  sim ply read the latest entries 
of interest w ith in  Blog lines itself.

O ne to  w atch
W ith  the enorm ous am ount of free and open 
source software such as Linux ava ilab le , a 
neutral source of g u id ance  on the top ic  is

a lw ays  w e lco m e . Though the site is yet to 
launch  o ffic ia lly , O S S  W a tch  [http://ww w. 
oss-watch.ac.uk/] m ay be one to bookm ark 
now. It aim s to p rovide the Un ited  Kingdom  
further and higher education com m unity with 
au thorita tive  ad v ice  about free and  open 
source software, and about re lated open 
standards, such as O p e n U R L . O b v io us ly  the 
tips w o u ld  be useful to anyone, an yw he re  
w h o  dips a toe into the open source pond.

A ccessib ility  cen tra l
W ith  so m any d ifferent w e b  browsers and 
versions of brow sers in the N et m arket, it 
is easy to design pages that do not w ork  for 
som e of them. The Bobby O n lin e  Free Portal 
[http://bobby.watchfire.com/bobby/htm l/en/ 
index.jsp] can  help you jum p the access ib il­
ity hurd le by exposing any prob lem s your 
pages m ight have and h igh lighting repairs 
necessary. Prob lem s in c lu d e  images or im ­
age maps w ith  no text alternative w h ich  can 
m ake data d ifficu lt to retrieve for v isua lly  im ­
paired people, frames that b lock the appear­
ance of content or make navigation confusing 
and pages designed to w ork  exclusive ly w ith  
Internet Explorer. The site has extensive infor­
mation on the W o rld  W id e  W e b  Consortium 's 
accessib ility  guidelines.

Theses and eprin ts
A nyone w h o  wants to do a Masters or Ph D  
needs to know  how  to go about the research 
process. Looking at existing theses, particu ­
larly in top ics c lose to yours, is a pretty good 
w a y  of getting an idea of w hat is in store. 
The dissertationsandtheses.com  [http://www. 
d issertationsandtheses.com /] site offers a 
search se rv ice  for research students to help 
them  locate theses in their subjects. The aim  
of the site is largely to sell the m ore than 
25 000 research papers and theses it owns, 
but there is useful information for researchers 
that is free as w e ll. The chapters sections pro­
v id e  an introduction to stages in the research 
process, such as creating the hypothesis, the 
literature review , the research methodology, 
the w riting  and structuring of the discussion, 
and organising the bibliography.

N ew  on the arch ive  scene
A n yo n e  invo lved  in d ig ital preservation  
w ill find the w ork  of erpanet, the E lectronic 
Resource Preservation and Access N etw ork, 
useful. The service has now  set up an ePrints 
service [http://daedalus.lib.gla.ac.uk/] so that 
others can  easily  tap into the w ork they do. 
The papers cove r a range of p reservation
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issues such as au then tic ity  and integrity, 
storage, metadata, roles and responsibilities, 
standards and harvesting. The arch ive , d e ­
signed for the cultural and scientific  heritage 
com m unity, is still in the early  stages, but is 
defin itely one to watch .

H ow s tu ff  w o rk s
Schoo l and p ub lic  librarians are p robab ly 
already aware of the H ow Stu ffW orks website 
[http ://www.howstuffworks.com /], as it pro­
vides easy-to-follow descriptions of the w ork ­
ings of interesting inventions and products 
in e lectron ics, science, com puters and the 
home. Nov/ Stanford Un ivers ity  has got into 
the exposition act as well, w ith  the 'H o w  Eve­
ryday Things Are M ade ' [http://manufacturing. 
stanford.edu/] website. It includes the making 
of fam iliar objects such as cars, aerop lanes 
and bottles, as w e ll as exp lain ing  m anufac­
turing processes such as forging, casting, and 
injection moulding. The site covers more than 
forty different products and processes, and 
includes four hours of v ideo  w h ich  might be 
useful for teachers in schools.

K ey  to  the po rta l
I have long been a fan of the fortnightly 
e journal, FreePint, as it provides so much 
useful inform ation for librarians trying to 
navigate the Net. The ejournal publishes a 
regular index to its content, and the latest is at 
http://www.freepint.com/issues/03indexa.htm. 
It appeared at the end of June, so w ill not be 
up to the very minute, but you w ill still find 
bags of useful information there. The index is 
ava ilab le  in three formats —  PDF, H T M L  or 
plain text (w h ich  can be dow nloaded).

K eeping  up w ith  C M S
If you are shopping around for a content m an­
agement system, or are looking to upgrade the 
one you already have, you w ill find the C M S  
R e v ie w  site [h ttp ://w w w .cm sreview .com /] 
useful. It covers issues such as the defin ing 
features of a C M S , steps in selecting one for 
your organisation and criteria for com paring  
systems. O p tions to buy, bu ild  or lease are 
also exam ined . The site covers 'p roprie tary  
and open-source products, application deve l­
opm ent fram eworks, fin ished out-of-the-box 
solutions, and hosted services at app lication  
service providers'. You can  also use the site 
to find on line  dem onstrations and dow n load  
sites for trial versions of some of the ava ilab le 
software.

G o the distance
Anyone involved in d istance education  and 
rem ote services to lib rary users w ill find 
som ething useful in the 'In fo rm ation  sup ­
port for e-learning: p rincip les and practice ' 
briefing paper [http ://w w w .sconul.ac.uk/ 
pub s_stats/p u bs/l n f o r m at i o n_S u ppo rt_f o r_ 
eLearn in g _F in a l.pd f] jo in tly  p roduced  by 
S C O N U L , the UK-based Society of College, 
N ational and Un ivers ity  Libraries, and UKe- 
Universitites W o rld w id e , a British com pany 
that offers on line  degrees from Un ited  King­
dom universities to students w orldw ide . The 
aim  of the briefing paper is to alert teachers, 
w eb  designers and adm inistrators of on line  
courses to the in form ation  support issues 
invo lved  in eLearn ing , and how  libraries 
can help to provide the information-rich en ­
v ironm ent that on line  learners need. Issues 
addressed inc lude information access, infor­
mation skills, advice  and assistance to learn ­
ers and costs and com m unication  issues.

Index o f  eB ooks
The D igital Book index [http://www. 
d ig italbookindex.com /] aim s to provide a c ­
cess to more than 73 000 on line books, from 
a range of different publishers and on line 
archives. Though not v isua lly  very impres­
sive, the site does a useful job of making this 
vast store of content accessible, by book title 
and w ell as by publisher and provider. Items 
from more than 1800 publishers and private 
publishing organisations are included, and 
the index spans both com m ercia l and non­
com m ercia l publishing, such as N etLibrary 
and Project Gutenberg. In addition to fiction 
and non-fiction on a range of topics, the site 
is also rich in reference works, offering a 
large number of dictionaries, encyclopaedias, 
thesauri, glossaries, bibliographies, timelines, 
chronologies, literary histories, and writing and 
style guides. N ew  users w ill need to log in so 
that the site can figure out w ho its users are.

O pen fo r business
B io M edC en tra l has long been in the busi­
ness of freeing sc ien tific  inform ation. N o w  
they have launched  O p en  A ccess N o w  
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/openaccess/] 
as a forum for debate about open access is­
sues. For those w h o  m ight have missed it, 
debate has been going on for a w h ile  now  
about the w ay  research findings are currently 
published and distributed, and how  the exist­
ing system might be improved. ■
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