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I n Septem ber 2000, w hen  I w as 63, 
m y w ife  put a book in front of me 
from our local m ob ile library.

'Read  this/ she said. 'W h a t  are w e  
going to do?'

The book w as Baroness Cox -  a 
voice for the voiceless, by A ndrew  Boyd 
—  a b iography of Lady C a ro lin e  Cox, 
life peer, deputy speaker of the H ouse 
of Lords in England  and In ternational 
President of Christian So lidarity  W o r ld 
w id e  (C S W ). After general inform ation 
of her life it told of her travel and works 
am ong groups suffering extreme human 
rights abuses, beginning in Poland and 
continu ing  through Russia, N gorno Ka- 
rabakh, Burm a and Sudan. B y  the time 
I had finished the book it had done its 
work.

In spite of, or perhaps because of, 
continuous bom bardm ent of television 
programs and newspaper articles on the 
horrors of the Ba lkans war, the Eth io 
p ian , Ruanda and sim ila r situations, I 
had insulated m yself from the appalling  
brutalities being perpetrated. N o w  I was

sudden ly  m ade aw are  and challenged  
in an unm istakable way.

I echoed  my w ife's question, 'W h a t 
are w e  going to do?'

M y  first action  w as to w rite  to the 
Baroness to see w hat a near-pensioner 
w ith  not m uch m oney and no practical 
skills cou ld  do. H er reply w as: 'If you 
are serious, meet me on the border of 
Burm a and Thailand in three weeks time 
and w e 'll see.'

W e  met in M a e  H ong  Son w here  
I visited  the refugee cam ps filled  w ith  
m en, w om en  and ch ild ren  w h o  had 
fled from the brutality of the Burm ese 
Governm ent. I in terview ed som e to get 
their personal stories, the first being a 
12-year-old boy w ho , six years before, 
had seen n ine m em bers of his fam ily  
sum m arily  executed w h ile  he hid w ith 
his then three-year-old sister in their 
bam boo hut. I have their photo before 
me now  but I do not need it to rem em 
ber the deep hopelessness in his eyes.

S ince  then I have met m any of the 
300 000 Karen, Karenni and Shan eth

nic tribal people w ho  are in the refugee 
cam ps and som e of the 600 000 Inter
nally  D isp laced  People w h o  are being 
system atica lly  hunted through the 
jungles of the ir native Burm a. I have 
heard their stories of torture, forced 
labour, murder, rape and pillage. Those 
stories w e  report to the Un ited  Nations, 
The International Labour O rganisation, 
the Australian  G ove rnm en t and m any 
others in an effort to bring change to 
the situation.

The result of me reading the library 
book is that I am now  the secretary of 
Christian  So lid a rity  W o r ld w id e  (Aus
tra lasia) and visit the refugee cam ps 
near M ae  Sot and M ae  Hong Son regu
larly w ith  my w ife. W e  gather inform a
tion, and support in practical ways the 
refugees and internally displaced, those 
w ho  are suffering w h ile  the w orld  goes 
ga ily  on its way. This library book cer
ta in ly changed our lives!

Christian Solidarity Worldwide: h ttp :// 
w ww.csw.org. uk/, cswoz@hotmail. com

B ra n ch e s  A u stra lia  w id e

W e  w r o t e  t h e  b o o k
At C h e s s  w e  have the industry expertise and 

the specialist equipm ent to make your next library 
m ove fast, sim ple, secure, and 100%  reliable.

• Fully enc lo sed  trolleys safeguard  against lo ss
• Fixed height shelving prevents damage to books
• Rapid a c c e s s  co ntents during transport 

if required
• Efficient relocation and reinstallation
• Sequentia lly num bered trolleys preserve your 

library num bering system .

F l e x i b l e  k n o w l e d g e  

m a n a g e m e n t  s o l u t i o n s

Start small and develop at your own pace.

Maxus can supply the solutions and has the resources 

right across Australia to support your system as it grows.

Inmagic DB/TextW orksR solutions from Maxus. 

For free demonstration software or further information, 

contact your nearest Maxus representative.
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QLD Resource Options 
NT Peter Walton & Associates
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M A X U S
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October 2003 //7  6  V / C ' 21

http://www.csw.org
mailto:maxus@maxus.net.au
http://www.maxus.net.au

