
9  BRi^HT

Getting bright and funky in Brisbane • •
T h e  inaugu ra l  A L IA  N e w  Librarian 's  S y m p o s iu m  lived 

up  to it's Bright a n d  Funky th e m e  in D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 2 .  
1 9 5  n e w  m e m b e r s  o f  the  p ro fe s s io n  c o n v e r g e d  on  

the C arlton  C rest  Hotel in B r i sb a n e  for tw o  d a y s  o f  p ro fe s ­
s ion a l  a n d  p e rso n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  o p e n e d  b y  J a n ie  D ic k e n s o n ,  the  
y o u n g e s t  M a y o r  in A u stra l ia ,  w h o  in sp ired  the  a u d ie n c e .  
D a y  O n e  s e s s io n s  b e g a n  w ith  A n n  R itch ie  e n c o u r a g i n g  
p art ic ipan ts  to c o n s id e r  the  fu ture  o f  l ibraries  in A ustra l ia .  
The  rest o f  d a y  o n e  e n a b l e d  e v e r y o n e  to get  to k n o w  their  
in d iv id u a l  M BT I [M y e r-B r ig g s  T y p e  Indicator]  p e rso n a l i ty  
styles a n d  to c o n s id e r  a n d  un d ertake  c a r e e r  p la n n in g  under 
th e  g u i d a n c e  o f  c a r e e r  a rc h ite c ts ,  E d w in  a n d  A la n  fro m  

T re v o r-R o b er ts  a n d  A s s o c ia t e s .  D a y  o n e  c o n c l u d e d  w ith  
th e  v e r y  m e m o r a b l e  'M e e t  th e  B ig  W ig s '  C o c k t a i l  Party 
w h e r e  e ig h te e n  h ig h -r a n k in g  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  p ro fe s s io n  

a d o r n e d  c o lo u r fu l  a n d  im a g in a t iv e  w ig s  to m ix  it w ith  the 
c r o w d .  M e r v  M u r ra y  f ro m  3 M ,  s p o n s o r s  o f  th e  C o c k ta i l  
Party, w a s  inspired to think o f  an  ic e b rea k e r  w h ic h  involved  
e v e r y o n e  f inding  a B ig  W ig  w ith  their  D e w e y  c la ss i f ica t io n  
n u m b e r e d  n a m e ta g .

D a y  tw o  b e g a n  w ith  a p ane l  sess io n  e x p lo r in g  the top ic  
o f  ' 2 0 2 0 :  w h e r e  is th e  l ib r a ry ' .  Futurist  T o n y  S t e v e n s o n ,  

m ark et in g  guru Stuart A yling ,  pract it ioner a n d  U nivers ity  o f  
Q u e e n s l a n d  C y b r a r ia n  Ja n in e  S c h m id t  all g a v e  their  v i e w s  
a n d  Y ear  1 1  student A n n a  W a l l i s  sa id  that sh e  h o p e d  that 
a c h i l d c a r e  c e n tr e  m ig h t  b e  jo in e d  to the  l ibrary  to lo o k  
after h er  ch i ld ren .

The m ost p o p u la r  se ss io n  o f  the c o n fe r e n c e  w a s  c o n ­
d u c te d  on  d a y  tw o . F ion a  Em b erton , PLS d ire c to r  from  the 
State  L ibrary  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  s p o k e  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  e x e r ­
c ise s  o n  le a d e rsh ip  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  skil ls  for the fu ture.

To fin ish  the  c o n fe r e n c e  th ere  w a s  lots o f  b o o t - s c o o t ­
ing a n d  c e le b ra t io n s  at the  c o n f e r e n c e  d in n e r  at p o p u la r  
B r i sb a n e  n igh tspot  A u ro ra 's  B ar  a n d  Restaurant .

M e a l  b re a k s  w e r e  s p o n s o re d ,  a n d  s p o n s o r  re p r e se n ta ­
tives  in t ro d u ce d  the  m e a l  b re a k  th e y  w e r e  hosting . Static 
d i s p la y  b o o th s  at the  b a c k  o f  th e  c o n f e r e n c e  ro o m  e n a ­
b le d  p art ic ipan ts  to b r o w s e  th rou gh  the d isp la y s  a n d  talk

Big Wigs at the 3M cocktail party 
held during the ALIA New Librarian's Symposium

to c o m p a n y  re p re se n ta t ive s  d u r in g  m e a l  b re a k s .

Pre- a n d  p o s t - c o n f e r e n c e  e v e n t s  in c l u d e d  a tour  o f  
the  U Q  C y b r a r y  a n d  S u n d a y  b re a k fa st  at the  n e w  B o rd ers  
B r i sb a n e  B o o k s to re  w h e r e  the  m a rk e t in g  m a n a g e r  s p o k e  
a b o u t  re ta i l in g  te c h n iq u e s  u se d  in the store.

Reports, s p e a k e rs  notes  a nd  p h otos  are  all on  the Bright 

a n d  Fu n ky  w e b s i t e  at h t tp :/ /w w w .a l ia .o rg .a u / c o n fe re n c e s /  
n e w lib ra r ia n / .

A n d  th a n k  y o u .. .
I w o u ld  like to thank all th ose  in vo lv e d  w ith  o rg a n is in g  the 
c o n fe r e n c e .  W ith o u t  th e  hard w o r k  a n d  d e d ic a t io n  o f  the 

c o m m it t e e ,  a n d  the  s u p p o r t  f ro m  A L IA  N a t io n a l  O ff ic e ,  
the  c o n fe r e n c e  w o u l d  not h a v e  b e e n  su ch  a s u c c e s s .  The  
d e le g a te s  too  a re  to b e  c o n g ra tu la te d  for their  e n th u s ia sm . 
A n d  last, but not least, a b ig  th a n k  y o u  to the  c o n fe r e n c e  
s p o n so rs ,  w ith o u t  w h o m  the c o n f e r e n c e  w o u l d  not h a v e  
taken  p l a c e .  T h e  s p o n s o r s  w e r e :  C iv ic a ,  3 M  L ibrary  S y s ­
tem s, R e so u rc e  O p tio n s ,  Ja m e s  B en nett  Pty Limited, A urora 
Fo u n d a t io n ,  B o l in d a  P u b l ish in g ,  R a e c o ,  Q u e e n s l a n d  U n i ­
vers ity  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ,  e p ix te c h ,  T h o m s o n  G a l e ,  T h e  O n e  
U m b r e l l a  g r o u p ,  E B S C O  In fo rm a t io n  S e r v i c e s ,  B o rd e r s  
B o o k s to re ,  Softlink A u stra l ia  a n d  U T S  Library  S c h o o l .

S u e  H u tle y , c o n v e n o r

Did you know...
• To celebrate the life of Margaret Trask [see p6 ] the Association is seeking recollections of how Margaret touched the 

lives of those in the library profession. Stories will be collated into a folder and presented to Margaret's family. An 
electronic copy will also be presented to the University of Technology, Sydney library. To contribute your story, visit 
http://www.alia.org.au/membership/trask/, or contact Emma Davis at the ALIA National Office, phone 02 6215 8231, 
or emma.davis@alia.org.au. Contributions are due by 21 February.

• We are seeking comment on the draft plan: ALIA making the difference. The plan is available from http://www. 
alia.org.au/governance/planning/, or hard copies can be obtained by contacting the ALIA National Office [phone 
02 6215 8222, or e-mail enquiry@alia.org.au]. The deadline for comments is 14 February [p43].

• ALIA group treasurers should note that the new finance officer at ALIA National Office is Pamela Fedorow who replac­
es Elaine Fitzgerald. Pamela can be contacted on 02 6215 8219 or e-mail pameia.fedorow@alia.org. au. Ruby Akrong 
will be taking over reception duties. Ruby can be contacted on 02 6215 8222, or e-mail ruby.akrong@alia.org.au.

• The UNTL Library Project has a new website at http://untl.iabor.net.au. The website contains information about how 
you can help with the rebuilding of this important educational facility [p9].

• Grants are available for those in developing countries to assist with the costs associated with travelling to confer­
ences. Details can be found at http://www.ausaid.gov.au. ■
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