
A  s p e c ia l  c a s e
Lesle Symes Memorial Lecture

E lizabeth Swan delivered the inau ­
gural Lesle Sym es M em oria l Lec ­
ture at the first Asia Pacific Specia l 

and Law  Librarian's conference in 1985. 
These lectures honour Lesle Sym es and 
focus on groundbreaking areas and is­
sues affecting the profession. Lesle was 
a 'sp ec ia l' special librarian before her 
tim e —  not on ly  in her w ork  eth ic but 
also her character. Lesle left a lasting 
impression on those she met, and it is 
for her contribu tion  and w o rk  for the 
profession and library industry that her 
m em ory is honoured in this m em oria l 
lecture.

Lesle had a passion for the profes­
sion and w orked tirelessly on a num ber 
of (then) Library Association of Australia 
com mittees, serving as president of the 
Spec ia l Libraries N ational Section , on 
G en era l C o u n c il and num erous other 
com m ittees and con ference groups. A  
groundbreaker and cam paigner for the 
profession, w e  honour the m em ory of 
Lesle Symes, M B E  1925-1982.

The purpose of the Lesle Sym es 
M em o ria l Lecture is to com m em orate  
outstanding special librarianship in Aus­
tralia. To this end a prominent Australian

Robert D 
Williamson 

Award
Nom inations are now  inv ited  fo r the 
2004 Robert D  W ill ia m so n  Aw ard . 
T h is  a w a rd ,  m ad e  b ie n n ia l ly ,  
is  p re s e n te d  fo r  o u ts ta n d in g  
co n tr ib u tio n  to the d eve lo p m en t 
o f  in fo rm atio n  te ch n o lo g y  usage 
in  A u s t r a l ia n  l ib r a r ie s  and  fo r  
demonstrated potential to p os itive ly  
and  s ig n if i c a n t ly  in f lu e n c e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  in  in fo rm a t io n  
techno logy usage w ith in  libraries.

Guidelines and nomination 
forms can be obtained from:

The Secretary 
VALA 

PO Box 282 
CROYDON VIC 3136 
or from our website at 

http://www.vala.org.au

Nominations close 
31 October 2003

f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n

with Heather Layton

special librarian is invited 
to deliver this lecture and 
to share their thoughts on 
an issue of current im por­
tance  to the profession.
A special case for co l­
laboration  w as d e livered  
by H eather Layton at the 
10th Asia  Pacific  Sp ec ia l,
Health and Law  Librarian's 
Conference. H eather has a 
w ide-ranging background 
in specia l libraries, hav ­
ing w orked  in m ed ica l, 
law  and research libraries 
in the state and com m o n ­
w ea lth  governm ent sec ­
tors. S in ce  1997 she has 
been national m anager,
L ib rary  and In form ation  
Se rv ices  at the D e fen ce  
S c ie n ce  and T echno logy 
O rgan isation .

H av in g  held o ffice in 
the Australian Law  Librar­
ians G roup, the Australian 
Institute of Jud icia l A d m in ­
istration and the A L IA  Spec ia l Libraries 
Section , H eather has been involved  in 
professional com m ittee w ork  at a local, 
state and national leve l. In 1995 she 
took a leadership  role in the d eve lop ­
ment of a set of Australian court library 
standards for com m onw ea lth  and state 
governm ents.

In her paper, H ea ther ou tlined  the 
benefits of co llaboration :

* to enab le us to m ake a value-added

contribu tion  to the business of our 
organisations.

to expand  serv ices to our clients, 
particu larly  access to information.

to increase efficiency by reducing du­
plication of staff effort, facilities and 
systems and by sharing collections.

to m axim ise purchasing power.

to raise our profile and im prove our 
like lihood of survival, even prosper­
ity. ■

A new electronic bulletin for public libraries
Are you interested in public libraries? Do you want to keep up to date 
with government inquiries, policy developments, research reports, innova­
tive service developments and ALIA services relating to public libraries?

aliaPUBN EW S (ALIA Public Library News Online) is a free monthly 
electronic bulletin that covers the policy and strategic issues and service 
developments relevant to public libraries Australia-wide.

Regular sections include: policy and advocacy; states and territories 
roundup; international; news from ALIA; what's on.

aliaPUBN EW S is an initiative of the ALIA Public Libraries Reference 
Group and w ill operate on a trial basis until December 2003. Since 
the first issue in July 2003 aliaPUBN EW S has attracted almost 300 sub­
scribers. During the trial period, subscription is open to all — both ALIA 
members and non-members.

To subscribe to aliaPUBN EW S go to http://lists.alia.org.au/mailman/ 
listinfo/aliaPUBNEWS/.

Please send your comments on and contributions to aliaPUBN EW S 
to Susan Magnay at ALIA National O ffice (susan.magnay@alia.org.au, ph 
02 6215 8225). ■
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