
Y our voice
Snapshots in tim e?
M y  participation in the IFLA 
project 'Political perceptions of 
the public library' has given me 
reasons to delve into the history 
of public libraries in Australia.
I have needed to trace the 
developm ent of some of the 
Association's policy statements. 
H o w  do I do this? W e ll, once 
upon a time I used to browse 
the earlier issues of the A L IA  
H andbook w here I could see, 
from year to year, that not only 
had a policy been amended, 
but the changes in the words. 
N o w  I go on the web. W h a t 
do I find? If I have the time 
and patience to scour the 
many, many w eb pages, I find 
statements, but nothing of their 
journey. For example, I locate: 

Free access to inform ation 
[replaces Free lib rary services 
to all, Freedom  to read.
Adopted 2001 ] but there is 
no link to the statements the 
new  one has replaced. This 
could easily be remedied but 
what about the context? I have 
located the older versions in

early editions of the Handbook; 
a publication discontinued 
some time ago.

John Levett's recent editorial in 
The A ustralian  Lib rary Jo u rn a l 
begs us to nominate colleagues 
for Fellowships. Fellows' 
names are also located on 
the web, but in what year did 
they receive their Fellowship?
At least the H andbook gave 
us a snapshot in time of these 
and other developments of the 
Association.

Another useful booklet I have 
had recent occasion to use was 
the A L IA  O ccasional Paper.
The one I was particularly 
interested in was Jane King's 
edited version on Com pulsory 
Com petitive Tendering. This 
was a very useful collection 
of papers on an issue critical 
to members of the Association 
at that time (the mid-1990s). 
W h a t are today's matters of 
moment wh ich might deserve 
sim ilar treatment? I can think 
of four and there are probably 
m any more:

• the role of copyright in the

digital age and the Austral­
ian position. Tom Cochrane 
gave a very useful paper 
at I FLA Berlin in August 
tracing some of the deve l­
opments. Sure, I can find 
this paper on the web, but 
what I would  like is a small 
com pendium  of events and 
issues so far;

• the transformation of Aus­
tralian public libraries;

• developments in the Austral­
ian approach to scholarly 
com m unication; and

• developm ents in Aus­
tralia on censorship of the 
internet.

Yes, I know there have been 
conferences and the papers 
might/might not be on the web. 
But what about a snapshot 
in time? These are matters in 
wh ich A L IA  and its members 
are involved and it wou ld  
be useful for AL IA  to take an 
interest in documenting our 
past before w e  lose it. I am 
w illing  to assist if required.

Kerry Smith FALIA, Curtin 
University o f Technology

Your letters on any issue of relevance to 
the library and information sector are 
welcomed.
All letters should be addressed to the incite editor 
and may be e-mailed to incite@alia.org.au, or 
faxed to 02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, P0 Box 6335, Kingston 2604. Please include 
your name and postal address with your letter 
or e-mail.
Letters will be accepted for publication until the 
18th of the month.
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