
G a te w a y s  to  in fo rm a tio n , 
k n o w le d g e  a n d  c u ltu re
69th General Conference of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions [IFLA]

M ore  than 4 56 0  p a rtic ip an ts  from  133 cou n tr ie s  
attended the 69th G en e ra l C o n fe ren ce  o f the In ­
ternational Federation  of L ib rary Assoc ia tions and 

Institutions, w h ich  w as held  in B e rlin  from  1-9 August.

The them e of the Congress, 'Access Point Library: M ed ia  
—  In form ation  —  C u ltu re ' w as  sym bo lised  by the Congress 
logo, based on the B rand enb u rg  G a te  in B e rlin  and  reflect­
ing the ro le o f lib raries o f all kinds as ga tew ays to in fo rm a­
tion , kn o w led g e  and  cu ltu re .

Freedom  and  eq u ity  o f access to in fo rm ation  and  free ­
dom  of expression  w e re  p ervas ive  sub-them es throughout 
the Congress. This w as d ram atica lly  reflected  by Jean-Pierre 
A rnou lt's  a cco u n t o f the destruction  and  loo ting  o f lib rar­
ies in Iraq. Je an-P ierre  w as  the o n ly  lib ra rian  in a recent 
U N E S C O  m ission  sent to assess the effects o f the w a r  on 
Iraq's cu ltural heritage. D e legates w e re  stunned by distress­
ing photographs of dam aged  and  destroyed libraries and ar­
ch ives, and various p ledges o f assistance w e re  m ade during 
the d iscussion . A  reso lu tion  urg ing action  by governm ents 
to he lp  restore the lib rary and  in fo rm ation  infrastructure in 
Iraq w as passed by the C ongress in its c lo s in g  session. 

L ive ly  debates also took p lace  on the im pact o f the an ti­
terro rism  leg is la tion  b e in g  in tro d u ced  a ro u n d  the w o rld , 
w h ic h  often im pedes free access to in fo rm ation . The C o n ­
gress also approved  a reso lution  d ep lo rin g  the introduction  
o f leg islation  w h ich  v io la tes fund am enta l hum an rights to

p rivacy  and  unham pered  access to inform ation in the nam e 
of n ationa l security, and  c a llin g  for the repeal or a m e n d ­
m ent o f all such leg islation  in o rder to protect these rights.

O utstand ing  am ong several im portant keynote addresses 
w as a presentation  on the fo rth com ing  W o r ld  Sum m it on 
the In fo rm ation  So c ie ty  by A d am a  Sam assekou, pres ident 
of the P rep a ra to ry  C o m m itte e  for the W o r ld  Su m m it and  
fo rm erly  M in is te r of Education  in M a li. D escrib in g  the d e ­
struction o f the Berlin  W a l l  as 'an  h istorica l ce leb ra tion  of 
liberty and  so lidarity ', M r Sam assekou w en t on to note that 
'th ere  are o ther w a lls  w h ic h  d iv id e  hum an  beings; there  
are those w h o  can  read and  those w h o  canno t; there are 
the inform ation  rich and  the inform ation  poor. W e  speak of 
our p lanet as 'g lo b a lised ', but in reality  it is torn by m any 
d iv ides —  not on ly  the so-called 'd igital d iv id e '.' D iscussing 
the nature of the transition tow ards an inform ation  society, 
M r Sam assekou  d ec la red : '! am  p ro foun d ly  co n v in ce d  that 
the ro le  o f lib raries and  in fo rm ation  se rv ices in the c re a ­
tion and  d iffusion of know ledge  and in form al and inform al 
ed u ca tion  w ill not o n ly  con tin u e  to be ind ispensab le , but 
w ill b e co m e  m ore and m ore im portant.'

A t the  end  o f a six-year p eriod  o f o ffice , C h ris tin e  
D escham p s handed  o ve r the p res id ency  of the Federation  
during the c los ing  ce rem o n y  to Kay Raseroka of Bo tsw ana, 
w h o se  p res id en tia l them e for the next tw o  years w ill  be 
'L ib rar ies  for life long  lite racy '. ■
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For further information 
and to register on-line go to

http://www.vaia.org.au/conf2004.htm

To ta k e  a d va n ta g e  

o f th e  e a rlyb ird  

re g is tra tio n  fee , y o u r12th Biennial Conference 
and Exhibition re g is tra tio n  a nd  p a y m e n t

m u s t be  re ce ive d  by  

30  N o v e m b e r 2003.
3-5 February 2004
Melbourne Convention Centre
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