
T a u o n d i C o lle g e  ce le b ra tes
T auondi College, independently con­

trolled and managed by Aboriginal 
people, celebrates its thirtieth birth­

day this year with a variety of activities 
and events being held. Tauondi offers 
courses that lead to further studies and/or 
employment opportunities. The Learning 
Resource Centre (LRC) supports the learn­
ing requirements of both internal and ex­
ternal students as well as communities.

Thirty years ago, on 12 June 1973 
the Aborig inal Com m unity C o llege was 
established in Adelaide, South Australia.
In 1992, the Kaurna w ord  Tauondi was 
selected  to represent the ph ilosophy 
of the co llege. The defin ition  is 'to 
penetrate or to breakthrough '. Today 
the college, situated at Port A de la ide , 
has approx im ately 275 adult students 
studying nationally-accredited training packages in art, hos­
pitality, business, Aborig inal tourism, information technology, 
and foundation studies. There is a course of study offered for 
elder Aboriginal people, some of w hom  have had a long con ­
nection with Tauondi. They also participate in visits to schools 
to demonstrate crafts, read stories and to share their culture 
and history. G raduation  is held each year in M arch  and is a 
highlight of the academ ic  year.

Tauondi is constantly responding to current needs and a 
new  course 'Training for the d isab led ' w ill com m ence in Au-
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Tauondi College Resource Centre website: http://www.tauondi.sa.edu.au

gust 2003. Com m unity needs are met w ith  Adult C om m un ity  
Education activities.

The LR C  holds ap p rox im ate ly  9500 cata logued  items, 
w ith  a large section being the Aborig ina l Co llection . W e  use 
Bookm ark cata loguing software.

To respect Aborig inal cultures the Rare and Restricted 
items are retained in a locked cabinet, but may be accessed 
w henever requested. Please refer to the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Protocols for Libraries, A rchives and Inform a­
tion Services, http://www.ntu.edu.au/library/protocol and 
http://alia.org.au/policies/aboriginal.html for more information.
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The Tauondi College Learning and Resource Centre supports the information needs of the students, staff and 
community.

At C h e ss  w e  have the industry expertise and  
the specialist equipm ent to make your next library 
m ove fast, sim ple, secure, and 100%  reliable.

• Fully enc lo sed  trolleys safeguard  against lo ss
• Fixed height shelving prevents damage to books
• Rapid a c c e s s  co ntents during transport 

if required
• Efficient relocation and reinstallation
• Sequentia lly num bered trolleys p reserve your 

library num bering system .
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W e  w r o t e  t h e  b o o k

Two successes have been the introduction of a three-hour 
loan for art students and the perm itting of food and drink into 
the LRC. This has encouraged a system of trust.

W h ile  external users may access the co llections, no bor­
row ing is permitted. The library is only open to students during 
term time, and three form er Tauondi students w ho  are now  
external university students also access the resources. Three 
people staff the library, a full-time library technician, a part-time 
library assistant and a volunteer w ho  works on the newspaper 
clippings.

The LRC  celebrated  both Library and Inform ation W e e k  
and the thirty years b irthday w ith  a d isp lay and balloons. A 
special display was created focussing on libraries thirty years 
ago with cataloguing cards, the second edition of Anglo-Ameri­
can Cataloguing Rules (A ACR), and photos of the early days of 
Tauondi. To continue the theme, the display also featured items 
of libraries today, such as com puter disks, electronic catalogues 
and the internet.

Two of the many activities held during the w eek w ere  the 
concert and the com m unity open day. Explaining the history of 
the term 'happy birthday' was the library's contribution to the 
concert. The com m unity open day was held in w intery con d i­
tions w ith stalls, bands and activities. The week concluded with 
cultural tours of the Botanical Gardens and Cleland W ild life  Re­
serve in the Adelaide H ills, and a church service on Sunday.

Later in the year, a celebration ball w ill be held, and w e 
plan to launch a Friends of Tauondi group. Before the end of 
the academ ic  year another staff/student day is planned and a 
concert w ill be a highlight of this day.

P lease visit Tauondi's w ebsite  at http ://w w w .tauondi.sa. 
edu.au/ to read the newsletter Tauondi Talk and/or to discover 
other interesting facts about this special college.

Fairlie Sampson, library@ tauondi.sa.edu.au
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