
S ta te  L ib ra r y  re d e v e lo p m e n t 
b u ild s  to m o rro w  s l ib r a r y  to d a y
T o a llo w  co n stru ct io n  o f the m a jo r re d e ve lo p m e n t 

o f the State L ib ra ry  o f Q u ee n s la n d  to start, staff and 
se rv ices w ill be re lo cated  from  N o ve m b e r 2003. 

The re d e ve lo p m e n t, w h ic h  w ill  d o u b le  the  S tate L i­
brary 's size, is expected  to be com p le ted  in 2005 and  w ill 
transfo rm  the  State  L ib ra ry  into  a m o re  a cc e s s ib le  and  
in c lu s ive  p lace .

Q u e e n s la n d  M in is te r  for the A rts M a tt Fo le y  said  
'T h e  re d e ve lo p ed  State  L ib ra ry  w ill  o ffer g reater a ccess  
to co lle c t io n s , n e w  se rv ice s  for ch ild re n , yo u n g  p eo p le  
and  Ind igenous p eop le , m ore space for readers and  m ore 
ac tiv it ie s  across the  state'.

'L ib ra r ie s  tod ay  are  no longer just ab ou t books. The 
fu tu re  o f the  State L ib ra ry  is ab ou t b a la n c in g  p rin t and  
d ig ital m ed ia , being  w eb-focussed and  using techn o log y  to 
e m p o w e r Q u ee n s lan d e rs  to gain  access to in fo rm ation .'

The tem porary re location  of staff and  services w ill a llo w  
for quicker, cheap e r and safer construction  w h ile  m a in ta in ­
ing se rv ices  and  m in im is in g  risks to staff and  clients.

'The  tem porary  re lo cation  w ill ensure that State L ib rary 
se rv ice s  w ill  rem a in  a v a ila b le  to the p u b lic  d u ring  c o n ­
struction . M o st im portan tly , at the end  of this period , w e  
w ill  have  a State L ib ra ry  w h ich  w ill be a great asset for the 
p eo p le  o f Q u e e n s la n d  and  an exc iting  p la ce  to visit.'

The S tate  L ib ra ry 's  re fe ren ce  and  in fo rm ation  se rv ice  
w i l l  be p ro v id ed  from  the Q u e e n s la n d  C u ltu ra l C en tre  
A u d ito riu m , ad ja cen t to the State Library.

R e m a in in g  se rv ice s  w ill  be p ro v id ed  from  the N a ­
tio n a l A rch ive s  b u ild in g  at C an n o n  H ill,  and  the G riffith
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U n ive rs ity 's  Q u e e n s la n d  C o lle g e  o f A rt and  Q u e e n s la n d  
C o nservato rium , both at South  Bank .

A d m in is tra tion  and  te ch n ica l support se rv ices w ill re­
locate  to a nearby State L ib ra ry  fa c ility  in M o n tag u e  Road, 
W e s t End. A  free transport se rv ice  w ill operate  b etw een  all 
tem p o rary  locations.

Reg iona l and o n lin e  se rv ices w ill con tin u e  w ith o u t d is­
ruption  du ring  the re lo ca tion . V o lu n tee rs  w ill  con tin u e  to 
p lay  an integral ro le in the State L ib rary 's  operations.

The redeve lo p ed  State L ib ra ry  w ill  feature a n ew  floor 
(level 5) on top of the existing b u ild ing  and  a n ew  five-level 
structure w h ic h  w ill ad jo in  the ex isting bu ild ing .

This n ew  five-level structure w ill p ro v id e  n ew  ex h ib i­
tion ga lleries , an aud ito r iu m  and  even ts terrace, business 
and co n fe ren ce  facilities, and  purpose-designed co llec tio n  
repositories.

A  large co v e re d  o p en -a ir p ro m e n a d e  w ill  w e lc o m e  
v is ito rs  to the State L ib ra ry  from  the n e w  p u b lic  p laza  
and  there  w ill be a purpose-designed  Ind igenous m eeting  
p lace . The carpark  w ill  be ex tended  and  ex tensive  renova ­
tions undertaken  on the ex isting  b u ild ing .

State lib rarian  Lea G iles-Peters pa id  tribu te to the hard 
w o rk  o f State L ib rary  staff in the  lead up to the re lo cation .

'Th is is a m am m oth  task —  m ore than a m illio n  items 
w ill  b e  transpo rted  as part o f the  tem p o ra ry  re lo ca tio n . 
M o re  than  200  staff w i l l  be in v o lve d  in p ack ing , sorting 
and m o v in g  the item s,' she said.

M s G iles-Peters said  the  tem p o ra ry  re lo ca tio n  w o u ld  
p ro v id e  a range of n e w  opportun ities .

'S ta te  L ib rary  staff w ill  be ab le  to share expertise w ith  
staff from  'host' lib raries and  fac ilit ie s ,' she said.

'W e  w ill  a lso  have  the  u n p re ced en ted  o p po rtu n ity  to 
prepare p rev iously  unseen co llec tio ns  for im m ed ia te  pub lic  
access w h en  w e  m ove  b ack  into the b u ild ing .'

The re d e ve lo p m e n t o f the  State  L ib ra ry  >s part o f the 
$260 m illio n  M ille n n iu m  Arts Pro ject, an in itia tive  of the 
Q u ee n s la n d  G o ve rn m en t through Arts Q u ee n s la n d .

A  d ed ica ted  p hone  line  has been estab lished  to answ er 
inqu iries —  phone 07 384 0  7666 or freeca ll (outside B ris ­
bane) 1 800 01 7 113 o r v is it  h ttp ://w w w .slq .q ld .gov.au . ■
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