
W h a t  is  i n f o r m a t io n  l i t e r a c y ?
Online Forum on Information Literacy for the Great Literacy Debate, 1-7 September

W hat is inform ation  literacy? A re the inform ation  
literacy skills taught in one context portab le to 
another?

Log on, debate and find out!

As a partnership  activ ity  w ith  A d u lt Learning  Australia  
(ALA ), under the interim  N ational Coa lition  on Inform ation 
Literacy, the A L IA  Information Literacy Forum is organising an 
on line  debate to take p lace  between 1 and 7 September. This 
w ill run throughout the w eek  on IN FO LIT , our e-mail d iscus­
sion list, and is open to everyone to participate.

A nnem aree  Lloyd  of C harles Sturt U n ive rs ity  w ill lead 
the debate around 'Into the broader context: exploring infor­
mation literacy m eaning ' —  looking at w hat it means to be 
an inform ation literate person, d raw ing  on her research on 
information literacy in the w orkp lace . The Forum has run an 
annual online debate each year since 2000 as a virtual profes­
sional activity. These are archived on the group's website http: 
//a I ia.org.au/members-only/groups/infolit/debate.topics/.

The G reat Literacy D ebate  is a m ajor p ro ject of A du lt 
Learning Australia's (A LA ) special focus on literacy this year, 
to co in c id e  w ith  the com m encem ent of the U n ited  Nations 
Literacy D ecade. As part of this focus the A L IA  Inform ation

Literacy Forum, in con junction  w ith  Adult Learning Australia, 
launched  A  lib rary advocate's gu ide to bu ild ing  inform a- 
tion literate com m unities during  L ib rary and In form ation 
W e ek . This is kit a va ilab le  at http://alia.org.au/advocacy/ 
literacy.kit.pdf.

A LA  has a website w ith  inform ation about the debate and 
the w eek  —  go to http://www.adultlearnersweek.org/. There 
w ill be a series of debates on literacy held by organisations, 
large and sm all, around the coun try  during A du lt Learners 
W e e k  (A LW ). A LA  is a ctive ly  encourag ing a w h o le  range of 
organisations to stage their ow n  literacy debates during A L W  
and is offering research support to help these debates get un­
derway. Please get involved in a debate or in Adult Learners 
W eek !

O u r debate promises to stim ulate and provoke discussion 
around definitions and m eaning. To subscribe to a lia IN FO L IT
go to http://alia.org.au/alianet/e-lists/.

To send a message to the list the address is a lia in fo lit@  
lists.alia.org.au.

The discussion w ill be facilitated  by Fle lena Zobec —  all 
inquiries to he lena .zobec@ cit.act.edu .au .

Prue M ercer, ALIA  Inform ation  Literacy Forum

Knowledge management 
interim standardStudy

r e c o r d k e e p i n g

at your own pace
E n r o l  a t  a n y  t i m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  F l e x i b l e
a n d  D i s t a n c e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t r e

« Study modules in records and archives at times to 
suit you

• Choose from Certificate 3, Certificate 4 and the 
Diploma in Business (Recordkeeping)

• Gain nationally accredited qualifications
• Work with teachers by phone, fax, email or attend 

the Flexible and Distance Learning Centre in person.

Contact us now about your options:
Esther Aarons, Coordinator Special Programs 
Flexible and Distance Learning Centre 
phone: 9217 5257 fax: 9217 5452
For relevant training in a convenient location, call

1 3 0 0  3 6 0  601
www.sit.nsw.edu.au

LOVE YOUR WORK E H !
S Y D N E Y  IN S T IT U T E

Design Centre Enmore I East Sydney I Eora I Petersham I Randwick I Ultimo 
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E arlier this year Standards A us ­
tra lia  In ternational (SA I) re­
leased the Interim  Standard AS 

5037 (Int) Know ledge M anagem ent.

A S  5037 (Int) p rovides a m odel 
for the im p lem entation  of k n o w l­
edge m anagem ent and w ill have 
w id e  app lica tio n  across a range of 
organisations from com m ercia l firms 
to governm ent to com m un ity  groups. 
The target au d ien ce  of the interim  
Standard  are ind iv idua ls , o rgan isa ­
tions and com m unities em barking on 
KM . The interim standard supersedes 
the handbook  H B  275 Know ledge 
M anagem ent —  A  fram ework for 
succeeding in the know ledge era 
w h ich  w as SA I's  landm ark p u b lic a ­
tion in this field.

Feedback on the Interim Standard 
w ill gu 'de the developm ent of the fi­
nal Standard due out in 2004. Until 
this is released the Interim  Standard 
rem ains current. W o rksho p s w e re  
held from M arch  to M a y  2003 to 
exp lain  the Interim  Standard . SA I

/ / /  C  / /  «r'

and the K n ow ledg e  M anagem ent 
Com m ittee M B-007 continue to seek 
feedback on the interim standard.

A  num ber of members of the Aus­
tralian Library and Inform ation Asso­
ciation participated in developing the 
standard, as representatives of A L IA , 
as ind ividuals, and as representatives 
of other organisations. D a le  C hatw in  
represents A L IA  on the MB-007 co m ­
mittee responsible for develop ing the 
interim standard.

A L IA  members are encouraged to 
p rovide  feedback  on A S  5037 (Int), 
either by e-mail to D a le  as ALIA's rep­
resentative (dale.chatw in@abs.gov.au) 
or through the on line  feedback form 
at h ttp ://w w w .know ledge.standards. 
c o m . a u / K M / F R A M E W O R K /  
ISR ELEA SE/ ISR ELEA SE .H T M .

The Interim  Standard  can be 
purchased  at from SA I (http ://www. 
standards.com .au/ or by ca llin g  
1300 65 4646).

Susan M agnay

August 2003
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