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T he ch ild ren 's  book  / d on 't w ant to go 

to schoo l by C h ris tin e  H arris  w ill be 
read to thousands o f ch ild ren  for this 

year 's  N a tio n a l S im u lta n e o u s  S to ry tim e . 
N o w  in its third  year, N a tio n a l S im u lta n e ­
ous S to ry tim e  2003 w ill  be h e ld  du rin g  
L ite ra cy  and  N u m e ra c y  W e e k ,  a c o m ­
m o n w e a lth  g o ve rn m en t in it ia tive , w h ic h  
a im s to c e le b ra te  and  a c k n o w le d g e  the 
vita l w o rk  being  d o ne  in schoo ls  and  c o m ­
m unities around Australia  to d eve lop  young 
p eop le 's  literacy and  n u m eracy  skills.

For N a tio n a l S im u lta n e o u s  S to ry tim e , 
p u b lic  lib ra ry  se rv ices , p r im a ry  and  p re ­
sch oo l lib ra ries , e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  cen tres 
and  pre-schools pa rtic ip a te  in read ing  the 
p ic tu re  book , / d o n 't w an t to go  scho o l, 
s im u lta n e o u s ly  th ro u g h o u t the  coun try . 
I d o n 't w an t to go sch o o l is w ritten  by 
p o pu la r A ustra lian  author, C h ris tine  Harris, 
illustrated by C ra ig  Sm ith and  pub lished  by 
R an d o m  H ouse .

sored  by R a n d o m  H o u se  and  D y m o ck s  
B o o k s e lle rs  and  is an in it ia tive  o f the 
A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm atio n  A sso ­
c ia tio n .

V is it  the  A L IA  N S S  w e b s ite  [http: 
//alia.org .au/advocacy/storytim e/] to regis­
ter. H e re  you  w ill a lso  find  ideas that ALIA 's 
C h ild ren 's  and  Youth Se rv ice s  g roup  have  
put together to help  you  o rgan ise  N a tio n a l 
S im u ltan eo u s  S to ry tim e  events.

These inc lude :

• Suggested  them es: sch oo l, fr ien dsh ip , 
im ag ina tion , fear, and  courage .

• S to ry tim e  a c t iv it ie s : B ring  a lo n g  a 
schoo l bag p acked  for schoo l and  p lay  
a so rting  gam e: ask the  ch ild re n  'd o  I 
n eed  to take th is to s c h o o l? ' Pu ll ou t 
each  item  in d iv id u a lly  —  for ex am p le , 
w a te ring  can , lunch  box, goggles, d rink 
b o ttle ...
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D y m o ck s  B o o k s e lle rs  re ta il ou tlets 
th ro u g h o u t the c o u n try  w i l l  a lso  be 
p a r tic ip a tin g  in N a tio n a l S im u lta n e o u s  
Storytim e. Present your specia l prom otional 

b o o km ark  to re ce iv e  a ten per 
cen t d isco u n t on  the  pu rchase  
of / do n 't w ant to go to school 
d u rin g  the  m on ths o f A ugust 
and  S ep tem b e r at D y m o ck s  
Bo o k se lle rs . T h e  p ro m o tio n a l 
b o o km arks  w i l l  be d is tribu ted  
in the registration kit.

R an d o m  H o u se  is offer­
ing a g en e rous d isco u n ted  
purchase p rice  o f $6.75 per 
co p y  (55 per cen t d iscou n t 
on the  re co m m e n d e d  re ­
tail p r ic e  o f $ 1 4 .9 5 ) for 
p a rtic ip a tin g  o rg an isa tio n s  
that p la c e  o rders for / 
do n 't w ant to go to schoo l 
d irec tly  w ith  the publisher. 
O rd e rs  can  be sent to: 
G re g  B rooks, R a n d o m  
H o u se  A ustra lia , 20 A lfred  
Street, M ilso n s  Po in t 2061, 
fax 02 9954 456 2 , e-m ail: 
g b ro o k s @  ra n d o m  h o u s e . 
c o m .a u . (This o ffer is o n ly  
va lid  to one-d rop  orders 
—  o rg an isa t io n s  w i l l  not 
be a b le  to top  up the ir 
o rders o n ce  they  have  
been  re ce ive d  by R an d o m  
H ouse ).

www.resource-optlons.com.au

• U se  She l S ilve rste in 's  poem  'S ic k ' from  
W h ere  the s id ew a lk  ends (1 9 7 4 ) in 
w h ic h  a ch ild  d e v e lo p s  an im p ress ive  
array  o f unusual illnesses before  rea lis ­
ing it is Saturday.

• A  list o f o th e r sto ries w ith  s im ila r  
them es can  be found  on the N a tio n a l 
S im u ltaneous S to ry tim e w ebs ite  at http: 
//alia, org .au/advocacy/storyti me/.

D o n 't  fo rget to let in C ite  k n o w  ab o u t 
yo u r S to ry tim e  even t. ■

N a tio n a l S im u lta n e o u s  
S to ry tim e  is k in d ly  spon-
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