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S eren d ip ity  is a w o n d erfu l thing! I w as 
w o n d e r in g  ab ou t m y th em e  for this 
m onth 's  F ro n tlin e  and  had a b right 

flash o f insp ira tio n  at 3 :0 0 am , as o n e  is 
w o n t to do. C e leb ra tin g  success I thought 
—  that's w h a t I can  w rite  about. A n d  then 
this m o rn in g  read ing  m y e-m ails, the re  
w as  a m essage from  Jo a n n e  F u lle r  (N S W  
loca l p resen ce  o fficer) w h o  is sh ifting the 
d ire c tio n  o f her life and  she ta lked  ab ou t 
us sharing  and  ce leb ra tin g  o u r successes. 
Jo jo  has had a long assoc ia tion  w ith  A L IA  
and  ou r good  w ish es  go w ith  her in her 
n ew  life.

Feedback to your 
Board of Directors
Do you have an idea, compliment or 
concern about your Association? Con­
tact any director below on personal is­
sues and ideas will be reviewed at each 
meeting of the Board.

E-mail to teedback@alia.org.au will 
be automatically forwarded to all Board 
members.
Christine Mackenzie [president] 

ph 07 3403 4255, 
fx 07 3403 9969,
christine.mackenzie@alia.org.au

Imogen Garner [vice-president] ph 
08 9380 2341, fx 089380 7832, 
imogen.garner@alia.org.au 

Deanne Barrett, ph 08 9268 7138, 
fx 08 9221 3261, 
deanne.barrett@alia.org.au

Angela Bridgland, ph 03 8344 5368, 
fx 03 9347 7243, 
angela.bridgland@alia.org.au 

Kevin Dudeney, ph 02 9804 5448, 
fx 02 9804 5460, 
kevin.dudeney@alia.org.au

Vicki McDonald, ph 07 3842 9405, 
fx 07 3840 7860,
vicki.mcdonald@alia.org.au

Ann Ritchie, ph 08 8946 7056, 
fx 08 8946 7077, 
ann.ritchie@alia.org.au

Further p ro o f that I w a s  on  to 
a good  th ing  w as  th is n o tif ica tio n  
on the sam e day  on the  R E A P  list. 
'T w o  U n iv e rs ity  o f N e w  Sou th  
W a le s  research  students, Jo  O rsatti 
and  W e ip in g  Yue, h ave  b een  s u c ­
cessful in the 12th A n n u a l S tudent 
S ch o la rsh ip  Essay C o m p e tit io n  
sponso red  by o n e  o f the C h ap te rs  
o f A S IS T  (A m e rica n  S o c ie ty  for 
In fo rm atio n  S c ie n c e  and  T e c h n o l­
ogy). Jo  O rsa tti, in the fina l stages 
of w rit in g  her thesis for a M aste r o f 
In fo rm atio n  S tud ies  (b y  research ), 
and  W e ip in g  a do cto ra l c an d id a te  
in progress, a re  both  M e m b e rs  o f 
the B ib liom etric  and  In form etric R e ­
search G ro u p  (B IR G )  at the S cho o l 
o f In form ation  System s, T echno logy  
and  M a n ag em en t at the U n ive rs ity  
o f N e w  Sou th  W a le s . ' C o n g ra tu la ­
tions to you  both.

I th ink  that w e  lib rarians on  the 
w h o le  are  a fa ir ly  m odest lot, and  
w h ile  it m ay be an ad m irab le  trait, 
it is not a p a rticu la r ly  useful one  in 
the cut and  thrust o f o rgan isa tiona l 
politics. B y  ce leb rating  and p rom ot­
ing o u rse lves  and  the  good  th ings 
w e  do, w e  bring  positive  atten tion  
to ou r endeavou rs, and  it's a truism  
b ecause  irs true —  success b reeds 
success.

A t the Brisbane C ity  C o u n c il w e  
have quarterly  Lord M ayor's  A w ards 
w h ich  are aw ard ed  to staff across a 
n um b er o f categories. The staff re ­
a lly  apprec ia te  that the organ isation  
re cog n ises  the ir co n tr ib u tio n  and  
the re  is the  a d d ed  a ttrac tio n  that 
real do lla rs  are aw ard ed  at the end

of the yea r for the best of the best.

W h e n  w e  w e re  d o in g  ou r 2 0 1 0  p la n ­
ning at the M a y  Board  m eeting, ce leb rating  
success w as  o n e  o f the  key  op po rtu n itie s  
that w e  saw  for A L IA . In the draft docum ent 
there is a key action  that w e  iden tify  A L IA  
stars and  prom ote them  and  tell their stories 
to a w id e r  au d ien ce . O n e  of the best w ays 
to start do ing  this is by n o m inating  yourself 
or a c o lle a g u e  for the  aw a rd s  and  prizes 
that a re  a v a ila b le . FHaving sat on aw a rd  
com m ittees, I am  o n ly  too  aw are , sadly, of 
h ow  few  peop le  put them se lves fo rw ard  for 
aw ard s , or n o m in a te  others. A L IA  know s 
that these aw ards are im portant and  invests 
co n s id e rab le  tim e and  effort into d e v e lo p ­
ing and  m a in ta in in g  sp o n so rsh ip  and  
ad m in is te ring  them . It is rea lly  up to us to 
en co u rag e  the A L IA  stars am ongst us to be 
su itab ly  a ck n o w led g ed .

O n e  such  a ck n o w le d g m e n t  that the 
AL IA  B o a rd  m ad e  at its last m eeting  w as 
the con fe rrin g  o f an A L IA  fe llo w sh ip  on D r 
D av id  Jo n es  from  the State L ib rary  o f N e w  
Sou th  W a le s  [see p33 fo r d e ta ils ]. C o n ­
g ratu lations D a v id  —  you  jo in  an em inen t 
group  o f peers w h o  have  m ade sign ifican t 
con tribu tions  to the profession  and  our A s ­
so c ia tion .

A no ther w a y  of ce leb rating  success is to 
tell yo u r co lleag u es abou t it through inC ite 
—  w e  w o u ld  be d e lig h ted  to feature your 
stories ab ou t h o w  yo u  a re  fu rth e rin g  the 
va lues and  aim s of our profession. W e  have 
m any th ings to be p roud  o f —  in n o va tive  
p ro jects , s e rv ic e  d ev e lo p m en ts , natio na l 
in itia tive s , p a rtn e rsh ip s  —  that lib ra rians  
and  lib ra ry  te ch n ic ia n s  are  d riv in g  or im ­
p lem en ting  e v e ry  day. O n e  o f the a im s of 
the R E A P  in itia tive  is to further research  in 
p ractice  and  this is ano ther w a y  o f keep ing  
in touch  w ith  the latest trends and  k n o w l­
edge in ou r sector.

A t the N a tio n a l P o lic y  Congress in Se p ­
tem ber d e leg a tes  w ill  be c e le b ra tin g  the 
successes of the past yea r w ith  co lleag u es. 
It w ill  be a g reat fo rum  to share  stories 
and  e x p e r ie n ce s  w ith  ea ch  other, and  to 
hear ab o u t w h a t g roups and  sectio n s  are  
a ch iev in g .

So  p iease , te ll us y o u r successes, tell 
yo u r fund ers  and  y o u r o rg an isa tio n s , so 
that p eo p le  k n o w  and  hear ab ou t the great 
things that lib raries a re  do ing . ■
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