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K M  w i t h i n  G o v e r n m e n t  —  do
you work with, against or around 
existing structures? C a n b e rra . To 
rece ive th e  fre e  course d e ta ils  o f  th is  
u n iq u e  e v e n t —  an d  to  be e lig ib le  
fo r  th e  specia l A L IA  d isc o u n t c o n ta c t: 
H e len  H assan, ph  1 3 0 0  5 5 0  6 6 2 , 
h h a s s a n @ a rk g ro u p a s ia .c o m  q u o t in g  
H H -A L IA  as yo u r re fe rence.

• 2/7 U R L s .  Academic publishing 
from the publishers perspective (the  
m ic ro e c o n o m ic s  o f  a c a d e m ic  p u b ­
lis h in g ) 1 2 ,3 0 p m  in th e  M c D o n a ld  
Room , M enz ies Library, A N U . A n d re w  
Schu lle r, c o m m is s io n in g  e d ito r  w ith  
O xfo rd  U n ive rs ity  Press. A ll w e lco m e . 
B rin g  yo u r lu n c h . In q u ir ie s : N an cy  
C larke, URLs secretary, ph 6 2 0 9  1 1 17, 
N .C la rke @ s ig n a d o u .a c u .e d u .a u

• 11/8  P E A R L S  2 .3 0 p m  B O O K ­
PLATE at N a tio n a l L ibrary o f  A u s tra lia . 
A n y o n e  w ith  lib ra ry  c o n n e c tio n s  w h o  
has re tire d  (o r is a b o u t to  re tire )  is 
w e lc o m e  to  jo in  o u r in fo rm a l g ro u p  
to  e n jo y  d e lic io u s  re fre s h m e n ts  a n d  
co n ve rsa tio n . C o n ta c t Eileen ph. 6 2 6 2  
4 1 0 5 , w a rn d o n @ o p tu s n e t.c o m .a u
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L i b r a r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  ( C P L A ) .

Annual conference & AGM. K eyno te  
sp eake rs  in c lu d e : C h ris  B a tt OBE, 
A la n  Bundy, Lea G iles-Peters, D oreen 
M e llo r  an d  P eter W a tt.  V enue: T w in  
T ow n s C lub, Tw eed Heads. The c o n ­
fe re n ce  is g e n e ro u s ly  s u p p o r te d  by 
S ou th e rn  Scene. C on ta c t: M a rtin  Field, 
m fie ld @ rtr l.n s w .g o v .a u

• 2 5 /7  A u s t r a l i a n  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  C a t a lo g u in g  Aiming for access 
seminar. W esley Centre, Sydney. R eg­
is tra t io n  fees : $ 1 3 0  A L IA  m em bers , 
$ 1 6 5  n o n -m em b ers . For re g is tra t io n / 
s p o n s o rs h ip  c o n ta c t: D a n ie lla  K iley, 
c o n fe re n c e s @ a lia .o rg .a u . For se m ina r 
p ro g ra m  c o n ta c t: Rob W alls , rw a lls@  
n la .g o v .a u . D e ta ils  a t: h t t p : / /w w w . 
n la . g o v .a u / l is / s t n d r d s /g r p s /a c o c /  
a c o c s e m in a r2 0 0 3 .h tm l

• 3 0 /7  H u n t e r  R e g io n a l  G r o u p  

( N S W ) .  Committee meeting. C on ta c t: 
D ianne  S cho fie ld , d ia n e .s ch o fie ld @ h u  
n te r lin k .n e t.a u

• 12/8  H u n t e r  R e g io n a l  G r o u p

( N S W ) .  Hunter library managers' 
forum. Three H un te r lib ra ry  m ana ge rs  
F u rther d e ta ils  to  be adv ised. C o n ta c t: 
D ianne  S cho fie ld , d ia n e .s ch o fie ld @ h u  
n te r lin k .n e t.a u

2 0 /8  r a t io .  Innovation training. 
W e n tw o r th  H o te l, Sydney. C os t 
$ 4 9 5 , A L IA  m em bers  w i l l  re ce ive  
a 1 0 %  d is c o u n t. C o n ta c t C a th ­
e r in e  M e n a g e , ph 02  9 3 6 0  7 8 9 9 , 
ca th e rin e @ ra tio .n e t.a u

continued next page...

A l e x  B y r n e  w in s  I F L A  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e le c t io n !
U niversity librarian at the University of 

Technology, Sydney, A lex  Byrne, has 
been voted president-elect of the In­

ternational Federation of Library Associations 
and Institutions (IFLA), the peak global body 
for the library and information profession.

M r B y rn e  w ill be on ly  the second IFLA  
president from outside Europe or the US. FHe 
w ill begin his two-year term as president­
e lect during the IFLA  con ference  in Berlin  
in August and w ill succeed Kay Raseroka of 
Botsw ana as president in August 2005 for a 
two-year term.

M r Byrne said his election indicated how 
h igh ly Austra lian  inform ation professionals 
are regarded around the w orld . 'W e  are 
good at sharing our know ledge and experi­
ence w ith  others,' he said.

'The IFLA  has close links w ith  the United 
Nations, particu la rly  the U n ited  Nations 
Educational, Scientific  and Cultural O rgan i­

sation (U N E S C O ). Through this relationship 
the federation can influence international is­
sues of access to information for the benefit 
of sm aller countries, inc lud ing  Australia and 
our neighbours in Asia and the Pacific.'

A lex  is the current cha ir of the IFLA  Free 
Access to Inform ation and Freedom  of Ex­
pression (FA IFE) Com m ittee.

O n  hearing the news, A lex  said: 'I am 
honoured and hum bled to be elected  presi­
dent-elect of IFLA, the peak international or­
ganisation for my profession. I look forward 
to w ork ing  c lose ly  w ith  incom ing  president 
Kay Raseroka and then succeed ing  her to 
continue the process of m aking IFLA  a truly 
g lobal organ isation  w h ich  has the right to 
know  at its heart. Through the com bined  ef­
forts of our profession, IFLA  can support our 
aspirations, and those of the w id er com m u­
nities w e  serve, to create a just inform ation 
society for the benefit of all.' ■

V a le  V a le r i e  C r e a s e y
27 December 1933-24 March 2003

V al Creasey, former chief cataloguer and 
later director, Collection Management 
of the Library and Information Service 

of Western Australia (L ISW A) died on 24 March 
after a long battle with cancer. Val retired as di­
rector on 30 September 1994, after completing 
forty years of service with the Library Board of 
Western Australia on 7 July 1994.

After working for four years at Lincoln City 
Libraries in the United Kingdom, Val emigrated 
to Western Australia in 1954. She worked as a 
junior assistant in acquisitions and cataloguing 
in those early exciting days when Ali Sharr was 
creating the services of the Library Board. Val 
qualified as a librarian in 1962, passing the 
Library Association of Australia examinations 
at the Perth Technical College. Promotion to 
assistant librarian in acquisitions and later 
cataloguing followed, including a phase as 
editor of catalogues, and promoting the use of 
the intriguing Kalamazoo system. In 1970, Val 
completed a Batchelor of Arts from the Univer­
sity of Western Australia and also spent a period 
attached to the British National Bibliography in 
the United Kingdom, to gain experience in 
library automation. In 1971 Val became chief 
cataloguer (later manager: cataloguing branch), 
and played a leading role in L ISW A  in the auto­
mation of cataloguing and catalogues.

In 1989, Val accepted the challenge of the 
new position of director, collection manage­
ment (covering the acquisitions, cataloguing, 
automation and preservation portfolios). Val 
served six years as director before her retire­

ment in 1994, at which time her loyal and dedi­
cated service to L ISW A  and the Library Board 
was publicly recognised.

Val was w ide ly  respected in professional 
circles for her knowledge and expertise in 
cataloguing. She served as president of the 
W A  Branch of ALIA's Cataloguers' Section 
from 1986 to 1989. She was also active on 
the national scene, serving as a member of the 
Australian B ib liographic Network Standards 
Comm ittee from 1983 to 1985. Former co l­
leagues w ill remember her quiet professional­
ism, and her attention to detail —  the hallmark 
of a great cataloguer. Val was highly respected 
by her colleagues and staff as an expert and 
dedicated cataloguer, and a fair supervisor who 
lead by example.

After retirement, Val continued to be an 
avid reader, travelled when she could, and was 
able to indulge her interest in life-long learning 
through attending summer schools and other 
short courses. Val maintained contact with the 
library world through her membership of the 
Friends of the Battye Library, and her work as 
a volunteer for the Royal W estern Australian 
FHistorical Society.

Friends and former colleagues at the State 
Library of W estern Australia and in the w ider 
Australian library com m unity w ill always re­
member Val's courage and friendliness.

Beth Frayne, Battye Bibliographic Services, State 
Library o f  Western Australia
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