
T h e  a r t  o f  t r a v e l  c e le b r a t e d  

in  T r a v e l le r s '  A r t
T w o  hundred of the most com p e l

ling early Australian travel images 
ever m ade are brought together in 

Travellers' Art, an exhib ition at the N a 
tional L ib rary of Australia  w h ich  runs 
until 21 Septem ber 2003.

The im portance of the images and 
journals relates to their creation by the 
artists w hilst on the journey. The images 
illustrate first encounters through travel, 
v iv id ly  capturing  the in tricac ies of the 
mom ent, as w e ll as the accom panying  
danger, excitem ent and sightings of ex
otic people and places.

At the core  of T rave llers ' Art are 
groups of images, w h ich  ch ro n o lo g i
ca lly  describe four m ajor journeys:

• John  W e b b e r  and W ill ia m  Ellis on 
Capta in  Jam es Cook 's third voyage 
of d iscovery  around  the Pacific  
(1 776-1 780): from Adventure Bay in 
Tasm ania to H aw a ii, the N orthw est 
coast of A m erica  and the Russian 
Peninsular of Kam chatka.

• W a te rco lo u rs  and pencil draw ings 
by W ill ia m  W esta ll com pleted  dur
ing M a tth ew  Flinders' first c ircu m 
navigation of Australia (1801-1802) 
onboard  the Investigator, show ing  
the progress of the jou rney and an 
intriguing glim pse into 19th century 
perceptions of Terra Australis.

• Augustus Earle 's h igh ly personal 
w aterco lou rs com p le ted  in the 
1820s during his extraord inary 
jou rn ey  around  the w orld : from 
the M ed ite rranean  through to the 
U n ited  States, South Am erica , Tris
tan d 'A cu nh a , Van D iem en 's Land, 
N e w  South W a le s , N e w  Zea land , 
India and M auritius.

• S.T. G ill's paintings of the vast inland 
of South Australia and the Flinders 
Ranges w h ich  a im ed  to give an 
accu ra te  p ic tu re  of his adventures 
w h ile  on the ill-fated Horrocks ex
pedition in 1 846.

Travellers' Art also contains superb
works by pre-eminent travel artists, dia-

A u gu stu s Earle (17 93-1 83 8 ) 
A  native on the island o f  Tucopea c .1 8 2 7  

w aterco lour on paper; 2 4 .8  x  2.2.2cm  
Pictures Collection, Rex Nan Kivell Collection  

National Library o f  Australia

rists and explorers.

The exh ib ition  conc ludes w ith  ex 
am ples of 19th and 20th century land 
scape and exploration photography by 
N icho las Caire, Paul Foelsche, Charles 
Bayliss and Frank Hurley.

Trave llers ' Art, 12 June - 21 S e p 
tem ber Exh ib ition  G a llery, N a tiona l 
L ib rary of Australia  O p en  D a ily  from 
9:00am -5:00pm , free. ■

W e  w r o t e  t h e  b o o k
At C h e ss  w e  have the industry expertise and 

the specialist equipm ent to m ake your next library 
m ove fast, sim ple, secure, and 100%  reliable.

• Fully enc lo sed  tro lleys safeguard  ag ain st lo ss
• Fixed height shelving prevents damage to books
• Rapid a c c e s s  co ntents during transport 

if required
• Efficient relocation and reinstallation
• Sequentia lly num bered tro lleys preserve your 

library num bering system .

P h o n e  A u s t r a l ia  w id e  

B ra n ch e s  A u stra lia  w id e

A  w o r ld  o f  in fo rm a tio n  
at y o u r  f in g e rt ip s  w ith
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