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P o w e r  y o u r  m in d :  
i n f o r m a t i o n  l i t e r a c y  in  p r a c t i c e
Information literacy: power your mind was the theme for Library and Information Week 2003. We asked for examples 
of innovative information literacy projects being conducted around the country. Here are just two. If your library is 
conducting innovative information literacy programs let incite know.

Professional learning 
for teachers in 
information literacy
This yea r the C en tre  for Teach ing  and  
L e a rn in g  T ech n o lo g ie s  ap p o in ted  a 
te a ch e r  lib ra rian  to p ro v id e  p ro fes­
s io na l lea rn in g  for teach e rs  in in fo r­
m ation  literacy. The ro le w as to assist 
teach e rs  to d ev e lo p  program s w h ic h  
incorporate inform ation literacy across 
the schoo l cu rr icu lum .

The a im  of the curren t p ro ject is to 
get teach e rs  w o rk in g  tog ether to d e ­
v e lo p  a unit o f w o rk  w h ic h  in co rp o ­
rates in fo rm ation  literacy. Tw o  te a ch ­
ers —  o n e  a c lassroom  teach e r and  
the o th e r a teach e r lib ra rian  —  from  
tw e lv e  A C T  sch oo ls  a re  tak ing  part. 
The b ro ad e r a im  is to dem onstra te  
to teach e rs  that in fo rm ation  lite racy  
is part o f w h a t happens in the c la ss ­
room  w h e n  students p ro b lem  so lve , 
research  or do project-based w ork . It 
is not som eth ing  that students o n ly  do 
in the library.

The p ro ject takes p la ce  o ve r three 
days th roughout a term , w h ic h  g ives 
the  teach e rs  tim e to re flect on w h a t 
has been  d iscussed  and  m o d e lled  in 
the w orkshops and then to d eve lop  the 
unit o f w ork .

A  focus o f the first w o rksh o p  w as 
to d ev e lo p  a com m o n  understand ing  
of in fo rm ation  iiteracy and  to d iscuss 
h o w  it can  be in tegrated  into the 
c la ssro om . The o u tco m es of the unit 
then  d ro ve  the  rest o f the  w o rk sh o p  
as teach e rs  began to th ink  ab ou t the 
activ ities that cou ld  be used to scaffold 
the learn ing. A  vital part in d eve lop ing  
an understanding w as the readings g iv­
en to the group before the w orkshops 
and  d u ring  the first w orkshop .

A  h ig h lig h t o f w o rk sh o p  1 w as  a 
session w h e re  three teacher lib rarians 
dem onstra ted  w h a t they are do ing  in 
the ir lib raries to inco rporate  in fo rm a­
tion literacy at schoo l. These d em o n ­
strations w e re  insp iring  and  sh o w ed  
the w e a lth  o f ex p e r ie n ce  am ongst

tea ch e r lib ra rians. A t the  en d  o f the 
first w o rk sh o p  the p a rtic ip an ts  w e n t 
a w a y  full o f en thu s iasm  for the  task 
ahead .

Throughout the term  teachers are 
return ing to the C en tre  to further d e ­
ve lop  their w ork. They do this on a day 
of their choosing  w h e re  the pa ir w o rk  
w ith  the teacher lib rarian  at the C e n ­
tre. The final session is a sharing and 
ce leb ra tion  of the units o f w o rk . This 
w o rk  w ill  then be a v a ila b le  to o ther 
teachers  in the A C T  system  though  
A C T ivatED , w h ich  is the A C T  Teachers 
w ebsite .

Susan K earns, teacher-lib rarian , 
C en tre  (or Teaching and L earn ing  
Technologies (AC T )

InfoSkills 
at Shore School
W o rk in g  at a boys' school I am  a lw ays  
lo o k in g  for n e w  ideas for te a ch in g  
in fo rm ation  sk ills. M a n y  o f o u r boys 
are keen com p u te r users and  can  be 
m otivated  to learn  o n lin e . W ith  this 
in m ind, w e  are keen to ex p lo it their 
enthusiasm  for the e le c tro n ic  en v iro n ­
m ent as a m eans o f d e v e lo p in g  the ir 
in fo rm ation  skills.

The e- learn ing  W e b - e z y  so ftw are  
d ev e lo p e d  by U N IL IN C  L im ited  
p ro v id es  a fra m e w o rk  for the  d e v e l­
o p m en t o f a w eb-page  o f in te rac tive  
but structured, custom ised  lib rary  and 
inform ation  skills program s. The Un il-  
inc staff p ro v id e  the skills in w e b p ag e  
d ev e lo p m en t so w e  can  co n cen tra te  
on the con ten t. W e b - ez y  w as  used to 
d eve lo p  som e e- learn ing  packages as 
part o f o u r in fo rm a tio n  lite ra c y  p ro ­
gram . The p ackag es can  be used by 
teach e rs  in the c la ssro o m  o r by the 
students v ia  the schoo l's  intranet.

W e  h ave  c a lle d  o u r p rogram  
In fo Sk ills  to re flec t o u r fo cu s  on  in ­
fo rm ation  skills. In foSk ills  com p rises  
a num ber of d iscre te  m o d u les  w h ich  
co ve r p a rticu la r skills such as h o w  to 
use the ca ta lo g u e  and  h o w  to search  
databases . B o ys  are  g u id ed  th rough

t a s k s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  i n s t a n t  f e e d b a c k  
f o r  b u l l e t e d  q u e s t i o n s  o r  m o u s e - o v e r  
a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  m o d u l e s  i n c l u d e  c a p ­
t u r e d  s c r e e n s  s o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e n  
l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a n  i t e m  
in t h e  l i b r a r y  c a t a l o g u e ,  t h e  b o y s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  t y p e  in t h e  c a l l  n u m b e r  
o f  t h e  t i t l e  s e a r c h e d  in p r e p a r a t i o n  fo r  
f i n d i n g  it o n  t h e  l i b r a r y  s h e l v e s .  A t  t h e  
e n d  o f  e a c h  m o d u l e  t h e r e  is a n  o n l i n e  
m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  te s t .

The m odu les d ea lin g  w ith  search ­
ing the  ca ta lo g u e  and  databases have 
been  custom ised  to focus on sp ec ific  
cu rr icu lu m  areas to fit w ith  ou r tea ch ­
ing program . S im ila rly , w e  have been 
ab le  to design tw o  of the o ther m o d ­
ules for ve ry  sp ec ific  purposes. 'H o w  
to w rite  a b ib lio g rap h y ' is part o f ou r 
Year 7 o r ien ta t io n  w ith  H is to ry  and  
gu ides the boys through  the e lem ents 
o f c ita tio n . 'A n a ly s in g  y o u r essay ' is 
a b e ing  setup for ou r boys w h o  need 
extra p ra c t ice  in d e fin in g  w h a t is re­
q u ired  in an essay question .

I am  w o rk in g  w ith  o u r sp ec ia lis t  
lite racy  teach e r to d eve lo p  a p ackage  
o f q u estio n s  from  p re v io u s  H ig h e r  
Scho o l C ertifica te  (H S C ) exam inations 
for Year 12 students. W e  ap p roach ed  
the N e w  South  W a le s  Bo ard  of S tu d ­
ies w ith  a request to use actua l ques­
tions from  past H S C  papers and  w e re  
th rilled  w h en  they gave the ir consent. 
W e  n o w  h ave  in co rp o ra te d  som e 
fo rty  q u estion s  from  fo u rteen  d iffe r­
en t su b je c t a reas into  the  In fo Sk ills  
program . This m o d u le  inc ludes a sca f­
fo ld  w h ic h  can  be used to p repare  an 
essay p lan .

W ith  o n g o in g  d e v e lo p m e n t this 
p rog ram  w ill  p ro v id e  us w ith  a u se ­
ful e- learn ing  p latform , and  raise the 
le ve l o f in fo rm a tio n  lite ra cy  w ith in  
the schoo l.

M a ry  Codings, head librarian,
SH O R E  —  Sydney Church o f  England 
G ram m ar School
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