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N ational Sim ultaneous Storytime 
(N SS ) was first held during 
Library and Inform ation W eek  

2001. In 2002 N SS took p lace  during 
Literacy and N um eracy W eek , and as 
a result ach ieved  a higher profile and 
increased publicity. In 2003, N SS  w ill 
again be held during Literacy and N u 
m eracy W eek . The cross prom otion of 
N SS  and Literacy and N um eracy W eek  
by A L IA  and the Departm ent of Educa
tion, Sc ience and Training through web 
links, prom otional material and pub
lished articles has resulted in a greater 
interest in N SS and w ill ensure that N SS 
2003 w ill attract a w ider aud ience and 
be held in an even greater num ber of 
locations.

The aim of N SS is to promote:

• the value of reading and literacy;

• the value of books;

• an Australian w riter and publisher; 
and

• storytim e activities in public  librar
ies around the country. Storytim e is

a highly valued and utilised
service to the community.

N SS  2003 w ill take p lace  
on Friday, 5 Septem ber 2003 
at 11:00am AEST. A L IA  is invit
ing all public library services, 
prim ary and pre-school librar
ies, early  ch ildhood  centres 
and pre-schools to participate 
in reading the p icture book, / 
don't want to go school, sim ul
taneously throughout the coun 
try. I don 't want to go school 
is written by popular Australian author, 
Christine Harris and illustrated by Craig 
Sm ith. N SS  is a great opportun ity to 
invite parents, grandparents, local V IP 's, 
the press and com m unity groups to par
ticipate in and enjoy the occasion, and at 
the same time highlight the im portance 
of reading and literacy in ch ildren  and 
how  this can be a fun experience.

A L IA  N ational O ffice  co-ordinates 
the event includ ing taking registrations 
and producing and d istributing all the 
prom otional materials. A ll registered

organisations w ill receive:

• a N ational S im u ltaneous Storytim e 
poster featuring the chosen book;

• bookm arks for all the children par
ticipating; and

• a certificate of participation.

N SS sponsors, Dym ocks Booksellers 
and Random  H ouse publishers w ill be 
actively involved in N SS 2003. Dym ocks 
Booksellers w ill hold readings in eighty 
retail outlets around Australia, and w ill 
also g ive a ten per cent d iscount on 
the recom m ended retail price of / don't
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want to go to school during the months 
of August and Septem ber upon the 
presentation of the special promotional 
bookmark.

Random  H ouse w ill p rovide a 
generous 55 per cent d iscount on the 
recom m ended retail price of $14.95 for 
participating libraries and organisations 
that p lace  orders for / don't want to go 
to school d irectly  w ith  the publisher. 
The special price is $6.75 per book and 
orders can be sent to: Greg Brooks, Ran
dom H ouse Australia, 20 A lfred  Street, 
M ilsons Point 2061, fax 02 9954 4562, 
e-mail: gbrooks@ random house.com .au. 
(This offer is on ly  va lid  to one-drop or
ders —  organisations w ill not be able to 
top up their orders once they have been 
received by Random  House).

V isit the N SS  w ebsite  at http://alia. 
org.au/advocacy/storytime/ to:

• register your organisation's participa
tion.

• obtain a list of the regional co-ordi
nators w ho  are the point of contact 
for regional prom otion and p u b lic 
ity.

• get ideas for setting the stage for NSS, 
associated activities and additional 
stories with sim ilar themes to read in

con junction  w ith  the chosen book. 
These are put together by ALIA's Ch il
drens and Youth Services groups.

• v ie w  an a lphabetica l list of all or
ganisations participating.

Further details can be obtained by 
contacting  D an ie lla  K iley at National 
O ffice on 02 6215 8235, daniella .k iley® 
alia.org.au.

N ational L ite racy  and N um eracy  
W eek 1 - 7  Septem b er 2003
National Literacy and N um eracy W eek  
(N L N W ) celebrates and acknow ledges 
the progress Australian schools, teachers, 
parents, individuals and the com m unity 
have m ade tow ards raising the literacy 
and num eracy levels of all Australians. 
Through the N L N W  Excellence Awards 
for schools and the Minister's Awards for 
Outstanding Contribution by Individuals 
to Im prove L iteracy and/or Num eracy, 
the com m onw ea lth  governm ent rec
ognises and promotes the excellent 
programs and com m itm ent of many 
Australians to develop these skills.

N L N W  is a com m onw ealth  govern
ment initiative, w h ich  aims to:

• showcase the hard work school com 
munities are undertaking in im prov
ing literacy and num eracy skills;

• recognise the outstanding results that 
have been achieved;

• raise com m un ity  awareness of the 
importance of all Australian students 
developing effective literacy and nu
meracy skills; and

• build  on national initiatives to im 
prove literacy and num eracy stand
ards among young Australians.

The Federal M in ister for Education, 
Sc ience and Training, Dr Brendan N e l
son launched National Literacy and N u 
meracy W eek  on Friday 30 May. Literacy 
and num eracy cham pions p lay an im 
portant role in N L N W . These cham pions 
highlight the im portance of literacy and 
num eracy in young people. The 2003 
cham pions inc lude Lisa Forest, Rever
end B ill C rews, M atthew  Reilly, Tracy 
Sp icer and John Burgess. Sponsoring 
N L N W  are: Com m onw ealth  Bank Foun
dation, Dym ocks Literacy Foundation, 
Australia Post, Lovatts Crosswords and 
Puzzles, Franklin Electronic Publishers, 
and Auskick.

See http://www.literacyandnumeracy. 
gov.au/ for more information on the 
N L N W  and how  to apply for the 
awards. ■

M y  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  u  

s h a r i n g  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  

d o e s  n o t  d e l i v e r  w h a t  m y

p a t r o n s  r e q u i r e .
M a k e  t h e  c h a n g e  t o d a y . . . .
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