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P r o m o t io n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g
Let's keep up the good work

W arm congratulations to A lex  Byrne 
on his e lection  as president elect 
of IF LA  —  a great honour for 

him  and for us. A nd  also  congratu lations 
to Jennefer N icho lson , w h o  has been voted 
on to the first IF LA  Stand ing  C om m ittee  of 
the M anag em ent of L ib rary  A ssociations 
Section . Such international recognition  is a 
fine thing.

There are a lot of stories in this month's 
inC ite  about the ce leb ra tion  of Australian  
L ib rary and In form ation  W e e k . It got me 
thinking back to efforts to prom ote libraries 
over the years, and our instinctive sense that 
if on ly  people knew  w hat w e  had and what 
w e  offered w e  w o u ld  get m ore usage and 
more support. M y  m em ories on ly  go back to 
the early 80s and I am sure there are a few  of 
you out there w h o  can go back further than 
that. W h a t  I rem em ber most from those days 
w as C o lin  W atson 's  passionate support for 
library prom otion and the Australian Library 
Prom otion  C o un c il. C o lin  w as the regional 
lib rarian  at D an d en ong  V a lle y  Reg ional 
L ibrary Se rv ice  for m ore than tw en ty  years, 
and he w orked really hard marketing public 
libraries. A nother fond m em ory I have is of 
the V icto rian  Library Expos of the late 1980s 
and early 1990s, w h ich  w ere  held in the C ity 
Square  and invo lved  a lot of ve ry  com m it­
ted and enthusiastic pub lic  librarians, led in 
style by Sue N ob le . A nd  w h o  can forget the 
po in ty  breasted lib rarian  of the m id-1990s 
w h o  created  such controversy, e ither loved 
or hated by her co lleagues! M o re  recently  
South Australian  p ub lic  libraries have been 
at the fore, prom oting the va lue  of libraries 
to their com m unities. A L IA  assumed respon­
sib ility for Australian Library and Information 
W e e k  in 1990 and has done a great job of 
ensuring the con tinuation  of this im portant 
event in our calendar. It's great to read about 
all the activities that libraries have engaged in 
to spread the word.

A ligned to Library and Inform ation W eek  
is the prom otion of reading. There is a very 
n ice  revo lu tion  taking p la ce  out there and 
its about a resurgent interest in reading and 
books and an acknow ledgm ent that encour­
ag ing a love of read ing  is a p rim e role of 
pub lic  and school libraries. The national s i­
multaneous storytime [see p6 of this issue for 
details] is a great event that can p rovide easy 
m edia attention and terrific po litical support. 
Sm art libraries ask their local m em ber or lo ­
cal cou n cillo r to read the story at their local 
or school library. H ap p y  p o litic ians, happy 
loca l paper, happy ch ild ren  and  happy li­
braries!

The U K  now  has the Read ing  A gency
(h ttp ://w w w .read ingagency.org .uk), a new
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strategic partnership funded by Cl LI P (Char­
tered Institute of Library and In form ation 
Professionals, the o ld  Lib rary Association ), 
the Arts Council and SE Arts. It works c lose ly 
w ith  libraries and in particu lar the Soc ie ty  
of C h ie f Librarians. The Read ing Agency co ­
ordinates the national sum m er reading pro ­
gram in the U n ited  Kingdom  and is building 
on that to take on much m ore national work. 
It is m aking a huge im pact and its c lear that 
the Secretary of State for Culture, M ed ia  and 
Sport and the Secre tary  of State for Ed u ca ­
tion and Sk ills see it m aking an im portant 
contribu tion  to the governm ent agenda on 
reading. Ano ther in itia tive in the U n ited  
Kingdom  is The W o rld  Book D ay  O n lin e  Fes­
tival (http ://ww w.worldbookdayfestival.com ). 
This brought together key partners —  W o rld  
Book D ay; Resource: the C ounc il for M u se ­
ums, A rch ives and Libraries; Cl LI P; and the 
above m entioned Reading Agency, to create 
and de liver the first o n line  national reading 
festival through the pub lic  libraries network 
in the U n ited  Kingdom . The first ever W o rld  
Book D ay was held in M arch this year, and in­
vo lved  a host of leading writers including Ni- 
gella Lawson, Terry Pratchett, M eera Syal and 
M ichae l Rosen. The festival showcased world  
class authors giving interviews, talks, readings 
and chat sessions throughout the day.

It w o u ld  seem  like a good idea for A us­
tralian libraries to get m ore invo lved  in the 
Books A live  cam paign. Like the Un ited  King­
dom  program, this has been developed  by a 
reference group com pris ing  representatives 
of booksellers, publishers, libraries, govern ­
ment, authors, schools and literacy advocates 
and is co-ordinated by the Australia Council, 
the Federal G overnm en t's  arts fund ing and 
adv iso ry  body. The ove rrid ing  o b jective  of 
the Books A live  cam paign is to prom ote the 
intrinsic va lue  of books, reading and literacy 
(p a rticu la rly  for ch ild ren ) and the books of 
Australian writers, (http://www.ozco.gov.au/ 
issues/booksalive/about.html) In the April ed i­
tion of inC ite  there w as a report of Senator 
Rod Kem p launch ing Books A live  2003. It is 
the biggest co-operative prom otion of books 
and  read ing  ever undertaken in Australia . 
The prom otion  w ill run from 2-15 August 
and w ill enab le readers to buy a book by six 
high profile Australian writers for just $5 each 
(w ith  the purchase of any other book.) At the 
very least pub lic  and school libraries should 
be aw are  of the titles and perhaps engage 
in som e kind of cross prom otion  w ith  local 
bookshops.

P rom otion  and m arketing are key 
strategies to ensure ongoing  support for 
libraries —  let's keep up the good work. ■

July 2003

mailto:mackenzie@alia.org.au
http://www.readingagency.org.uk
http://www.worldbookdayfestival.com
http://www.ozco.gov.au/

