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A L I A n e t  s
5 t h - g e n e r a t io n  w e b s i t e

We ' v e  l i s t e n e d  c a r e f u l l y  t o  y o u  all.
W e  h a v e  t a k e n  n o t i c e  o f  w h a t  
y o u  w a n t ,  a n d  w e ' v e  s e a r c h e d  

h ig h  a n d  l o w  to  f in d  t h e  t o o l s  to  d e l i v e r  t h e  
f e a t u r e s  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  o n  ALIAnet .  H e r e  is a 
b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  w h a t  w e  h a v e  b u i l t  —  o r  
a r e  a b o u t  to  b u i l d  —  in to  t h e  5 t h - g e r i e r a t i o n  
w e b s i t e . . .
F aster loading
N o t  o n l y  m u c h ,  m u c h  fa s te r  to  l o a d ,  b u t  a l s o  
a  m u c h  s i m p l e r  in t e r f a c e .  W e  h a v e  s t r i p p e d  
t h e  i m a g e s  t o  a n  a b s o l u t e  m i n i m u m  —  b u t  
n o t  s o  b a r e  t h a t  it b e c o m e s  u n a t t r a c t i v e  
—  a n d  m a d e  all s i t e - w i d e  n a v i g a t i o n  t e x t -  
b a s e d .  W e  h a v e  r e m o v e d  all j a v a s c r i p t  f r o m  
t h e  s i te ,  w i t h  o n l y  a  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s  w h e r e  
w e  c a n  n o t  a v o i d  it. H o w  m u c h  fa s te r?  You 
b e  t h e  ju d g e !
B ette r prin ting
M a n y  u s e r s  o f  t h e  s i te  p r i n t  w h a t  t h e y  s e e .  
B e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  f ix ed  t h e  p a g e  
w i d t h ,  s o m e  c o n t e n t  h a s  n o t  t r a n s l a t e d  to  
p r i n t  v e r y  w e l l .  A n d  t h o s e  u s e r s  w i t h  b ig  
s c r e e n s  h a v e  l o a t h e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o n ­
t e n t  w a s  a l w a y s  j a m m e d  in to  a  c o l u m n  o f  
6 0 0  p ix e l s .  P r in t in g  w i t h  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  b a r  
o n  o n e  s i d e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  w a s t e f u l .  W e  
h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s  by  p l a c i n g  th e  
n a v i g a t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p a g e .  
D o w n  t h e  t rack ,  w e  m a y  offer  ' p r i n t - v e r s i o n s '  
o f  e a c h  p a g e  ( a l t h o u g h  m y  v i e w  is t h a t  a  s i te  
t h a t  h a s  t o  o f fe r  b o t h  s c r e e n  a n d  p r i n t - b a s e d  
v e r s i o n s  is full  o f  w a s te f u l  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  
n e e d s  to  b e  a b l e  to  r e m o v e  it).
Standards-based
A L IA n e t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  l a rg e ly  s t a n d a r d s -  
b a s e d  (it n o w  w e a r s  t h e  W 3 C  v a l i d a t i o n  tag),  
b u t  s o m e  s n i p p e t s  o f  c o d e  h a v e  s o m e t i m e s  
t a n g l e d  b r o w s e r s  a n d  m a d e  it h a r d e r  fo r  t h e  
i n t e n d e d  a u d i e n c e .  N o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e  p a g e s  
c o d e d  fa r  m o r e  s im p ly ,  b u t  t h e y  n o w  re ly  
o n  a s i n g le ,  s t a n d a r d i s e d  s t y l e s h e e t ,  m e a n ­
in g  t h a t  all l inks  a n d  l ink  c o l o u r s  a r e  n o w  
u n i f o r m  a n d  e a s i ly  id e n t i fa b le .  If y o u  f ind  t h e  
p r in t  t o o  s m a l l ,  u s e  y o u r  b r o w s e r  to  e n l a r g e  
t h e  t ex t  —  all o f  t h e  p a g e  wil l  e n l a r g e  to  sui t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s .  
M em bers-on ly
You a s k e d  —  w e  p r o v i d e d !  W e  h a d  to  w a i t  
u n t i l  w e  h a d  a  u s e fu l  w a y  o f  c h e c k i n g  y o u r  
p e r s o n a l  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a n d  w h i l s t  w e  h a v e  h a d  
m e m b e r s - o n l y  a c c e s s  to  A L IA net  e v e r  s i n c e  
w e  firs t  b e g a n ,  it h a s  b e e n  t o o  d i f f i c u l t  to  
a d m i n i s t r a t e  a n  i n d i v id u a l  u s e r - b a s e d  lo g in  
fo r  7 0 0 0  m e m b e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  n o w  t h a t  o u r  
n e w  m e m b e r s h i p  d a t a b a s e  c a n  t a lk  t o  o u r  
w e b  se rver ,  w e  c a n  e a s i l y  d e t e r m i n e  a c c e s s  
b a s e d  o n  ALIA m e m b e r s h i p .  Th is  o p e n s  t h e  
d o o r  to  a raft o f  n e w  fe a tu re s .
E-com m erce
T h e  a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d l e  e - c o m m e r c e  ( o n l i n e  
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s h o p p i n g )  g o e s  h a n d - i n - h a n d  w i t h  k n o w i n g  
w h o  y o u  a r e  —  h e n c e  t h e  d e l iv e r y  o f  th is  fea ­
t u r e  h a s  b e e n  r e l i a n t  u p o n  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  
d a t a b a s e  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i th  t h e  w e b  in ter­
f a c e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w e  c a n  n o w  o ffe r  o n l i n e  
p a y m e n t  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  f e e s ,  r e g is t r a t io n  
a t  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  ALIA m e r c h a n d i s e  a n d  
p r o d u c t s .  This  f e a t u r e  s h o u l d  b e  re a d y  in t im e  
fo r  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  r e n e w a l  p e r io d .
B ette r search
Large  w e b s i t e s  re ly  o n  g o o d  n a v ig a t io n ,  g o o d  
s ig n p o s ts ,  g o o d  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  if all e l s e  fails, 
a  g o o d  s e a r c h  e n g i n e .  W h i l s t  m e m b e r s  h a v e  
b e e n  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e a r c h  e n ­
g in e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  u se fu l  s e a r c h  re su l t s  on  
a n y  g i v e n  s e a r c h  a r e  g r a d u a l l y  d i m in i s h i n g .  
This is p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  n o t  p r o p e r l y  
i m p l e m e n t e d  u s e f u l  k e y w o r d  a t t r i b u t e s  o n  
e v e r y  p a g e ,  a n d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  s e a r c h  
e n g i n e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f l e x ib le  e n o u g h .  W e  a r e  
n o w  a d d r e s s i n g  b o t h  c o n c e r n s ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  
e m p l o y i n g  e x t r a  s ta f f  t o  p r o p e r l y  a n n o t a t e  
k e y w o r d  m e t a  t a g s  o n  e v e r y  p a g e .  Each  
k e y  a r e a  o f  t h e  s i te  h a s  its o w n  p e r s o n a l i s e d  
s e a r c h  b o x .
B etter chat
T h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a t  s e r v e r  w a s  g o o d ,  b u t  r e c ­
o g n i s e d  a s  a l i g h t w e i g h t  s o l u t i o n .  T h e  n e w  
c h a t  s e r v e r  o f fe rs  a  g o o d  d e a l  m o r e :  s u c h  as  
c u s t o m i s e d  p r iv a te  ro o m s ,  a  w i d e  s e l e c t io n  of 
g r o u p - b a s e d  r o o m s ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  to  log  cha t te r ,  
a n d  a  re g is t r a t io n  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  e n s u r e s  th a t  
it r e m a i n s  a  m e m b e r s - o n l y  s e r v ic e .
Q uicker updates
U n t i l  t h i s  i t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w e b s i t e ,  all p a g e s  
h a d  t o  b e  l a b o r i o u s l y  h a n d - c r a f t e d ,  w h i c h  
e n t a i l e d  g r e a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
A l t h o u g h  y o u  w o n ' t  s e e  it, t h e  p a g e s  a r e  n o w  
b u i l t  m u c h  m o r e  s imply ,  a n d  m u c h  o f  th e  r o u ­
t in e  w o r k  is a u t o m a t e d .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  m u c h  o f  
t h e  s i te  is d a t a b a s e - d r i v e n ,  w h i c h  a l l o w s  us 
t o  u p d a t e  m a t e r i a l  in to  a d a t a b a s e  a n d  h a v e  
it p o s t e d  in m u l t i p l e  l o c a t i o n s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in 
h i g h e r  a c c u r a c y  a n d  g r e a t e r  s p e e d .

G re a te r  flex ib ility
It's c o m i n g !  O n e  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  in h a v i n g  a 
s im p l e r ,  d a t a b a s e - d r i v e n  s i te  is t h a t  w e  c a n  
b u i l d  p a g e s  in m o r e - c r e a t i v e  w a y s .  H o w e v e r ,  
t h i s  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to  t r a n s l a t e  in to  a m i s h ­
m a s h  o f  d i s p a r a t e  p a g e s  t h a t  l e a d  n o w h e r e .  
W e ' l l  k e e p  th e  lid o n  t h e  in t e r f a c e  (o th e r  t h a n  
c o n f e r e n c e  w e b s i t e s )  b u t  o f fe r  m o r e  o p t i o n s  
in g e t t i n g  t h e  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  c o n t e n t  to  us .  
H a v i n g  a d a t a b a s e  e n g i n e  d e l i v e r  m u c h  o f  
t h e  c o n t e n t  m e a n s  t h a t  w e  c a n  d i s p la y  it o n  
m u l t i p l e  lo c a t i o n s  a n d  in m u l t i p l e  w a y s  w i t h ­
o u t  l o s in g  t h e  o v e r a l l  in te g r i ty  o f  t h e  si te .  
M em ber lorum s
This  w il l  b e  ro l l e d  o u t  v e r y  s o o n .  U nti l  n o w ,  
f o r u m s  —  b e i n g  o p e n  to  all —  o f t e n  d e g e n ­
e r a t e d  in to  r a b b l e  o r  m i s u s e  b e c a u s e  w e b -

June 2003

mailto:ivan.trundle@alia.org.au


b a s e d  s p a m m e r s  t raw l  t h e  w e b  for s i te s  th a t  a l l o w  in p u t  in th is  
f o r m .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  o u r  g u e s t b o o k  a n d  o t h e r  f o r u m s  w e r e  
m o s t l y  s h u t  d o w n  b e c a u s e  w e  s p e n t  t o o  m u c h  t i m e  e d i t i n g  
a n d  r e m o v i n g  t h e  s p a m .  In fu tu re ,  a l m o s t  all f o r u m s  w i l l  b e  
b e h i n d  t h e  m e m b e r s - o n l y  w a l l .
E -list in tegration
O u r  n e w  e - l i s t  s e r v e r  is c a p a b l e  o f  h a n d l i n g  u s e r  d e ta i l s  in a 
w e b - b a s e d  fo rm a t ,  a n d  w e  wil l  c o m p l e t e l y  m ig ra t e  all a d m i n ­
is tra t ive  t a s k s  to  t h e  w e b  in t e r f a c e .  It is still p e r f e c t l y  p o s s i b l e  
to  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  e - l i s t  s e r v e r  v ia  e - m a i l  (a fter all,  th is  
is t h e  m e d i u m  it o p e r a t e s  in), b u t  w e  n o w  h a v e  g r e a t e r  f l e x ­

ib i l i ty  in o f f e r in g  a n  i n t e r f a c e  v ia  o t h e r  p r o t o c o l s .

W eb-based e-m ail accounts
T h e  trial b e g a n  e a r ly  th is  year,  a n d  h a s  h a d  a m o s t  e n th u s i a s t i c  
r e s p o n s e  —  so  m u c h  so  t h a t  w e  wil l  b e  o f f e r in g  w e b - b a s e d  e-  
m a i l  t o  all m e m b e r s .  So  lo n g  a s  y o u  r e m a i n  a n  ALIA m e m b e r ,  
y o u  c a n  h a v e  a n  A L I A n e t -b a s e d  e - m a i l  a c c o u n t ,  a n d  a c c e s s  it 
f r o m  a n y w h e r e  t h a t  w e b - b r o w s e r s  a r e  in o p e r a t i o n .  G iv e  y o u r  
p r e s e n c e  a u th o r i t y !  A v o id  t h e  ' h o t m a i l '  s t i g m a . . .  ( a n d  if y o u  
n e e d  t o  a s k  w h a t  t h a t  is, y o u  p r o b a b l y  d o n ' t  n e e d  a n  A L IA net  
a c c o u n t ! ) .  ■

C a l l i n g  a l l  e d i t o r s
Calling for expressions of interest for two positions:
editor of the Australian Library Journal, and editor of Australian Academic and Research Libraries

Th e  ALIA B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  is 
c a l l i n g  fo r  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  i n t e r ­
e s t  fo r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  e d i t o r  o f  
t h e  Australian Library Journal (ALJ) a n d  

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Australian Academ ic and 
Research Libraries (AARL).

A L J
The Australian Library Journal h a s  b e e n  
r e a c h i n g  d i s c e r n i n g  a n d  in f lu e n t ia l  A u s ­
t r a l i a n  l i b r a r i e s  s i n c e  1 9 5 1 .  P u b l i s h e d  
q u a r t e r l y ,  it c o n t a i n s  a  w i d e  c o v e r a g e  
o f  A u s t r a l i a n  l i b r a r y  i s s u e s  r a n g i n g  
f r o m  o n g o i n g  r e s e a r c h  t o  d a y - t o - d a y  
n e w s  f r o m  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .  It is t h e  a c ­

k n o w l e d g e d  f l a g s h i p  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
A s s o c ia t io n ,  a n d  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  v e h i c l e  
f o r  p u b l i s h e r s ,  s u p p l i e r s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  
w i s h i n g  to  r e a c h  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s .  
A n  h o n o r a r i u m  wil l  b e  n e g o t i a t e d  w i th  
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a n t .
AARL
Australian Academic & Research Librar­
ies is a  q u a r t e r l y  j o u r n a l  d e v o t e d  to  all 
a s p e c t s  o f  l i b r a r ia n s h ip  in u n iv e rs i ty  a n d  
c o l l e g e  l ib r a r ie s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t e c h n i ­
c a l  a n d  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s e c to r ,  a n d  
in r e s e a r c h  l ib r a r ie s  o f  all t y p e s .  It p u b ­
l i s h e s  o r i g i n a l ,  r e f e r e e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s

o n  all a s p e c t s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s h ip  p a s t  a n d  
p r e s e n t ,  p u r e  a n d  a p p l i e d  b ib l io g r a p h y ,  
p u b l i s h i n g ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  s c i e n c e  a n d  
r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s .  A n  h o n o r a r i u m  w il l  
b e  n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  a p ­
p l i c a n t .

Full d e t a i l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d u t i e s  
s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  E m m a  D a v i s  a t  ALIA 
N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e ,  p h o n e  0 2  6 21  5 
8 2 2 2 ,  fa x  0 2  6 2 8 2  2 2 4 9 ,  o r  e - m a i l  
e m m a . d a v i s @ a l i a . o r g . a u . ■
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Many of our clients specially request 
travelling Australians for a variety of 
temporary posts!

UK wide
.

All levels 

All sectors

Get in touch when you arrive or email us for 
more details

INFOmatch Recruitment Agency 
tel: +44(0) 20 7255 0570 
fax: +44(0) 20 7255 0571 
infomatch@cilip.org.uk
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