
S t u n n i n g  n e w  l o o k  f o r  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  g a l l e r i e s

Aw a r d - w i n n i n g  d e s i g n e r  a n d  s c u l p t o r  Jon  H a w l e y  h a s  
s u c c e s s fu l ly  c o m p l e t e d  his first m a j o r  a r c h i t e c tu ra l  i n te ­
r ior  d e s ig n  p r o j e c t  w i th  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  S ta te  Library 
o f  N S W 's  n e w  m  i 11 i o n -d o l  lar  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  its g r e a t  t r e a s u r e s .

W i t h  t h e  Heritage Collection  e x h i b i t i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  by  t h e  
N e l s o n  M e e r s  F o u n d a t i o n ,  j o n  w a s  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  
o f  h o w  b e s t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  l ib ra ry 's  r a re  a n d  s t u n n i n g  ' i c o n s '  
—  r a n g in g  f r o m  b o o k s  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s  to  m a p s ,  p i c t u r e s  a n d  
o b j e c t s .

U n i q u e  c u r v e d  g la s s  t u n n e l s  a r e  a  key  f e a t u r e  o f  Jon 's  d e ­
s ign  a n d  s e r v e  to  e n h a n c e  t h e  o v e r a l l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  v i e w i n g  
t h e  t r e a s u r e s  o n  s h o w ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b ig  
n a m e s  l ike S h a k e s p e a r e ,  C o o k ,  B ligh, T a s m a n  a n d  W h i t e .

T h e  f ive c a re fu l ly  e n g i n e e r e d  tu n n e l s  a n d  th e  c u s t o m - m a d e  
s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  g l a s s  c a s e s  w i th  i n n o v a t i v e  l ig h t in g  c r e a t e  a n  
o r ig in a l ,  t r a n s l u c e n t  lo o k  fo r  t h e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  ga l le ry .

'I w a n t e d  to  c r e a t e  t h e  e f fec t  o f  " t i m e  t u n n e l s " ,  s o  w e  u s e d  
c u r v e d  g la s s  to  g iv e  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  i n t i m a t e  w a l k w a y s  t h a t  
s e e m e d  to  t a k e  y o u  t h r o u g h  t im e , '  say s  Jon.

it t o o k  Jo n  s e v e n  m o n t h s  to  c o m p l e t e  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  ga l le ry ,  c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  S ta te  
Library 's  e x h ib i t i o n s  staff, l igh t ing  e x p e r t  G r a h a m  A s h w e l l ,  a n d  
m u s e u m  s p ec ia l i s t s  M a c h in e a b i l i ty .  T h e  c l i m a t e  a n d  s e c u r i ty  o f  
t h e  g a l l e r y  w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in t h e  d e s i g n  d u e  
to  t h e  v a l u e  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  n e e d s  o f  t h e  i t em s ,  t h e  o l d e s t  
d a t i n g  b a c k  to  c . 1 4 8 0 .

T h e  H e r i t a g e  C o l l e c t i o n ' s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  d e s i g n  c o m p l e ­
m e n t s  t h e  Library 's  c l a s s i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  in t h e  h i s to r i c  M i t c h ­
ell W i n g ,  r e f l e c t in g  th e  a r c h w a y s  a n d  r o u n d e d  c e i l in g s .

T h e  N e l s o n  M e e r s  F o u n d a t i o n  H e r i t a g e  C o l l e c t i o n  is a 
f r e e  e x h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  S ta te  L ibra ry  o f  N S W , w i th  i n t e r c h a n g ­
ing  i t e m s  o n  d i s p la y  unti l  2 0 1 3 .  ■
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Trave llin g  to  Eu ro p e  and  lo o k in g  fo r  w o rk ?

W e  are the  leading UK Recru itm ent 
A g en cy  specialising in the  Library, 

Inform ation, Records and K now ledge  

M a n a g e m e n t Sector. W e  have 

tem porary and contract vacancies in 

both the  public and private sector.

Call the  contract recruitm ent team  on 

+44 (0)20 7251 5522
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