
Y o u r  v o ic e
Libraries can be fun ... 
seriously!
As an o u tc o m e  o f an appeal 
th rough  in C ite , over the  past 
tw o  years I have c o n tin u ed  to  
rec e iv e  cartoons and h u m o r­
ous q uotations  a b o u t lib raries  
and the  profession for a fourth  
v o lu m e  o f L IB L A F : c a rto o n s  fo r  
lib ra r ie s .

P reparation of that fourth v o l­
um e w ill c om m ence  soon, and  
any ad d itio n a l items for in c lu ­
sion in it w o u ld  be greatly  
apprec ia ted . Send your co n tri­
butions to: LIBLAF, U n ivers ity  
of SA Library, H o lb rooks Road, 
U n d e rd a le  SA 5 0 3 2  or 
a la n .b u n d y @ u n is a .e d u .a u .

A la n  B u n d y , c o m p ile r  a n d  

e d ito r ,  L IB L A F

Early reading
I w r ite  fu rther to  A lan  B undy's  
Fro n tlin e  c o lu m n  'S h o u ld n 't 
w e  start at the  beg inn ing? '
[ in C ite , M a rc h  2 0 0 2 ] ,

O n e  o f m y earliest m em ories  is 
of m y m o th er tak in g  m e into  
her d o u b le  bed in the  1930s, 
and read in g  a loud  from  o ne  o f 
H u g h  Lofting's D o c to r  D o l i t t le  
books.

O n c e , w h e n  she flagged w ith  
tiredness, I p o in ted  to the right 
spot, and  she said, 'Y ou  can  
rea d !' A nd  that was the  end  o f 
m y jo y  at b e ing  read to w h e n  I 
w as little .

M o re  recen tly , I w as to ld  
a b o u t a fe llo w  speaker o f 
Esperanto, the  universal la n ­
guage, and  h o w  she used to  
read esperanto  stories to  her 
unbo rn  baby . A fter such a

b eg in n in g , it was no w o n d e r  
th a t her c h ild  m ad e  rap id  
progress in the  language.

A r t h u r  M o r t im e r ,  La rg s  B a y

About those gnomes...
G o o d  m o rn in g  A L IA  staff.

I'm  in trigued  by the reference  
on the A L IA  2 0 0 2  yearly  c a le n ­
dar (that was inc luded in in C ite )  
to 'R eturn of Lost G arden  
G nom es D a y ' on 9 A pril 2 0 0 2 .
I cannot find  a reference to this 
a n y w h e re  and w o u ld  ap p re c i­
ate your source please.

M a n y  thanks

W e n d y  H a n sa rd , L ib ra ry  

M a n a g e r ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  

P r im e  M in is t e r  a n d  C a b in e t

Garden Gnome 
Liberation Front
[27  M a rc h  2 0 0 2 ]

D e a r  W e n d y

T h a n k  you  fo r y o u r e n q u iry  
a b o u t th e  A L IA 2 0 0 2  ca len d a r.
It is e n c o u ra g in g  to see th a t the  
c a le n d a r  is b e ing  used, and  
read.

As part o f  the  w o r ld w id e  sup­
port o f th e  In te rn a tio n a l Asso­
c ia tio n  fo r the  P rotection  o f 
G n o m e s, a d ay  w as set aside  
by th e  G a rd e n  G n o m e  L ib e ra ­
tion  Front (G G LF) to  recognise  
and c e le b ra te  the lib e ra tio n  of 
garden  o rnam ents .

In a s h o w  o f s o lidarity , the  
G G L F  —  w h ic h  w as assum ed  
to  be d o rm a n t after a northern  
French c o u rt handed  d o w n  a 
suspended prison sentence and  
fin e  to  a G G L F  rin g lead er in 
1 9 9 7  —  organ ised  a mass 
lib e ra tio n  o f gnom es on 
9 A p ril 2 0 0 0  d uring  a d arin g

n ig h t-tim e  raid o f a Paris e x h i­
b itio n . It was rep orted  on C N N  
T V  new s broadcasts by  
13 A pril o f the  sam e year.

O th e r  G G L F  chapters have  
c o m e  o u t in support o f the  
even t by posting h o rrif ic  p ic ­
tures o f gnom es he ld  in c a p tiv ­
ity and to  protest fo r the  
release o f all gnom es b ack  to  
th e ir  o w n  gardens.

A n  e x a m p le  o f the  a m o u n t o f 
suffering  that the  w re tc h e d  
creatu res  have had to en d u re  
can  be foun d  through  the  
E uropean G n o m e  S an ctuary 's  
w e b s ite , at h ttp :// 
w w w .b a rg a n e w s . c o m /  
g n o m e s /p a g e 9 .h tm l —  bu t be 
p re p a re d  for som e gruesom e  
im ages. T h e  mass suic ides  of 
1 9 9 8  (e leven  w e re  foun d  
h a ng ing  from  a b rid g e  outs ide  
Lyon) h ave th a n k fu lly  a bated , 
but the  good  fight goes on.

S ince this tim e , the  Front de  
L ib era tio n  des N a in s  de Jardin  
has re lo ca te d  som e 6 0 0 0  
gnom es to  the forests, and  
cells  h ave  a p p e a re d  across  
E urope, in A m e ric a , a nd  in 
A u stra lia . T he  las t-reco rded  
a c tiv ity  in A ustra lia  in v o lv e d  
1 5 0  garden  gnom es d ep o s itin g  
th em selves  on the  steps o f the  
C en tra l B ank in S ydney.

A p ril is m ost c e rta in ly  the  
busiest t im e  for g n o m e  re lo c a ­
tio n . Reports suggesting tha t 
p o lic e  in the  N o rth e rn  T e rr i­
to ry  netted  a cach e  o f stolen  
gnom es d u rin g  a drug  raid  
a ro u n d  1 A pril 1 9 9 8 , and  to  a 
gang th a t lib e ra ted  1 0 0  
gnom es from  a p riv a te  garden  
in the  N e th e rla n d s  aro u n d  
3 A p ril o f  the  sam e ye a r —  all 
p o in t to a desire  to  c e le b ra te

on or near this chosen day.

T he  next phase o f th e  G G L F 's  
action  p lan  is to  fig h t for true  
in tegration  o f th e  garden  
g nom e c o m m u n ity  in to  soc i­
ety, and representations are  
being  m ade  to  th e  U n ite d  
N ations  E co n o m ic  and S ocial 
C o u n c il and the  In te rn a tio n a! 
C ourt of Justice in th e  fo rm  o f 
petitions and a w a ren ess-ra is ­
ing events. T he  G G L F  is c o m ­
m itted  to e n h a n c in g  the  
partnersh ip  b e tw e e n  gnom es  
and hum ans, and  to  p ro m o te  
h igher standards o f liv ing , fu ll 
e m p lo y m e n t, a nd  c o n d itio n s  of 
e c o n o m ic  and  socia l progress 
and d e v e lo p m e n t.

Iv a n  T ru n d le

A noble cause
[1 A pril 2 0 0 2 ]

D e a r Ivan

M a n y  thanks fo r y o u r very  
p ro m p t and in fo rm a tiv e  re ­
sponse. I'm  p ro u d  that I can do  
m y part to support this n o b le  
cause by p u b lic is in g  these 
atroc ities  in the  D e p a rtm en t's  
w e e k ly  new sle tte r, fo r w h ic h  I 
have e d ito ria l respo ns ib ility  
(and am  a lw ays  search ing  for a 
w e e k ly  th e m e ).

W e n d y  H a n s a rd

Your letters on any issue o f relevance 
to the library and information sector 
are welcomed.

All letters should be addressed to the inCite 
editor and may be e-mailed to 
incite@alia.org.au, or faxed to 02 6282 2249, 
or posted to: Your voice, ALIA, POBoxE441, 
Kingston ACT 2604. Please include your name 
and postal address with your letter or e-mail.

Letters will be accepted for publication until the 
18th of the month.

Qua/itu ri/u/ Jert//, W h a r in g to n  In te rn a t io n a l P ty  L t d  E m a il: s a le s@ w h a rin g to n .c o m .a u  W eb : w w w .w h a rin g to n .c o m .a u  
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