
Years of dedication recognised
Robin Hempel, Litchfield Shire Citizen of the Year

R o b in  H e m p e l ,  c o m m u n i t y  li­
b ra r ia n  at T a m in m in  C o m m u ­
nity  L ib r a ry  w a s  n a m e d  

L itch fie ld  S h i re  C it iz en  o f  the  Y e a r  at 

the recen t  A u stra l ia  D a y  c e le b ra t io n s .  
R obin  w a s  n o m in a te d  for her w o r k  at 
th e  l ib ra ry .  A s  a  m e a s u r e  o f  th e  re ­
s p e c t  th e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  for R o b in ,  
sh e  r e c e iv e d  not o n e ,  but th ree  n o m i­
n a t io n s  for the  a w a r d .

A c c o r d i n g  to  L i tc h f ie ld  S h i re  
p re s id e n t  M a r y  W a l s h e :  'R o b in  w a s  

s e l e c t e d  fo r  h e r  d e d i c a t io n  to th e  
c o m m u n i t y  a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  her 
n o rm a l  d u ties ,  but  the  fa c t  that re a l ly  
s to o d  o u t  a b o u t  R o b in  w a s  th e

n u m b e r  o f  n o m in a t io n s  a n d  the  q u a l ­
ity o f  e a c h  o f  th e  n o m in a t io n  fo rm s . '

Friends o f  T a m in m in  Library pres i­
dent ,  K erry  M ott, s a id  'R o b i n  is fo r ­
e v e r  b u s y  —  s h e  h as  an  o v e r w h e l m ­
ing c a p a c i t y  to s e rv e  th e  c o m m u n it y ,  
that 's  her  d r iv in g  d e s ire .  R o b in  is a l ­
w a y s  v e r y  upfront  a b o u t  herself ,  w h a t  
y o u  s e e  is w h a t  y o u  g et . '

R o b in  c o m m e n t e d  a fte r  w in n in g  
the  a w a r d :  'I h a v e  put an  e n o r m o u s  

a m o u n t  o f  m y  life a n d  t im e  into this  
library, but still, I'm just  a g o v e rn m e n t  
e m p l o y e e  d o in g  m y  jo b  a n d  it is u n u ­
su a l  fo r  a p u b l i c  s e r v a n t  to  r e c e i v e  
su ch  an a w a r d .

'T o  m e ,  r e c e i v i n g  th e  a w a r d  
w h i l s t  still the cu r r e n t  m a n a g e r ,  in d i­

c a te s  the a m o u n t  o f  su p p o r t  the c o m ­
m u n ity  h a v e  fo r  th e ir  l ib rary  a n d  the 
s e r v i c e s  it o f fe rs .  I b e l i e v e  th e y  h a v e  
a p p r e c i a t e d  h a v i n g  a v e r y  h a n d s - o n  
l ib rar ian ,  s p e n d in g  t im e  in th e  c o m ­
m u n ity , '  s h e  sa id .  T a m in m in  C o m m u ­
nity  L ib rary  is p r o o f  that l ib rar ies  re ­
a l l y  d o  c h a n g e  l iv e s  (see  p i 4).

T h e  T a m i n m i n  C o m m u n i t y  Li­

b ra r y  is th e  o n l y  f r e e  fa c i l i ty  that the  
L i tch f ie ld  Sh ire  h as .  It is a h a v e n  for 
m a n y  res id en ts  a n d  an a v e n u e  for in­
s p ira t io n  fo r  th o s e  l iv in g  in iso la t io n .  
T h e  l ib rary  has  r e a c h e d  out  w e l l  b e ­
y o n d  th e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  L i t c h f ie ld  
Sh ire . U n d e r  R o b in 's  le a d e rsh ip  it has 

s u p p o r t e d  A b o r i g in a l  c o m m u n i t y  li­
b ra r ie s ,  s u p p o r t e d  l ibrary  s e r v ic e s  to 
re m o te  c o m m u n i t i e s  w ith  the  M o b i l e  

C o m m u n i t y  In fo r m a t io n  c e n t r e  a n d  
d e l i v e r e d  a s e r v i c e  to D a g u r a g u  a n d  
K a lk ar in g  c o m m u n it ie s  at W a v e  Hills.

R o b in  w a s  a b l e  to b u i ld  th e  li­
b r a r y ' s  s e r v ic e s ,  sta ff  a n d  fu n d in g  b y  

w in n in g  t w o  p re s t ig io u s  a w a r d s ,  o n e  
in 1 9 9 7 ,  a N e t w o r k i n g  th e  N a t io n  
g r a n t ,  e n t i t le d  ' H y p e r  h i g h w a y  to 
H u m p t y  D o o ' ,  o f  $ 1 6 0  0 0 0  fo r  th e  
first  p u b l i c  rural a r e a  internet a c c e s s .  
A n d  in 1 9 9 7  th e  l ib ra ry  w o n  an  

a w a r d  fo r  th e  'P r e s e r v i n g  o u r  p a s t '  
oral h istories  p ro je c t .  R obin  a l s o  w o n  
th e  1 9 9 9  A L IA  N T  L ibrary  a n d  In for­
m a t io n  O r g a n i s a t i o n  I n n o v a t io n  
A w a r d ,  r e c o g n i s i n g  h er  o u t s t a n d in g  
a b i l i ty  in the  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s p e c ia l  
p ro je c ts  w h ic h  h a v e  greatly  b e n e f i te d  
h e r  t w o  m a j o r  c l i e n t  g r o u p s  —  th e  
p u b l i c  o f  the  L itch f ie ld  Sh ire  a n d  the 
s ta ff  a n d  stu d en ts  o f  T a m in m in  H igh  
S c h o o l .

R obin  a nd  her staff  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  
th e  l ib ra ry  p r o g r a m  in to  R u ra l  O l d  
T im e rs  S e rv ic e ,  h o ld  library p ro g ra m s  
fo r  c h i ld re n  u n d e r  f i v e  y e a r s  o ld ,  run 
s c h o o l  h o l i d a y  p r o g r a m s ,  p r o v i d e  
s e r v ic e s  to the h o u s e b o u n d ,  s ic k  a n d  
d i s a b l e d ,  a n d  ta k e n  on  the  C o u n t r y  

B o r r o w e r s  S e r v i c e .

T h e  l ib ra ry  h a s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  
tra in in g ,  r e h a b i l i t a t io n  a n d  e m p l o y ­

m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  m a n y  rura l 
w o m e n  at va r io u s  le v e ls  in the  l ibrary  
p ro fe s s io n .

O u r  th a n k s  to  th e  Litchfield Times f o r  

t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  p r e p a r i n g  th is  a r t i c l e .

Free public 
access rewarded...
And the next winner could be you!

The Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR ) is seeking 
applicants for the third annual Bill &  Melinda Gates Foundation A c ­
cess to Learning Award, an international award given to a library, li­
brary agency or comparable organisation that has been innovative in 
providing free public access to information.

'The Bill &  Melinda Gates Foundation established this award to 
give organisations an opportunity to expand programs that provide 
access to information for all people/ said Deanna Marcum, president 
of the Council on Library and Information Resources.

The Access to Learning Award includes a grant of up to $1 m il­
lion. Applications are available at http://www.clir.org/fellowships/ 
gates/gates.html. They must be postmarked by 15 April 2002, for con­
sideration.

An international advisory committee of librarians and information 
technology experts w ill review applications based on efforts to make 
technology freely accessible to the public, train the public in using 
technology, educate staff on technology use and reach out to 
underserved communities. O n ly  organisations outside the United 
States are eligible for consideration.

The award w ill be announced and presented at the International 
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA ) meeting in 
Glasgow in August 2002. A detailed, written case study of the award 
recipient's work w ill be published in print and online by CLIR.

The Bill &  Melinda Gates Foundation is dedicated to improving 
people's lives by sharing advances in health and learning w ith the 
global community. Led by Bill Gates' father, W illiam  H Gates Sr, and 
Patty Stonesifer, the Seattle-based foundation has an asset base of 
$24.2 billion. For more information, visit hftp ://w w w . 
gatesfoundation.org. ■
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