
Australia Day honours
Dedication to library services honoured
Y ears o f commitment and ded ica

tion to library serv ices  and the 
promotion o f internet use w ere  

recognised w h en  Mr Derek W hitehead  
received an Order o f Australia (OAM) in 
the recent Australia D ay honours. Derek 
is Swinburne University of Technology 's  
Director of Information Resources.

D erek took up his position at 
Sw inburne  tw o years  ago fo l low in g  a 
twenty-five  y e a r  career  at the State Li
brary of Victoria w here he held a number 
of senior positions including deputy state 
librarian and fo unding  director of 
VICNET.

Derek received the award for 'service 
to library and information services, par
ticularly in the areas of acquisitions, co l
lection m anagem ent and the promotion 
of internet use, and to the developm ent 
of multicultural library serv ices  in A u s
tralia'.

W h ile  he doesn 't  know  w h o  n om i

nated him for the O A M , Mr W hitehead 
said he was naturally honoured that his 
professional contribution had been rec
ognised at such a high level.

His list of achievements is endless but 
he is particularly proud of his recent role 
as chair of the .au D om ain Adm inistra

tion N am e Policy Advisory panel set up 
to d eve lo p  Australian policy  on the a s 
signment of second level domain names, 
such as com .au  and net.au. In April last 
year, after fourteen months work, the 
panel produced a com plex  set of recom 
mendations with the primary purpose of 
simplifying the rules involved in getting a 
domain name in Australia.

D erek w as  the visionary behind the 
creation of VICNET in 19 9 4 .  VICNET —  

http://www.vicnet.net.au —  has since de
ve loped into Australia's  largest and busi
est community website hosting more than 
2 0 0 0  organisations.

'W hen the World W ide  W eb  w as  in
troduced in 19 9 4  w e  immediately  recog
nised the huge opportunities it presented, 
so through the State Library, w here  I was 
working at the time, VICNET w as  created 
and it is extremely  rewarding to see how  
it has flourished in the ensuing years, ' he 
said.

Derek paid tribute to the many p e o 
ple he had w orked  with over the years. 
'People  working in libraries are very c o l 
laborative. It has been great working with 
so m any p eop le  on so m any different 
things —  that is certainly  the secret of 
getting things done. '

The author o f  m ore than sixty p u b 
lished books, articles and conference pa
pers, Mr W hiteh ead  received  the RD 
Williamson Award in 2000 . This biennial 
award of the Victoria Association for Li
brary Automation recognises  outstanding 
contribution to the development of IT use 
in Australian libraries. Derek has m ade 
an outstanding contribution to the library 
and information sector. In 1 9 9 5  he w as 
awarded the Association's  Fellowship, an 
award conferred on a mem ber w h o has 
m ade a distinguished contribution to the 
theory or practice of library and informa
tion science. Since then, he has contin
ued his work on behalf  of the sector, par
ticularly in ensuring equitable  access  to 
information, through his membership on 
a number of federal and state committees 
and taskforces. D erek is currently  c o n 
venor of the A ssocia t ion 's  O nline  C o n 

tent Regulation Reference Group.

Since his appointment at Swinburne, 
on-line resources and a cce ss  to them 

both on and off site has been D e r e k ' s  
major focus. As the university copyright 
officer, Derek has also been instrumental 

in ch an g in g  Sw in b u rn e 's  status and he 
bel ieves  the new  agreem ent provides  
Swinburne with greater assurance both fi
nancia lly and legally. ■

New index aids research
A new index has recently been developed to assist Aus
tralian scholars and researchers access information con
tained in more than eighty-two titles and 215 602 
records. The Australian Key journal Index includes both 
popular and scholarly journal titles. For the first time, 
scholars will be able to browse online the contents of ti
tles as well known as the Australian Women's W eekly 
which date back to 1933. Other well-known titles include 
Business Review Weekly and Australian Book Review.

Access w ill be provided free-of-charge within Aus

tralia through the Scholarly Electronic Text and Image 
Service (SETIS) program of the University of Sydney. The 
index w ill be distributed internationally as part of the 
P e r io d ic a ls  C o n t e n t s  In d e x  produced by ProQuest Inter
national. The index was co-ordinated and developed by 
the Australian National University Library together with 
the University of Adelaide Library, the National Library of 
Australia and ProQuest International. It has been com
pleted through a grant from the Australian Research 
Council Research Infrastructure Equipment and Facilities 
(RIEF) Scheme. ■

Are you aw are  that the ALIA w ebs ite  
receives over 10 ,000 hits a w eek ?

There are 10  million reasons to

b e  in the ALIA Library Supplier 
D atabase. Every year  libraries 
spend  10  million dollars on g o o d s  
and services from a variety 
o f  suppliers.

The 56  suppliers that w ere  early 

adopters  o f  the ALIA Library 
Supplier Database are a lready 
gett ing  inquiries from our 6 ,300 
ALIA m em b ers  as  well as visitors 
to the ALIA website .

For the cost  effective price 
o f  $253 .0 0  per annum ,
can you afford to miss out?
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