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Many webolteo 
cover the minutiae 
of bally living 
and they bon’t get 
much minuter 
than thu...

Paper to web
A frican  Jou rna ls  O n L in e  [http ://ww w. 

inasp.info/ajol/] is a w orthy p ro ject 
that aim s to m ake a range of print- 

on ly  African  journals m ore accessib le  to re­
searchers in other countries. Paper journals 
w ill be digitised and m ade ava ilab le  through 
the site so that peop le can get easy access to 
them . At this stage, on ly  tables of contents 
and abstracts w ill be offered, w ith  full text a 
possibility some tim e dow n the track. Areas 
covered  inc lud e  agricu ltu ra l sc iences; arts, 
culture, language and literature; health; sc i­
ence  and technology and social sciences. 

N eeding a life?
W e  all m ake m istakes, and Terry Ba lla rd , a 
US-based automation librarian from Quinnip- 
iac University, Connecticu t, is keeping track 
—  at least of the kinds of typing mistakes w e  
make when w e  look for terms in a library cat­
alogue [http://faculty.quinnipiac.edu/libraries/ 
tballard/typoscom plete.htm l]. M an y  websites 
cover the m inutiae of d a ily  liv ing  and they 
don 't get m uch m inuter than this. Interest­
ingly, the most com m o n ly  m isspelled  w ord  
is information —  people leave out the R and 
turn it into 'information'. A ll the usual suspects 
are there —  'reserach ', 'goverm ent' and the 
nasty-sounding 'm angem ent'. Perhaps library 
systems could do a G oog le and offer 'D id  you 
m ean?' alternatives for obvious misspellings. 
A nyone contem plating that cou ld  use Terry's 
list to identify the most com m on errors.

C ut down on paper
If your institution c ircu la tes  a lot o f p a ­
per-based tab le of contents alerts, you 
m ight w an t to consider subscrib ing  to the 
free e-mail newsletter, Inform ed Librarian 
O n line  [h ttp ://w w w .in fosourcespub.com / 
ilofreesubscribe.cfm] instead. Issued monthly, 
the newsletter com piles tables of contents in­
formation from more than 180 library-related 
journals and newsletters, som e print, som e 
a ll-e lectron ic . To jo in  up, v is it the site and 
enter your e-mail address in the subscription 
box. The site offers a rtic le  d e liv e ry  as w e ll 
(though this m ay be a chargeab le service).

Too much w o rk ?
If the thought of 1 80 T O C  alerts seems too 
many, try the library sc ience c lipp ing  service 
offered by the U n ivers ity  of Illinois. U l Cur­
rent LIS C lips [http://www.lis.uiuc.edu/clips/] 
is a free service that provides sum m aries of 
key recent pub lica tions. It is w ritten  by li­
brarians for lib rarians and researchers. The 
O c to b e r 2002 issues covers con tinu ing  
professional deve lopm ent, w h ile  upcom ing

issues w ill tack le  successful w eb  searching, 
electronic resources and information services 
marketing.

Pro ject cen tra l
The Un ited  Kingdom higher education sector 
seems to keep churning out projects despite 
persistent d ire reports of funding cuts. They 
also com e up w ith  crea tive  nam es and a c ­
ronyms. ParaC ite  [http://paracite.ecs.so ton . 
ac.uk/] is an artic le  finder service, still very 
much on the draw ing board. You can use it to 
locate a copy of an article for which  you have 
a b ib liograph ic reference. O n ce  you type or 
paste in your citation, ParaCite w ill break the 
c itation  up into its com ponen t parts such 
as author, title and so on, and zoom  off to 
search for it in a range of services such as Sci- 
rus, C iteBase, OAlster, G o o g le  and PubM ed . 
W h e n  (or if) it has found it, you may or may 
not be ab le  to see the full-text depend ing  
on w here  the artic le is located. O A lster and 
C iteBase w ill most likely provide the full-text 
for free, s ince  these are tools for search ing 
open archives. M aterial found by Scirus may 
be free but som e of the articles w ill p robably 
be a va ilab le  to subscribers only. ParaC ite 
does try to p rovide links that w ill provide the 
full text artic le  at no charge, but it is all very 
experim ental at present.

C o p yrig h t questions
As anyone build ing an ePrin t archive knows, 
the question of copyright soon appears over 
the horizon. The R o M E O  Pro ject (Rights 
M Etadata  for O p en  a rch iv ing ) [http ://www. 
lb o ro .ac .u k/d ep a rtm en ts/ ls/d is resea rch /  
rom eo/index.htm l] has been recently set up 
to investigate the rights issues surrounding 
the 'self-archiving' of research in the Un ited  
K ingdom  acad em ic  com m u n ity  under 
the O p en  A rch ive  In itia tive 's P ro toco l for 
M etadata  H arvesting  (O A I- PM H ). Rights 
issues inc lude ow nership  and assignment of 
copyright, concerns about free ava ilab ility , 
restrictions and cond itions p laced  on use. 
The site has tw o  surveys currently  ava ilab le
—  one for academ ics, and one for journal 
publishers. Tw o m ore —  one for O A I data 
providers and one for O A I service providers
—  are p lanned . It w o u ld  be interesting to 
see the v iew s  of the jou rna l publishers on 
this issue.

W h ile  w e a re  on the to p ic ...
A nother ePrin ts project, ePrin ts-UK, aims 
to d eve lop  a national se rv ice  to a llo w  
cross-searching of the co lle c tive  output of 
O p en  A rch ive  repositories p rovided  by U K
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universities and colleges. This project seems 
to bear a bit o f sim ilarity  to O A lste r [http:// 
oa ister.um dl.um ich.edu/] w h ich  is no w  up 
and running w ith  110 institutional c o lle c ­
tions on board. You can use the O A lster form 
to search across all the co llections registered 
w ith  OA lster. These inc lude arXiv, A N U 's  
eprints, CogPrints and a range of other eprint 
archives, image co llections and services of­
fering digital theses. EPrints-UK [http://www. 
rdn.ac.uk/projects/eprints-uk/] is being run 
by the Resource D iscovery  N etw o rk  w h ich  
has used the O A I- P M H  to create the aggre­
gated search facility, ResourceFinder, w h ich  
cross-searches all the hubs, such as EEVL and 
Biom e, in the R D N .

W h o ’s using w h at?
The Research  Support Libraries G roup , 
w h ich  consists of representatives from U K  
higher education  funding bodies, the British 
Library and the national libraries of W a le s  
and Scotland, have published a w e igh ty  re­
port entitled Researchers' use o f libraries and 
other inform ation sources: current patterns 
and future trends [http://www.rslg.ac.uk/ 
research/libuse/]. The study exam ines that 
kinds of resources U K  researchers w ant and 
need, how  they w ork w ith and use resources, 
and tries to identify em erging trends that w ill 
need to be addressed. The full report is ava il­
ab le  in W o rd , P D F  or as a z ipped  file for 
faster d o w n lo ad , and the full append ices 
(w h ich  inc lud e  the research specification , 
the survey questionnaire  and focus group 
sum m aries) can  be got in those form ats as 
w e ll. The w h o le  gam ut of resources from 
print to digital is exam ined as are interlibrary 
lending and docum ent delivery services. A n ­
other report from the group, Collaboration 
in research lib rary provision: in ternational 
comparisons, is also ava ilab le  from the site 
http://www.rslg.ac.uk/research/incollab/.

Two from  N ew Z ealand  
A nyo n e  search ing for N e w  Z ea lan d  p ub lic  
libraries can no w  c iick  on a m ap and find 
them  [http://ww w.libraries.org .nz/]. The 
N ew  Z ea lan d  Pu b lic  Libraries site links to 
all lib raries that curren tly  have W e b  pres­
ences and announces p ub lic  lib rary and 
other events such as the L IA N Z A  2002 co n ­
ference. There is no text listing of libraries, 
just the map. A lso  new  o n line  is the N e w  
Z ea lan d  H isto ric  P laces Trust, the lead ing  
agency for the protection  of N e w  Z ea lan d  
sites and bu ild ings in N e w  of h istoric and 
cultural significance. It also includes a link to 
the searchab le N e w  Zea land  H istoric Places

Register [http://www.historic.org.nz/]. The 
Register is as yet unfinished and on ly  links to 
around 1000 of the more than 6000 places it 
hopes to include.

O nline from  G eneva
A nyone w ho  cou ldn 't make it to the recent 
second W orkshop  on the O pen  Archives In i­
tiative, called  'G a in ing  independence w ith e- 
prints archives and O A I' can catch up on line 
[h ttp ://d ocu m en ts .ce rn .ch /ag e?a0 2 3 3 3 ]. 
M any  of the sessions w ere captured on video 
and can be seen and heard using RealPlayer. 
A lso  ava ilab le  are m any of the Pow erpo int 
presentations given at the conference. Som e 
of the sessions w ill open with both video and 
Pow erpo int —  choose the synch_video  link 
if you w an t to see these. Case studies w ere 
presented from both discipline-oriented and 
institutional-oriented archives. O ther streams 
inc luded  practica l steps —  both techn ica l 
and po litical —  on promoting open archives 
initiatives. The sound and video in some ses­
sions is a little dodgy but many of the presen­
tations are interesting, especia lly  for anyone 
considering setting up an ePrint repository or 
any other kind of open archive.

O ut o f  the past (and present)
If you have ever wondered what George Ber­
nard Shaw  or Enid Blyton sounded like, w o n ­
der no more. The B B C  has put up a website, 
V o ices  from the A rch ives [h ttp ://w w w .bbc. 
co.uk/voices/], that provides aud io  c lips of 
a range of twentieth century cu ltu ra l fig­
ures. B iograph ical details are also given, for 
peop le  as diverse as Le Corbusier, M ich ae l 
O ndaatje , Margaret A tw ood, K ingsley Amis, 
D ylan  Thomas and Steven Spielberg. The site 
has c lips for artists, performers, artists and 
philosophers, as w ell as writers.

Reading on line
Could  you read a book online? Page by Page 
Books thinks you can, and has offered a range 
of public dom ain books to put the idea to the 
test [http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/]. You 
c lick  on a title and the contents are present­
ed. You can then go through the book a page 
at a tim e, using bookm arking to keep your 
p lace  for next time. The site offers titles such 
as King Solom on's M ines and lesser known 
works by Herm an M e lv ille  and H enry James. 
The range is ec lectic. M artin  Luther King is 
there, as is M ach iave lli. You can see lists of 
authors and titles. ■
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