
Seeking and fostering information literacy research...
A re you conducting information literacy research? Are you 

evaluating information literacy programs in your institution? If 
so, then the Australian and New Zealand Information Literacy 

Institute (ANZIIL) needs you!

Formal and informal research into information literacy in all edu­
cational sectors, the workplace and the community has undergone 
significant growth and development in recent years. Many institu­
tions and organisations are delivering and evaluating information 
literacy programs, implementing projects, and are participating in 
action research. Researchers in higher education are investigating 
many facets of information literacy, including ways of experiencing 
information literacy, effectiveness of teaching methods, and design 
of curriculum to develop information literacy. Information regarding 
this formal and informal research in progress is often not available 
until the completion of the project, if at all. Much of the informal, 
in-house research goes unreported. The AN ZIIL Research Working 
Party's goals are to disseminate information on current research, 
encourage researchers to publish, mentor and develop the skills of 
researchers and to facilitate the sharing of information related to 
information literacy research.

The A N Z IIL  Research Working Party has recently defined its 
goals and mission:

A N Z IIL  a im s to  fo s te r a n d  enco u ra ge  research w h ic h  u n d e rp in s  

in n o v a tio n  a n d  im p ro v e m e n t o f  p ra c tic e  fo r  th e  e m b e d d in g  o f  

in fo rm a tio n  lite ra cy  w ith in  the to ta l e d u ca tio n a l process.

'Research fo r inn o va tive  p ra c t ic e ' m ay be e ith e r fo rm a l o r  in fo rm a l 

a n d  is d e fin e d  as the  sys tem atic  c o lle c tio n  a n d  ana lysis o f  data to 

e n h a n ce  lea rn ing , d e c is io n -m a k in g  a n d  im p ro v e m e n t in  p rac tice . 

O u tp u ts  o f  research in c lu d e  g u id e lin e s ; s ta te -o f-th e -a rt re v ie w s ;

g o o d /b e s t p ra c t ic e  d o c u m e n ts ; the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  c o n c e p tu a l/  

th e o re tic a l m o d e ls ; e v a lu a tio n s  a n d  in ve s tig a tio n s ; p e rfo rm a n c e  

ind ica to rs ; m e th o d s /m o d e ls  fo r  d e a lin g  w ith  a p ro b le m  o r  issue; 

s ta tis tics  a n d  b e n c h m a rk in g  data as w e ll as m o re  c o n v e n tio n a l 

p u b lis h e d  a n d  u n p u b lis h e d  research p ro je c t reports. [A d a p te d  b y  

A N ZIIL  research w o rk in g  g ro u p  from  A LIA  Research In itia tive  P ro ject 

'P ro m o tin g  research a n d  in fo rm a tio n  sharing '. M a y  2 0 0 2 ]

A N ZIlL 's  strategies fo r  fo s te rin g  research w i l l  be  to:

1. d issem ina te  in fo rm a tio n  on  research in  progress;

2. p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  on  poss ib le  fu n d in g  sources fo r in fo rm a tio n  

lite ra cy  research;

3. m e n to r n e w  researchers, l in k in g  e s ta b lish ed  researchers w ith  

b e g in n in g  researchers;

4. p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  on  p oss ib le  p u b lic a t io n  o p p o rtu n itie s ;

5. foster research sk ills  w h ic h  w i l l  enab le  best p ra c tice  in fo rm a tio n  

lite ra cy  research; a n d

6. fa c ilita te  the  fo rm a tio n  o f  p a rtne rsh ips  w ith  o th e r o rgan isa tions  

fo r the sh a rin g  o f  kn o w le d g e  a n d  m u tu a l b e n e fit in  the c o n d u c t  

o f  research re la tin g  to  the  te ach ing  a n d  le a rn in g  o f  in fo rm a tio n  

l ite ra cy  concep ts. [A L IA , C O N Z U L , C AUL e tc .]

The group is currently compiling a list of publications and advice 
to authors in order to support those reporting their research. W e  are 
also investigating research funding opportunities and will create a 
list of those relevant to information literacy inquiry. ANZIiL has de­
veloped a pro forma to facilitate reporting of research in progress. It 
is available from Irene Doskatsch at lrene.Doskatsch@unisa.edu.au 
and on the ANZIIL website at http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/anziil/ 
research.htm. W e urge those conducting any form of research to use 
the pro forma and thereby contribute to the dissemination of informa­
tion and building of a knowledge base about information literacy.

Mandy Lupton and Helena Zobec, ANZIIL Research Working Party
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D is c o v e r  A u s t r a l ia  O nline

Visit the National Library trade stands: 4, 5 and 6 

at the Information Online Conference for a 

demonstration of some of the Library's newest 
interactive services— Ask Now!, MusicAustralia and 

PictureAustralia.

Also featured will be current online resource 
initiatives including Online Archiving and a pilot 

Resource Discovery Service.

National Library staff will be on-hand to give short 
presentations throughout each day and give-aways, 

brochures and catalogues will be available.
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