
University of Sydney Library celebrates
A round 300 guests jo ined  acting  

v ice - ch a n ce llo r  Pro fessor Ken 
Eltis and  u n ive rs ity  lib ra rian  

John  Sh ip p  in a festive  o cca s io n  in 
the M a cL au r in  H a ll on 1 7 O c to b e r to 
m ark the sesq u icen tena ry  of the U n i­
vers ity  o f S y d n e y  Library. M a cL a u r in  
H a ll had fo rm e rly  been  the read ing  
room of the o ld  Fisher Library. A m on g  
the happy th rong  w e re  tw o  fo rm er 
u n ive rs ity  lib ra rians, H arrison  B ryan  
and N e il Radford, m any supporters of 
the library, and  form er m em bers of the 
lib rary staff.

M e red ith  Bu rg m an n  (p res ident o f 
the Leg is lative C o u n c il of N S W )  spoke 
on the lib rary 's  ro le  in her life  as a 
student activist and  Jill H ickson  rem i­
n isced  abou t her d e ligh t in secu ring  
a job  in Lisher Library. N e il Rad ford  
a ck n o w led g ed  the con trib u tio n s  of 
form er un iversity  lib rarians and library 
staff and  stressed the s ig n if ica n ce  of 
benefactors to the deve lop m en t of the 
library.

The Library's 5 m illionth acquisition 
Early English Books O n line  (E L B O ) w as 
lau n ch ed  by Professor Eltis. The pur­
chase o f EEB O  w as m ade possib le  by 
an a llo ca tion  from university  research

infrastructure funds and several be­
quests to the library. Through this 
generosity, scholars at the university 
w ill  have access at the desktop to 
rare works w h ich  are ava ilab le  on ly  
in a few  research libraries across the 
w o rld . The database, w h ich  c o n ­
tains the entire published record of 
the English speaking w orld  between 
1473 and 1700, opens up rich op ­
portunities for research and makes 
accessib le  p rim ary resources w h ich  
have never before been ava ilab le  to 
students at the university.

A  few  of these w orks are held 
in the F isher rare book  co lle c tio n  
and  the L ib rary  holds one vo lum e 
w h ich  is not yet in EEBO . ProQuest, 
pub lishe r o f EEBO , sponsored the 
event and S im on  Bea le , vice-presi­
den t (sales and  m arketing ) f lew  
from the U n ited  K ingdom  to attend 
the occasion .

John  Sh ip p  has ann o u nced  that 
the L ib rary  has jo in ed  an in terna ­
tional partnership of m ajor research 
libraries, led by M ich ig an  and O xford, 
to create fu lly  search ab le  texts of the 
w orks in EEBO . P roduction  has begun 
on the first 25 000 vo lu m es  of the

University librarians: Standing: (I) John Shipp, (r) 
Neil Radford, seated: Harrison Bryan

project.

For a b rie f h isto ry o f the  U n iv e r ­
sity of S y d n e y  L ib ra ry  see the lib ra ry  
w ebs ite  at http ://setis.library.usyd.edu. 
au/usl history/. ■

T rave llin g  to  Eu ro p e  and  lo o k in g  fo r  w o rk ?

W e  are the  leading UK  Recru itm ent 

A g en cy  specialising in the  Library, 

Inform ation, Records and Kn o w ledg e  
M a n a g e m e n t Sector. W e  have 

tem porary and contract vacancies in 
both the  public and private sector.

Call the  contract recruitm ent team  on 
+44 (0)20 7251 5522
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