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T eacher lib rarians are m aking a dem onstrab le differ­
ence  to positive student learn ing outcom es. B y  using 
evidence-based practices and gathering data before and 

after im plem enting programs, teacher librarians are ab le  to 
dem onstrate that inform ation literacy programs, w hen  fu lly  
integrated w ith  the curricu lum , a llo w  students to m ake real 
gains in im proving their learning skills. Evidence based prac­
tice w as the focus of tw o of the professional developm ent ses­
sions organised by A L IA  Schools V ictoria this year. The spaced 
learning modules w ere  held in Ju ly  and August: the Ju ly  ses­
sion provided participants w ith  the opportun ity to exam ine 
ev idence based practice as it is operating in two V ictorian Sec­
ondary Colleges and to consider the princip les underp inn ing 
the practice. W ith  the assistance of their peers, participants 
then outlined projects that they w anted to im plem ent before 
the August session. The August seminar gave teacher librarians 
the opportunity to report back on their progress and gain the 
benefits of co lleg ia l support. The facilitators for this process 
w e re  V ick i Hudson from Santa M aria  Co llege in N orthcote 
and Fran Dorgan from Star of the Sea College, G ardenva le . 
The eva lua tion  of the sessions w as ex trem ely positive and 
acknow ledged  Vicki and Fran's great expertise in this area.

Professional deve lopm ent sessions conducted  earlier in 
the year provided an excellent backdrop for Evidence based 
practice. O n e  of these titled Leadership, inform ation literacy

and lifelong learning  held in M arch , gave participants the op ­
portunity to explore the theory and practice of leadership and 
its app lication  to inform ation literacy programs. Prue Mercer, 
con ven er of the A L IA  In fo rm ation  L iteracy Forum w as one 
of the speakers and the em phasis w as on p o licy  d e ve lo p ­
m ent and accoun tab ility . This them e of a cco un tab ility  was 
highlighted by the international speakers' con ference jo in tly  
hosted w ith  the School Library Association  of V ictoria  (SLAV). 
Assessing the evidence, assessing the learning  w as held in 
early  August and the guest speakers w e re  D r Ross Todd and 
D r Sheila  O ffm an  Gersh. Ross Todd spoke about the need for 
teacher librarians to deve lop  ev id en ce  of the va lue of w hat 
they do, to m ake con cre te  the links betw een  libraries and 
learning and to focus on practices that dem onstrate the p o w ­
er o f teacher lib rarians' con tribu tion . Sh e ila  O ffm an  Gersh 
looked at practical strategies ava ilab le  from the internet that 
cou ld  be used to enhance the p ractice of teacher librarians.

O ther activities of the group included the School Libraries 
D ay  d inner on 21 O ctober, co-hosted w ith  SLA V  and repre­
sentation on both the jo in t A L IA /A SLA  Task Force and po licy 
com mittees. Teacher librarians can look back at 2002 as being 
one w here  great advances w ere  m ade in both co lleg iality  and 
professional practice.

Sandra Ryan, co-convenor, ALIA  Schools Victoria
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Off Campus Library Services conference 4-5 February 2002

S w edish  lib rarians w e re  am ong 
the seventy-five delegates w ho  at­
tended this conference, held at the 

Caulfie ld  cam pus of M onash University. 
O the r delegates cam e from most A us­
tralian states and N ew  Zealand .

Included in the keynote papers was 
a presentation by N ick  Sm ith (co p y ­
right officer for the N ational Library of 
Australia  and Adviser to the Australian 
L ibraries C opyrigh t Com m ittee ) on 
'C opyrigh t in the e lec tro n ic  age'. The 
other keynote speaker was Ron Saw yer 
(F lex ib le  Learning  and Teach ing  Pro ­
gram manager, Information Technology 
Services, M onash University) w ho  spoke 
on the developm ent of the m y.M onash 
portal, inc lud ing  the strategies d ev e l­
oped and the issues arising.

The first day of the con fe ren ce  in ­
c luded  excellent papers covering  such 
diverse topics as digitisation and cop y ­
right com p liance; electron ic  delivery of

m aterials and services; and the im por­
tance of the hum an elem ent in service 
delivery. A  focus on strategic issues was 
of particu lar interest to delegates.

O n  the second day, papers covered 
top ics such as in form ation  literacy; 
and serv ice  d e livery  to un ique groups 
inc lud ing  offshore students, se co n d ­
ary students, prisoners and  specia list 
researchers. There was also a practical 
em phasis on how  techn o log y  can be 
used to reach out to our users.

The annual meeting of the O ff C am ­
pus Library Services G roup  w as held at 
the end of presentations on the first day 
of the conference. D uring  the meeting 
the Guidelines for services to offshore 
students w ere  approved by attendees to 
be presented to A L IA  for endorsem ent

Kevin  D u d en ey  presented the re­
sults of his research into library services 
for prisoners. It w as proposed that the 
next con ference  inc lude an im bedded

stream coverin g  his issue. A  report on 
issues d iscussed at the National Po licy 
Congress w as also presented.

Thanks go to all presenters and 
delegates for help ing to make this such 
an inform ative and friendly conference. 
Eva luation  forms rated the con ference 
as good to exce llen t. D e legates w ere  
appreciative of the feeling of collegial- 
ity at the conference and w e lcom ed  the 
opportunity to network w ith other prac­
titioners in the field of provid ing library 
services to users w h o  w ere  not ab le to 
be seen on a face-to-face basis. Specia l 
thanks also to the sponsors of morning 
tea —  W arn er Books on the first day and 
d iv ine  on the second day.

The conference was form ally closed 
w ith an address by D r A lan  Bundy, A LIA  
president.

Kay Steel, treasurer, ALIA  O f f  Campus 
Library Services Group
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