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News on news
G oogle N ew s  has re-launched itself 

[http ://news.google.com /] . Though 
still in beta test, the re-fashioned 

new s se rv ice  has created  a bit of a buzz 
on line . It refreshes head lines and stories 
constantly and provides content drawn from 
m ore than 4000 sources, w h ich  m ay be 
on line  new spapers, w ire  services or digital 
m ed ia  entities such as C N N . G o o g le  N ew s 
links on ly  to those new s services that offer 
their news freely. N ew s beh ind subscription 
or licensing barriers w ill not be included. This 
is probably the best one-stop shop for w o rld ­
w id e  new s now. It covers b reaking new s 
from all over as w e ll as catering  for those 
w h o  on ly  w ant new s in a specific  category 
such as business or sports.

G e t the p icture
W h ile  there is a lot of library-related informa­
tion on line , not m uch of it is p ictoria l and 
not m uch shows it h ow  it is. So it m akes a 
n ice  change to see an o n lin e  photographic 
exhib ition of scenes w ith in  different libraries 
[http ://w w w .lib .uconn.edu/Exhib its/diane/ 
d inefpg.htm ]. The images w ere  captured by 
D iane  Asseo G riliches, and the exhib ition is 
ca lled  'Library, the Dram a W ith in '. I am not 
sure about drama, but there is a lot going on 
in the p ictures w h ich  should  show  peop le  
that libraries are not necessarily quiet places 
and librarians do more than say 'shush'.

G e t acknow ledged
If you are a crim e fiction fan, you may get a 
chance of a mention for helpfulness if mystery 
author Barbara Fister has her way. A com b i­
nation of writer and librarian, Fister has a lot 
of tips for mystery writers on how  to get the 
very most out of libraries and the reference 
librarians w ho  w ork  there (she calls it 'tam ­
ing librarians'). She also has ad v ice  and tips 
on using the internet for research. Next tim e 
som eone com es in w anting  obscure poisons 
inform ation or material on the para-normal, 
don't look at them askance; they may be re­
searching their next thriller. Fister's 'B lood  at 
the Source ' site [http://www.barbarafister.com/ 
B lood attheSou rce .h tm l] w o u ld  be a good 
start for them.

L e tt in g  it go
N o w  that w e  are in the e lectron ic  era, m any 
w onderfu l inform ation  sources are free ly  
ava ilab le but m any items are locked dow n in 
a bew ildering  array of new  rules and rights.
I read a quote about copyrigh t the other 
day that sums up m any people 's feelings of 
confusion : 'Every th ing  is possib le. N oth ing

is perm itted.' Yet m any peop le w ant to share 
w hat they have as w id e ly  as possible. O pen  
source so ftw are such as Linux and G N U , 
w here  program code is m ade fu lly  ava ilab le 
o n line  for peop le  to add to and develop , is 
one area w here copyright has been dispensed 
w ith  in the interests of creating and sharing 
som ething . Such  p eop le  have spaw ned  the 
C opy le ft m ovem ent [http://www.gnu.org/ 
copyleft/copyleft.h tm l], w h ich  cam e into 
being w ith  the G N U  Project, but w h ich  has 
s ince  been en thu s iastica lly  em braced  by 
others. Copyleft a llow s peop le to use, copy, 
m od ify  and d istribute the so ftw are as long 
as they do not try to 'p rivatise ' it by adding 
restrictions to it. It can also app ly to inform a­
tion and other m aterials posted on line . Find 
out more about copyleft in a FreePint artic le 
by FHelen B rad ley  [http://www.freepint.com / 
issues/1 90902.htm  tips].

W h ile  w e are on the subject ...
P ro ject G u tenberg  is all about sharing and 
vo lun tee ring  so it is a w e lc o m e  sight see­
ing a P ro ject G u tenb e rg  em erge for m usic 
[http://ibiblio.org/gutenberg/music/]. This site 
is so far ded icated  to an arch ive of cham ber 
m usic only, but other genres m ay be added 
ove r tim e. You can  d o w n lo ad  or print free 
scores and som e pub lic  dom ain  music, and 
there are links to so ftw are for m usic if you 
need them . N o b o d y  m akes any m oney out 
of P ro ject G u tenberg . As w ith  the copyleft 
m ovem ent, it's all about sharing.

Access to jou rna ls
Anyone w ho  uses electronic journals is aware 
that the issue of long-term access to them is 
p rob lem atical. If a subscription is cancelled , 
w h a t happens to the issues that w e re  paid 
for, w hat guarantees do publishers give about 
con tinu ing  access, and so on. In partnership 
w ith  E lsev ie r S c ien ce , Yale U n ive rs ity  L i­
brary began a D ig ita l Preservation P lann ing 
Pro ject to look at the job of d ig itally preserv­
ing a co llec tio n  of co m m e rc ia lly  published 
scientific  journals. O n e  year dow n the track, 
Yale have released a report on how  it is going 
[http://www. I ibrary.ya le.edu/~okerson/yea/]. 
The pro ject has designed a sm all prototype 
a rch ive  that cou ld  becom e 'the cornerstone 
of an e-journal a rch ive  en v iron m en t that 
p rovides full backup, p reservation , refresh­
ing, and m igration functions.' The full report 
is ava ilab le  or you can  opt for sections that 
interest you.

Tw o for health  lib raries
N ot everyone  gets to w o rk  in a lib rary that
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m atches the ir interests or expertise so 
it is good to see sites such as M ed ica l 
Research  for N o n -M ed ica l Lib rarians turn ­
ing up o n line . The resources w ill be use­
ful for anyone  w o rk ing  in health . The site 
links to som e offline m ateria l, but provides 
source information for anything not availab le 
through the page [http://denison.uchsc.edu/ 
ou treach/m edbib3 .h tm ]. If you need more, 
you cou ld  try the Librarian Portal in the UK- 
based N ational e lectron ic  Library for Health  
[http://www.nelh.nhs.uk/librarian/]. This serv­
ice has been developed specifically for librar­
ians in a w orld  w here information has sim ply 
exp loded  and know ledge m anagem ent has 
becom e a v ita lly  im portant tool. A lison Turn­
er has w ritten  an artic le , 'Jo in in g  the dots: 
d eve lop ing  a resource to support chang ing  
roles in health  lib raries ' in F reePin t [http:// 
www.freepint.com /issues/220802.htm #tips]. 
It covers the portal and a range of issues in 
health librarianship today.

F ree  b io site
Biographical information is not cheap to pro­
duce, so really  good free b iograph ica l sites 
are thin on the internet ground. W h o 2 : Find 
Famous People Fast is at least trying to fill a 
gap with its coverage of anyone w ho  happens 
to be fam ous [h ttp ://w w w .w ho2.com /]. It 
covers celebrities, past and present, w ho  may 
be authors, m ovie stars, royalty or notorious 
crooks. It even covers legendary heroes from 
m ythology and cartoon characters, w h ich  is 
pushing the b iography enve lope just a little. 
In add ition  to birth and death dates, there 
are a cou p le  of paragraphs exp la in ing  the 
person's inclusion in the site. M o re  a fun site 
for a trivia night than a serious w ork  such as 
W ho's W ho , but as good as any of its co m ­
petitors on line.

D ig itis in g  the hum anities
If you w o rk  in the hum anities and have 
a d ig itisation  p ro ject underw ay, or if you 
w ou ld  like som e ideas of exactly w hat sorts 
of digitisation projects work best, use the Aus­
tralian e-Hum anities G a te w ay  to see what's 
happen ing  or to lodge your o w n  details 
[h ttp ://w w w .ehum .edu .au/]. The G a te w a y  
w as set up by the Austra lian  e-H um an ities 
N e tw o rk  w ith  fund ing  from  the Austra lian  
Research  C o un c il, and is designed to be a 
reference point for information on projects in 
digital resources in hum anities d iscip lines in 
Australia. It includes some papers presented 
to Com puting Arts 2001: D ig ita l Resources 
for Research in the Hum anities.

S tan d a rd is in g  lite racy
The U n ive rs ity  of South Austra lia  re v iew ed  
the existing U S  inform ation  literacy stand­
ards on beha lf of the C o un c il of Australian  
U n ive rs ity  L ib rarians (C A U L ) in Sep tem ­
ber 2000. C A U L  then d rew  up their ow n  
[h ttp :/ /w w w .a n u .e d u .a u /ca u l/ ca u l- d o c/  
pub lica tions.h tm l], w h ich  w ill be rev iew ed  
again at a further w orkshop at the end of Jan ­
uary 2003 and feedback is being sought on 
such questions as 'H o w  has your institution 
used the existing standards?'. Suggestions for 
the second edition 2003 are also w e lcom e.

O ld  brow sers bew are
A no ther en cyc lo p a e d ia  to hit cybersp ace  
recen tly  is the Jew ish  En cyc lo p ed ia , a 
tw e lve-vo lu m e w o rk  o rig in a lly  pub lished  
betw een  1901 and 1906 [http://ww w. 
jew ish en cyc lop ed ia .com /]. The full content 
has been p laced  on line , inc lu d ing  artic les 
and p ictures. The en cyc lo p a e d ia  can be 
searched and covers Jew ish history and b iog­
raphy, settlements and civilisations, fo lk lore 
and anthropology, philosophy, literature and 
ethics. S ince  it is unedited, it does not cover 
m odern Jew ish  history such as the creation  
of Israel or the H o locaust. The site w arns 
that some pages m ay not fu lly  load in o lder 
browsers.

N o  longer inv is ib le  web
Invisible w eb  guru G ary  Price has moved all 
his websites to new  addresses recently. If you 
have looked for D irect Search, the News- 
Center, the Virtual Acquisition Shelf and New s 
Desk [VAS &  N D ], and others and found them 
missing, then relax. M ost of the sites have 
m oved under the um brella of FreePint and 
can be found there. D irect Search is now  at 
http://www.freepint.com/gary/direct.htm and 
the V A S & N D  is at http://resourceshelf.freepint. 
com . O ther sites can be accessed through links 
from D irect Search. Price 's List of Lists has 
been updated and has moved to the Special 
Issues site [http://www.specialissues.com/lol/]. 
Most of the material on that site is chargeable, 
but the List of Lists is still free and includes 
'best of' lists and rankings.

A n d  las tly  ...
C om p iled  by the N ational Library of 
N e w  Zea land , the Te Puna W e b  d irectory 
[http://webdirectory.natlib.govt.nz/dir/en/nz/] 
is a subject guide to N ew  Z ea land  w eb  re­
sources. O rgan ised  Yahoo-style, it provides 
an easy entry to N ew  Zealand information on 
arts, business, government, education, media, 
health and other matters. ■

This column

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.
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