
Illustrator wins national award
The 2002 Ena Noel Award for Children's Literature

Illustrations from Cherryblossom and the Golden Bear, by Pamela Freeman, illustrated by Beth Norling, 
and published by Omnibus Books, a division of Scholastic Australia Pty Ltd.

T he w in n e r  o f  the 2 0 0 2  a w a rd  is the y o u n g  illustrator 

Beth N orling  for her il lustrations in the b o o k  Cher­
ryblossom and the Golden Bear w ith  text by Pam ela 

F reem an  and pu b l ish e d  by O m n ib u s  B ooks ,  a d iv is ion  o f  

Sch o lastic  Australia Pty Ltd.

This a w a rd  is g iven by the Australian National Section of 

IBBY —  the International Board on B ooks  for Young People . 

IB BY  is a not-for-profit  o rg an isa t io n  a l l ie d  to U N E S C O . It 

consists  o f  a network o f p e o p le  from all over  the w orld , w h o  

are  com m itted  to bringing b ooks  and  y o u n g  p e o p le  together. 

S o m e  sixty nations are  m em bers. In Australia the m e m b e r  is 

ALIA.

The IBBY secretar iat  is in Base l ,  Sw itz e r la n d .  There are  

m a n y  facets  o f its mission. It a im s to e n c o u ra g e  the you ng , 

from b ab yh o o d  to adulthood, to en joy  storytelling and reading 

and  to read the best on offer —  b ooks  with high literary and 

artistic standards. It a im s a lso  to e n c o u ra g e  the publicat ion  

and  distribution of such books as well  as giving y o u n g  p e op le  

the opportunity  to have  a c c e ss  to information. In addition, it 

a im s to foster international understanding through b ooks  for 

the y o u n g  and to stim ulate research and sch o lar ly  w orks  in 

the genre.

O n e  o f  international IBBY's  m any  activities is the biennial 

Hans Christian Anderson  aw ard  for children 's  literature. This 

is an aw ard  m ade  to a writer and to an illustrator o f  children's 

b ooks  for their co m p le te  output, w h ich  like the w orks  o f  the 

great Danish master o f storytelling, have m ad e  a lasting contri­

bution to literature for the young. A  distinguished international 

jury  o f children's  literature experts judges  the aw ards .  Know n 

as the 'Little N obel Prize for children 's  literature' they are  the 

highest international recognition in this genre. Patron o f the 

aw a rd s  is Q u e e n  M argrethe II o f D enm ark .

The Australian N ational Sec tion  w o rk ed  for m a n y  years  

to estab lish  an a w a rd  for ch i ld ren 's  literature. It w a s  to be

an e n c o u ra g e m e n t  aw a rd  to be m a d e  to a y o u n g  Australian 

d e v e lo p in g  writer or illustrator for on e  b ook only. The book 

must h ave  b een  p ub lish ed  within the past tw o  years  before  

the granting o f the aw ard.

The a w a rd  w a s  n a m e d  after Ena N o e l ,  the fo undation  

pres id en t  o f  the Australian N ational Section  for tw enty-f ive  

years from 19 6 6  to her retirement in 1 9 9 1 .  The first award w as  

presented in 1 9 94  to the outstanding y o u n g  aboriginal writer 

and  illustrator A rone R aym ond  M eek s  for his b o o k  Enora and 
the Black Crane.

In ju dg ing  the 2 0 0 2  aw ard , the judges  w e re  im pressed by 

the exqu is ite  w o rk  o f Beth Norling. Her illustrations for the 

b ook Cherryblossom and the Golden Bear am imaginative and 

innovative, w hich give an added  emotional dim ension and are 

a perfect  supp lem ent to the re-telling o f  the old  folk  tale 'The 

w oodcutter 's  daughter ' .

This b ook  is a fantasy for the very  young. C h erry b lossom  

se w s  g o w n s  for rich ladies.  O n e  eve n in g  whilst sitting by the 

fireside sewing, she is o v erco m e  by tiredness but must contin­

ue her work  in order to finish the go w n  by morning. Suddenly, 

from the burn ing  f lam es o f  the c h e rry w o o d ,  a h u g e  go ld e n  

b ear  appears .  He has had a spell cast  upon him, w h ich  can  

on ly  be broken if C herryblossom  can so m e h o w  carry out tasks 

that seem  im possib le . As the bear  sets her each  task he says 

to her, 'If you  will you can . Trust your heart.' So m e h o w , C h er­

ryblossom  is ab le  to o v erco m e  each  task. This breaks the spell 

and  in a b linding flash the bear turns into a h a n d so m e  prince 

w h o  then begs C h erry b lossom  to b e c o m e  his princess.

All p rev ious  w in ners  of the aw ard  —  Sonya  Hartness and 

C a th er in e  Jinks, w h o  w ro te  for y o u n g  adults, the illustrator 

Steven W o o lm a n  and the writer/i ilustrators A ro n e  R aym ond  

M e ek s  and Toby R iddle h ave  d e v e lo p e d  into fine artists and 

e n jo y e d  m any  su cc e sse s .  It is h o p e d  that Beth N orling  will  

p ro d u ce  much m ore  exquis ite  w ork .  ■
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