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Conference aims
•  E d u c a t io n

•  In d u s t r ia l re la t io n s
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•  T ra in in g

•  W o rk p la c e  p la n n in g
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Emphasising lifelong 
learning, cultural diversity 
and information literacy
R ock d a le  City Library, in Sydney 's  

south, used  A ustra lian  Library 

and  Inform ation W e e k  2 0 0 2  as 

the fo cus  o f  its prom otion activities for 

2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2 .  The library hosted a range 

o f  activities w h ich  em p h asised  li felong 

learning, cultural diversity and informa­

tion literacy.

Each lu n ch t im e  du rin g  the w e e k  

pro fess io n a l  m u s ic ia n s  pe rfo rm e d  in 

the R ockd a le  library. The d iverse  range 

o f  m u s ic  in c lu d ed  a so lo  violinist ,  a 

troupe o f  m us ic ian s  p lay ing  m edieval  

m usic ,  j a z z  guitarist S teve  Brien, tra­

ditional C h in e se  m usic  and a con cert  
harp perform ance .

As part of the library's com m itm ent 

to l i fe long  learn in g  free  c la s se s  w e re  

o rg an ised . French and  C h in e s e  c o o k ­

ing demonstrations, and  a tai chi d e m ­

onstration w e re  held through the week . 

These activities em p h asised  the library 

as  a co m m u n ity  p la c e  w h e re  learning 

o f  all kinds occurs .

R o c k d a le  Library 's  m iss ion  is 

to p ro v id e  the c o m m u n ity  w ith  the 

k n o w le d g e  it needs  to fulfil its po ten ­

tial. To help  with  the d e v e lo p m e n t  of 

in formation literacy in the com m u nity  

a talk on tech n iques  for search ing  the 

w e b  w a s  presented. The aim  of the talk 

w a s  to d e v e lo p  a basic  understanding 

o f search techniques and the operations 

o f  the W orld  W id e  W e b .  The library 

a lso  lau nch ed  a n e w  co llect ion  o f 600 

D V D  titles.

Finally, the library received  recog­
nition from its major stakeholder —  the 

City Council . The library w as  the recipi­

ent of a Mayoral Minute '  at the 2 2  M ay 

R o ck d a le  C ity C o u n c i l  m eeting. The 

Mayoral M inute recogn ised  the impor­

tance  of libraries to Australian society 

and, in part, read:

... libraries, and everything they 
embody, make our cities livable 
cities.

Libraries are very specia l 
places. They are ded ica ted  to 
diversity, equ ity  o f  a ccess and  
continuous learning. They are 
well known as safe places, open 
to the w hole com m unity. Pub­
lic libraries are unique because 
they are the on ly  so cia l spaces 
in our cities that are open to all 
peo p le  that are ded ica ted  to 
knowledge.

Overall,  Australian Library and In­

formation W e e k  2 0 0 2  w a s  a fantastic 

opportunity  to p ro m o te  our serv ices  

a nd  mission. The library m anaged  to 

create  a great deal of g o o d  will in the 

com m unity  chiefly  through the interac­

tion o f customers with our enthusiastic 

and  pro fessional staff. W e  ce lebrated  

the range o f  s e rv ice s  w e  offer a nd  

m a n a g e d  to gen erate  s o m e  local m e ­
dia attention.

D a v id  M itc h e ll ,  a c t in g  m a n a g er, L ib ra ry  

a n d  In fo rm a tio n  S e r v ic e ,  R o c k d a le  C ity  

C o u n c i l

Not the ALIA conference...
RAIS Qld launched LIW  2002 celebrations in Queensland with 'Not the ALIA 
2002 conference' drinks on Monday 20 May. More than forty members, new 
librarians, librarianship students and friends joined with representatives of 
sponsor Resource Options to network and party in style at the Premiers 
Lounge Bar in Brisbane's Treasury Casino.

Advertised as Queensland's 'alternative ALIA 2002 function of the year', 
the evening did not disappoint with genteel surroundings, convivial com­
pany, good food, and a selection of drinks to tempt every palate from the 
robust to the refined. The committee would like to thank Jenny Hale, the 
team at Resource Options, and all those who attended and made the evening 
an event to remember. We hope to see everyone again at RAIS Qld's premier 
social event for the year, 'RAIS-amatazz' in November.
Richard Sayers, convenor, RAIS Queensland
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