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BRIT library staff are mad about Harry

(l-r) Back Row: Jenny McIntyre, Narelle Stone & 
Lindy Phegan. Front Row: Janene Smith, Kathryn

Launer & Amanda Steen.

H arry Potter m a n ia  hit the 
B e n d ig o  R eg io n a l  Institute of 
TAFE (BRIT) Library during  

Australian Library and  Inform ation 
W e e k  2 0 0 2 .  The  BRIT Library staff 

l ikened  this y ear 's  th e m e  o f  'Libraries 
change lives' to JK Rowling 's  Harry Pot­
ter p h e n o m e n o n ,  w h ich  has c re a ted  a 
n e w  g en erat io n  o f  readers  and  library 

users. C h ildren  and  parents a l ike  have  
found th em selves  m agica lly  transported 
into the fantasy w orld  o f w iz a rd ry  and 
witchcraft.

A great dea l  o f  creativity , tim e, e f­
fort and ingenuity  g o  into preparations 
for Library and  Information W e e k  each

(l-r) Back Row: Michala Underwood, Jenny 
McIntyre, Narelle Stone, Natalie Rose,
Kathryn Launer, Sheryl Bastln, Amanda Steen, 
Carolyn Anderson, Lindy Phegan. Front Row: 
Marion Cagney, Pam Dawkins, Janene Smith, 
Rosemary Rogers, and Cynthia Stringer.

year  in the BRIT Library. U n d er  
the ta lented  d irection  o f act ing  
library m anager , N a re l le  Stone,

BRIT Library staff ge n e ra te  
ideas, a nd  then create  a th e m e  
a c c o m p a n ie d  by authentic  sets 
and co s tu m e s .  The sets begin  
with deta i led  set des ign  d r a w ­
ings created  by Narelle . The next 
step is determ in in g  h o w  m a n y  

of the w o n d e r fu l  id eas  can  be 
brought to fruition: h o w  do you 
m ake portraits sp e a k  or ca n d le s  
a p p e a r  to be suspended  in m id ­
air? A  c o m b in a t io n  o f years  of 

e x p e r ie n c e  in local theatre and 
a su p p o rt ive  team  s e e  all these  
ideas b e c o m e  a reality. Each 
year  d u rin g  Library and Infor­
mation W eek  library visitors are 
taken into another world  as they 
step through the doors  o f  the 
BRIT Library.

The Harry Potter th e m e  
sp il led  out into the foyer  and 
entrance  of the library build ing 
w h e re  train soun d  effects s ig ­
nalled the arrival of H ogw arts  Express 
at Platform  93A. Visitors to the library 
m a d e  their w a y  past the Forb idden 
Forest and  the b lack  lake in the fo yer  
w h e re  a sm all,  w o o d e n  boat  co u ld  
be h eard  lapping  on the water. O n c e  
inside, th ey  w e re  greeted  by m o v in g  
and a u d ib le  'pa intings '  in c lu d in g  The 
Fat Lady, a cu rtsey in g  girl and  a m an

w e lc o m in g  them to Hogwarts . B ro o m ­
sticks and a golden snitch floated in the 
air a b o v e  the Q uidditch pitch w h e re  a 
c o l lec t io n  of Harry Potter b o o k s  and 
puppets  w ere  on display.

BRIT students w h o  su c c e ss fu l ly  
co m p le te d  a short library q u iz  w e re  
rew arded  with a small  e d ib le  treasure. 
Pr im ary  school students  from a local 
school visited in large groups and  w e re  

given s h o w b a g s  c o n ta in ­
ing H arry Potter b a l lo o n s ,  
c ro ssw o rd s ,  co lo u rin g - in  
pictures a nd  m aterial  pro­
m oting the BRIT Library 
serv ices  a nd  fac il i t ies  and 
the w ebsites  of other librar­
ies in the region.

The North Central 
Victoria  ALIA c o m m itte e  

o rgan ised  a b reak fast  for 
local librarians in the BRIT 
Restaurant w hich  w a s  w ell  
attended. BRIT staff, Board 
M e m b e rs ,  local l ibrarians 
and o th er 'm u g g le s '  w e r e  
invited to a splendid  after­
noon tea in the 'G reat  Hall ' 
on Thursday. The universal 
app e a l  o f  Harry Potter to ­
gether with  the efforts o f  
the BRIT Library team  and 
supporters led to this year 's  
event b e in g  d u b b e d  'the  
best e ver ! '

N a re lle  S to n e  a n d  N a ta lie  

R o se , B R IT  L ib ra ry
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