
ZPORTAL wins
award for best 
contribution to 
business information
F retwell-Downing Informatics (FDI) recently announced 

that its ZPORTAL product has won first prize at this year's 
AEBIG Awards for the best contribution to business infor­

mation. According to key judge, O livia Freeman, the judges 
were looking for something ' . . .a  little bit different —  with that 
extra edge.'

The Aslib Economic and Business Information Group 
(AEBIG) joined forces with business information magazine 
—  Managing Information —  to give an award to the best new, or 
significantly updated, electronic business information product. 
iNominations for the award were made by information profes­
sionals for products they considered to be extremely valuable 
in daily work. A panel of independent experienced business 
information managers decided the final winner. ZPORTAL was 
launched in December last year a couple of weeks before an 
extremely successful demonstration at the Online Information 
show 2001.

A web environment, ZPORTAL pushes the concept of cross­
database searching by offering 'one search' access to internal 
and external resources, whilst also providing a choice of content 
delivery methods so taking the user from information discovery 
to content delivery within a single environment.

Rather than being tied into specific resources, ZPORTAL 
allows users the freedom to design the content of their portal 
to best suit their needs by including only the specific library 
catalogues, internal databases, intranet/internet web search 
engines, full-text databases and online services which best fit 
their requirements. ZPORTAL takes users beyond just refer­
ences by presenting users with a choice of content delivery 
methods which include open URL linking to link direct to e- 
journal subscriptions and ILL/document delivery for physical 
item delivery.

This customisation of resources meant that ZPORTAL stood 
out over the competition. Freeman comments: 'It gives com­
panies the opportunity to customise searching to their exact 
information requirements —  allowing users to access informa­
tion specific to them.'

Robin Murray, managing director of FDI, thanked AEBIG 
for this recognition and stated that: 'ZPORTAL has made many 
people's searches for information so much simpler and much 
quicker. It has developed a successful route through the infor­
mation jungle and can save users precious time —  it is the first 
step in a new era of information discovery and delivery.' ■

Got something to say?
Then say it in in C it e l

Has your library or information service won an award, 
been given a government grant, achieved community 
or company recognition? Let the rest of the profession 
know. Contact the i n C i t e  editor to discuss deadlines 
and submission details. Phone 02 6285 1877 or e-mail 
incite@alia.org.au. ■
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Can your 
library afford 
to be without 
it?

A useful book selection tool for 
public libraries, especially book 
news listing!
As a teacher-librarian I am only 
interested in the information 
about the new and forthcoming 
books, although I glance at the 

I ordered 15 titles from 
the selection in the August issue!
AB&P is useful to pick up new 

titles
Com m ents from librarians 

in our recent read er survey
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‘A big thank-you to Australian 
Bookseller and Publisher for the
excellent checklist of standard 
parenting titles in the 
January/February issue. I used 
this list to order several new titles 
and circulated it as a 
recommended reading list to our 
borrowers.’

A lannah M cCann 
Selection and Collection 

M aintenance Librarian 
Whitehorse Manningham 

Regional Library Corporation

Published 1 1  tim es a  year, AB&P is a  m ust-have for 
librarians. It is an  excellent so u rce  of information, 
and a  valuab le  purch asing tool. AB&P in cludes a  
regular library feature w h ere  is s u e s  sp ec ific  to 
libraries a re  looked at in detail. S o m e  recent topics 
h ave  b een  ‘L ibraries and con sortia  p urch asin g ’ , T h e  
ch allen ge  of kn ow ledge m an agem en t’ and ‘F estiva ls 
in Libraries’ .

AB&P con tains n ew s and information about the 
industry, a n a ly s is  of is s u e s , e v e n ts  c o v e ra g e , 
product fe a tu re s , forthcom ing book inform ation, 
international book trade new s, profiles o f industry 
figu res and  co m p an ies, bookselling new s, b estse lle r 
lists and much m o re ...
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